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DEMOCRATS BE TRIPPIN’ 
 

 
 
 
 

ANGER PHASE 
 

In the last two or three years, I’ve managed 
to alienate everyone. I’m officially de trop among my old 
cohorts at the University of Tennessee, where I was a graduate 
student and part-time lecturer during the Trump years; I’m 
persona non grata among my Facebook friends, having hectored 
them relentlessly from the comfort of my living room, going 
on and on about the “Woko Haram” and the “Woke 
Inquisition”; and I’ve ruined my relationships with my 
siblings, who pretty much absquatulate every time I bring up 
the Culture Wars – though, come to think of it, maybe the 
reason they absquatulate is my insistence on using words like 
absquatulate.  
 
The only person who speaks to me now is my mother, and 
even she wishes I would “stay out of the fray,” saying Cancel 
Culture is a fad and soon the pendulum will swing the other 
way, just as it always does. “But does it ever dawn on you,” I 
ask her, “that people like me are the reason the pendulum 
swings the other way?” When I ask her this, she looks at me 
worriedly. She wants me to be measured, considered – not 
some misanthropic loose cannon. At the same time, however, 
she knows I’m right. Andy Warhol once said, “People always 
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say time changes things, but you actually have to change them 
yourself.”  
 
In the summer of 2020, I published a short story called 
“WACKOdemics!” in a small Brooklyn-based magazine. 
The story was about my experiences at the University of 
Tennessee, the encounters I’d had there with the other grad 
students and part-time lecturers, junior academics who started 
hyperventilating if you so much as questioned their long-
cherished beliefs.   
 
When my cohorts read “WACKOdemics!” they contacted the 
editor of the magazine and told her I’m a racist, prompting 
the editor to axe the story, apologizing in her Letter from the 
Editor for any harm she’d caused, claiming she’d published 
the story under false pretenses.  
 
I managed to publish “WACKOdemics!” with the lesser-
known Thieving Magpie, who stayed pat when my cohorts 
approached them demanding they too remove the story.  
 
Anyway, it’s not the most flattering thing to admit, but I’ve 
been on the warpath for almost three years now.  

 
Runaway political correctness, I’m convinced, poses a far 
greater threat to our society than systemic racism, supposedly 
rising antisemitism, or Donald Trump. And if more and more 
people don’t “unmute” themselves, unchallenged Super 
Progressives will continue to write false narratives that could 
stoke even more hatred for this country, paving the way for 
yet another communist nightmare. For God’s sake, when will 
people remove their VR headsets and see what’s actually 
happening right in front of them? Super Progressives have 
gone berserk, behaving like Red Guards. 
 
Don’t take my word for it. Listen to people like Pankaj Mishra, 
a socialist and a contributor to The New Yorker who in 2021 

https://thievingmagpie.org/mick-mcgrath-fiction/
http://www.quailbellmagazine.com/the-real-20/letter-from-the-editors-mick-mcgraths-wackodemics
http://www.quailbellmagazine.com/the-real-20/letter-from-the-editors-mick-mcgraths-wackodemics
https://thievingmagpie.org/editorial-on-censorship-cancel-culture-art/
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indirectly compared the George Floyd protesters to the 
Red Guards of Maoist China. (It’s astonishing Mishra 
wasn’t cancelled.)  
 
Or maybe you’ll listen to Bill Maher, a pot smoker who 
vehemently hates Trump. “Yesterday,” Maher said during a 
recent episode of HBO’s Real Time, “I asked ChatGPT if there 
are there any similarities between today’s Woke Revolution 
and Chairman Mao’s Cultural Revolution of the 1960s, and it 
wrote back, ‘How long do ya have?’”  
 
Of course, it does occur to me the Red Guards murdered a 
ton of people and wokesters, as far as I know, haven’t 
murdered anyone. But, mutatis mutandis, the Oppressive 
Progressives are the modern-day Red Guards. The similarities 
abound. In fact, I will adduce them.  

 
 

HISTORY RHYMES 
 

In 1966, Chairman Mao wrote an article in The People’s Daily, 
saying, “Sweep away all monsters and demons,” prompting 
millions of youths to flood the streets of China, vandalizing 
buildings, looting private residences, and murdering 
counterrevolutionaries. Half a century later, George Floyd 
would be murdered by Minneapolis police, and an estimated 
twenty-six million people, most of them young, would start 
protesting all over America, and while most of the protesters 
would be peaceful, a significant minority of them would 
destroy private property and loot businesses like Target and 
Nike. When they say, “History rhymes,” they’re not kidding. 
 
In the summer of 2020, rioters beat elderly storeowners in 
Rochester, looted countless stores in SOHO, ransacked 
immigrants’ stores in L.A., destroyed black-owned businesses 
in Philadelphia, burned down a Minneapolis police precinct, 
laid siege to a federal courthouse in Portland, burned down an 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/02/01/what-are-the-cultural-revolutions-lessons-for-our-current-moment
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/02/01/what-are-the-cultural-revolutions-lessons-for-our-current-moment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yysKhJ1U-vM
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affordable housing complex in Minneapolis, etc. “The world 
needs to burn a little bit to learn,” said Khalyla Kuhn, in a 
2020 episode of Tiger Belly that reached 227,000 viewers. 
(To be fair, Kuhn also said she doesn’t condone the 
destruction of small businesses. However, deeper into the 
podcast, she exhibited more of that anarchic sentiment, saying 
– “We need to burn to fucking learn, man!”) 

 
During the Cultural Revolution, the Red Guards carried out 
“struggle sessions,” publicly humiliating, beating, and 
torturing counterrevolutionaries. In 2020,  activists publicly 
berated anyone who wouldn’t raise their fist in solidarity 
with BLM.  
 
During the Cultural Revolution, Mao sent 
counterrevolutionaries to re-education centers. Recently, the 
Ontario College of Psychologists ordered Jordan 
Peterson to attend political re-education under pain of 
losing his psychology license.  
 
During the Cultural Revolution, anyone who disagreed with 
Mao was deemed a “rightist” and was deported to a labor 
camp. In the summer of 2020, Cancel Culture became 
CANCELMANIA!, with newspaper editors like Stan 
Wischnowski and James Bennet being fired for making 
perfectly reasonable arguments concerning the George Floyd 
protests.  
 
During the Cultural Revolution, students at a Beijing 
secondary school savagely beat a teacher whose esteem for 
Chairman Mao they deemed insufficient. In the summer of 
2020, thousands of contributors to Poetry Magazine signed a 
letter making various demands of the Poetry Foundation, 
whose June 3 statement of solidarity with Black Lives Matter 
did not meet “the urgency of the times.”  
 
During the Cultural Revolution, the Red Guards identified 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySMhkKMgu7o&t=1392s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySMhkKMgu7o&t=1392s
https://nypost.com/2020/08/25/blm-protesters-harass-white-diners-for-not-raising-fists-in-dc/
https://nypost.com/2020/08/25/blm-protesters-harass-white-diners-for-not-raising-fists-in-dc/
https://www.thefire.org/news/college-psychologists-ontario-jordan-peterson-undergo-reeducation-or-lose-your-license
https://www.thefire.org/news/college-psychologists-ontario-jordan-peterson-undergo-reeducation-or-lose-your-license
https://www.thefire.org/news/college-psychologists-ontario-jordan-peterson-undergo-reeducation-or-lose-your-license
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“bad families” and ransacked their houses. In the summer of 
2020, Antifa attempted a home invasion in St. Louis.   
 
During the Cultural Revolution, Red Guards made “big-
character posters” and plastered them all over China. In the 
summer of 2020, Black Lives Matter spraypainted “DEATH 
TO AMERIKKKA” and “ALL COPS ARE BASTARDS” 
and of course “BLM” on the sides of buildings. The mayor of 
Washington D.C. even commissioned a mural – a gigantic 
yellow “BLACK LIVES MATTER” sign on 16th Street, so 
large it can be seen from space. 
 
During the Cultural Revolution, it seemed the Red Guards 
were destroying anything beautiful. They sported hideous 
“Mao Fits” (dreary grey uniforms made of cheap rag wool) in 
solidarity with the proletariat. They destroyed flower shops, 
calling them bourgeois. They destroyed temples and cathedrals. 
They took down statues. They even attacked women on the 
streets and forcibly cut their hair. Meanwhile, in the summer 
of 2020, it did seem that a kind of Art Destruction was taking 
place, with beautiful statues coming down all over the country 
and the St. John’s Cathedral in Washington D.C. being set 
ablaze. It seemed anything with Corinthian columns was a 
target.  
 
 

HISTORICAL AMNESIA 
 

No doubt the wokiness that occurred in 2020 (and 
continues today, lest anyone forget) can be blamed on 
historical amnesia. In the melee of the George Floyd riots, not 
one rioting wokester, it appears, stopped and said to his 
comrades, “Wait a Tik. Do we really want to be linked to the 
Red Guards forever? After all, history doesn’t look upon the 
Red Guards favorably, does it? Didn’t the Chinese 
Communist Party declare the Cultural Revolution an error in 
1981?” 
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They did. And for good reasons – not that millennials would 
know. 
 
Millennials’ ignorance of the twentieth century is breathtaking. 
Perhaps you can see, then, why I’m going nuts on Facebook. 
“What’s the last book you read that isn’t a Toni Morrison 
novel?” I ask my Facebook friends, getting in their faces, 
practically grabbing them by the lapels, screaming, “Read a 
book, you colossal know-nothing Torquemadas!” Yes, the truth is that 
for all my talk of “Super Scolds,” for all my condemnation of 
the turbocharged Social Justice Warriors I met at the 
University of Tennessee, I too can be quite snarling. I’ve got 
to own up to this fact. I must concede that I too have become 
a shitty little asshole in recent years.  
 
And yet, if I may defend myself just briefly, the social justice 
movement does affect me as someone trying to make his way 
in academia and publishing. Recently, Texas Tech 
University ended its mandate that applicants include a 
diversity statement with their portfolios. Progress, finally. 
Except let’s keep in mind that heretofore universities all over 
the country (especially in California) required diversity statements 
of their applicants! Can we stop and savor that? In other words, 
you can have graduate degrees (for which you’re in debt up to 
your neck), years and years of teaching experience, a lengthy 
list of publications, etcetera and so forth, but if you happen to 
have the wrong political persuasion, need not apply. Doesn’t 
that bother anyone? Doesn’t anyone care? Can you hear me, 
world?  
 
They cannot, so busy are they with their Tik Tok, their college 
football, Rhianna’s pregnancy reveal at the Superbowl.   

 
That I’ve become a contemptuous little Super Scold myself in 
recent years does not take away from the fact that millennials 
would be wise to acquaint themselves, finally, with history. A 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/communications/20230207/?utm_source=NAS%20Email%20General&utm_campaign=2f59b4e594-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_02_02_03_30_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-251e5d6e89-%5bLIST_EMAIL_ID%5d&fbclid=IwAR3XGonH2r13XyrbrKZ0qnkIIszc_hAC5ZlOGhTXDZKtfRnyBKokpETGlNw
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/communications/20230207/?utm_source=NAS%20Email%20General&utm_campaign=2f59b4e594-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_02_02_03_30_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-251e5d6e89-%5bLIST_EMAIL_ID%5d&fbclid=IwAR3XGonH2r13XyrbrKZ0qnkIIszc_hAC5ZlOGhTXDZKtfRnyBKokpETGlNw
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/communications/20230207/?utm_source=NAS%20Email%20General&utm_campaign=2f59b4e594-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_02_02_03_30_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-251e5d6e89-%5bLIST_EMAIL_ID%5d&fbclid=IwAR3XGonH2r13XyrbrKZ0qnkIIszc_hAC5ZlOGhTXDZKtfRnyBKokpETGlNw
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colleague of mine unapologetically calls himself a Marxist and 
a communist. It’s not that he’s apathetic to the mind-bending 
horrors of the Soviet Union; rather, he just doesn’t know 
about them.  
 
He doesn’t know, for instance, about the Red Terror. Nor 
does he appear to have any awareness of the Holodomor. My 
colleague doesn’t know that, during the Ukrainian famine, a 
young girl murdered her father and used his flesh to make an 
aspic, which she later sold to her fellow villagers at the market. 
Such ignorance will be the death of us.  
 
In his book, Intellectuals and Race, Thomas Sowell writes, “It 
was after the riots that Detroit became a ravaged community, 
and remained so for decades thereafter, as businesses 
withdrew, taking jobs and taxes with them.” In other words, 
businesspeople aren’t exactly falling all over themselves to 
open a store in any neighborhood where there will likely be 
riots the next time an unarmed black man is shot by police. A 
2012 Places article corroborates this: “Probably no 
combination of tax incentives and favorable loan terms would 
have spurred investment in an area perceived to be rife with 
crime and prone to riots.” But, of course, now, in the 
prevailing circumstances of total ignorance, historical 
illiterates like Khalyla Kuhn (a millennial, keep in mind) tell 
their viewers, “We need to burn to fucking learn, man!” 
 
 

THE WEAPON OF RIDICULE 
 

The French novelist Jean Genet said, “If we 
behave like the other side, we are the other side.” Yes, just as 
important as historical awareness is restraint of one’s pen and 
tongue. Anyway, it’s not like I’m the most informed person 
myself – as recently as two weeks ago, I was under the 
impression that the Ukrainians waited for their children to die 
of starvation before eating their flesh, but it turns out that, 

https://placesjournal.org/article/20-years-later-legacies-of-the-los-angeles-riots/?cn-reloaded=1
https://placesjournal.org/article/20-years-later-legacies-of-the-los-angeles-riots/?cn-reloaded=1
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during the Holodomor, desperate Ukrainian parents 
murdered their children so they could cannibalize them.  
 
Anyway, in order to be rhetorically effective, we must work 
on being less venomous. After all, weren’t some of the 
abolitionists too fulminating, scaring people off instead of 
bringing more people into the tent? Didn’t some of the 
abolitionists discredit the entire movement, at least 
temporarily, because their passion for ending slavery was too 
white-hot? 
 
Yes, yes, I understand we must temper our expression. It’s 
something I’m working on. But, goddamn it, I find it difficult to be 
civil these days! Hysterical scolds, tripping their asses off, seeing racism 
and misogyny everywhere, have taken over academia and publishing, 
affecting my life in real ways, but I’m an ogre if I tell people to pick up a 
book!  
 
“Look,” my mother tells me, “it’s one thing to tell people to 
be better informed, but calling people ‘Torquemadas’ and so 
forth is something else.”  
 
She’s wrong. Calling them “Torquemadas” is simply the 
weapon of ridicule, and there is nothing wrong with the 
ridicule.  
 
Of course, I’m not saying anything new here. But we need to 
keep restating this, lest people forget. There is nothing wrong with 
ridicule! Ridicule gets through to people in a way that civil 
discourse will not. Much more important, however, is the fact 
that we need to be able to ridicule bad ideas – ideas that yield 
famine and widespread cannibalism, for instance. For these 
ideas, mere criticism won’t do. We should be merciless. Not 
tasteless necessarily, but merciless. And relentless.  
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