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CROW-SPEAK

I am sopping
with the ink
of a cloistered

monk. When I
inhale, a black
hole is born.

My exhalations
split the skin
of deep space.

Each of my caws
is the sound

a god makes,

chain-sawing iron.
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BLUE JAY

Out of nowhere,
as if a swatch

of scoured
October sky,

it tore

into the flames
of the pyracantha,
and perched

between thorns
in a wedge

of sunlight.

I’d never

seen blue

so blue,

blue as blood
run cold,

blue as,
silent

in the cool,
spectral

plastic of a
compact disk,

a riff

of Muddy Waters.
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PIT BULL
(Pumpkin Bend Township, Arkansas)

I should have sensed his violence
by the size and length of the leash,
looped snug around his master’s hand

as the rope of a bull rider.
When I approached, he was sitting
close beside his master who was resting

from her jog. I was so taken
with the dog’s power I naively
flattened my hand and lowered it

palm down to pet his muscular
head from, of all places, above.
I knew something was deadly wrong

when his master toppled backward,
jerking the dog’s leash as if to break
his neck, screaming, “You idiot!

You’re lucky you still have a hand!
Don’t ever pet a dog like that,
from above!” Her magnificent

brindle stud just glared, finishing off
the drama with his slobbering tongue
and blood-shot Armageddons of his eyes.
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POWER SURGE

The township night
is still,

frozen as the frame
of a strange film,

studded with stars
and the creamy
essence of moonglow.
The sky's sutured

with electrical wites
stringing for miles

the tops of oaks,
gleaming in the burnished

copper light

of sodium streetlamps

like strands of gossamer.
The wires wait for midnight

when they'll come
terribly alive

with movement
graceful as beads

of hot wax;

when, in perfect silence,
on blurs of littlest feet,
the fat rats will run.
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FIGHTING COCK

The darkness recoils
from the seizure

of his crowing.
He vulgatizes the daybreak

with the raw,
gaping wound of his comb.

Spurs stud the filthy
yellow of his feet.

His plumes vivify
the dreams of milliners.

In the company of hens
he struts, smug

in his legendary shame
of denial.
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BACCHANALIA
(French Quarter, New Orleans)

Juice drips from the fangs of a gargoyle
as if grapes, Concords,
were ctushed on its concrete skull.

I hear a splat and feel wetness
on my freshly shaved head.
Instinctively, I touch the spot

with my right hand. Held before my eyes,
my fingertips glisten as if, starving,
T’ve plunged them into a warm

blackberty cobbler.
Fugues of gurgling chirping
lure me to a mulberry tree

where starlings feast. They scatter
like shrapnel, having so gorged themselves
on clusters of ripe berries they defecate

with each wing beat, sleek in their plumage
as a tattered-tuxedoed street person

spreading his gospel of purple to the world.
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ALLIGATOR SNAPPING TURTLE
(South Delta, Mississippi)

Your diet is simple:
anything you can catch.

You hunt at night,

and even the moonglow
of your only light
trembles on the ridges
of your thick shell

like the fingertips

of a wide-eyed child.

You keep your jaws open,

luring unsuspecting fish

with your pink, wormlike tongue
wriggling in the darkness

of your holocaustic maw.

Remember the night

you caught me unawares,
snapping off half

my right index finger

as if it were a matchstick?

Every time I bump

the proud, lumpy flesh

of the stub against anything,
including the doilies

dangling from the clothesline,
I smell your foul musk

and I shudder.
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ANGUS BULL

To keep him from marring
the flawless black satin
of his hide,

God spared
his head

of horns.

Everywhere he moves,
even in broad daylight,
night falls upon the earth.

Arkansas gives
each time he shifts
his rippling heft.
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OF HOGS AND MEN

For part of the summer preceding his senior year in high school,
he landed a job as a mopper-up in a slaughterhouse. On breaks,

he’d watch the regulars fire .22 bullets behind the ears of hogs,
hoist them head down by their hooves, slit their throats,

and catch their blood in buckets they’d give to fishermen
for catfish bait. In time, he worked his way to the butchers

who’d saw them into cuts of pork they’d hang by hooks
in cold storage. Heading home one evening, he came upon

a motorcyclist who’d just wrecked at a high rate of speed,
and found himself tending, till the ambulance arrived, body parts

raw as the pork in storage. He knew then, much as he could tell,
he was vulnerable as a hog with a .22 pistol against its skull,

praying what the preacher said distinguished him from animals
was true, though, in retrospect, he credited his shock to the
tending,.
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FIREFLIES

On onionskin-like wings
delicate as the substance

of nothing, on summer nights
so thick they’re palpable,

they flare up the green and orange
flames of their abdomens.

In the cruelty of childhood,
boys snatch them, crush their heads

twixt thumb and forefinger,
and marvel at how, for a while,

at irregular intervals
even after their deaths,

they flare up their flames
against the night.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

LARRY D. THOMAS, the 2008 Texas Poet Laureate and a
member of the Texas Institute of Letters, has been privileged to
publish a poetry chapbook (Letting the Light Work: Poems of Mexico)
with the Buttonhook Press imprint of Open: Journal of Arts &
Letters (O: JA&L) and three poetry pamphlets, the most recent of
which is Musing the Crossroads: Poems of the Mississippi River Delta (Hot
Button Press imprint). Although primarily known as a poet of the
American West, he has dedicated most of his writing and publication
efforts since 2017 to work inspired by the Mississippi River Delta.
Of deep Southern heritage, Thomas’s grandparents (three of whom
were born and reared in the Mississippi River Delta; his paternal
great-grandfather was born in Mississippi) and his parents, into their
late twenties, worked as sharecroppers both in the Delta and in West
Texas where Thomas was born and reared.
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