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DELTASCAPES  
 
 
first spring day 

waking up 
to a cardinal’s call 

 
 
spring rain 

grass before the shack 
fresh green  

 
 
summer stars 

the yard alive with 
lightning bugs  

 
 
hot night 

a chained dog gasping 
outside a juke 

 
 
lonely drive 

a stop by Leland to shoot 
blues murals 

 
 
fall twilight 

church windows 
stained red 

 
 
winter dusk 

a cold shine of sunset  
on the red brick street 

 
 
deep south town 

shanties throbbing 
in the chugging of the train  
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MUSIC TOUR DOWN THE RIVER 
 
 
Memphis, Tennessee  
 

Beale Street 
the smell of BBQ stronger  
than the blues 

 
 
Helena, Arkansas 
 

King Biscuit Blues 
the music follows me 
to the river pier 

 
 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 
 

Ground Zero juke 
even the mic stand  
a bit tipsy  

 
 
Greenville, Mississippi 
 

Delta blues 
the casino boat  
slightly rocking 

 
 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

 
death celebration 
a jazz parade dancing 
to the cemetery 
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RARE SNOW IN THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA 
 
sudden snow  
the playground  
smooth white 
 
 

snow-coated fields 
snow geese sleep or graze  
for the next flight 

 
 
frozen night 
shimmering snowlight  
on windows 
 
 

snow shower 
a soft flop 
cheek-kissing 

 
 
listen— 
snowmelt dropping  
from the eaves 
 
 

burbling snow 
verdant patches appear 
in the yard 
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SNAPSHOTS OF DELTA SHACKS 
 

delta spring 
the plywood shanty again  

covered with kudzu 
 

 
spring pollen 

the roof of a juke joint 
dusty green 

 
 
deep autumn 

path to a shack blocked  
by the spider web 
 
winter wind 

a lean-to cabin  
shivers 

 
 
cold morning 

outside a shotgun house 
a sleeping dog 
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MISSISSIPPI SUMMER 
 
burning sun 
even a straw-hat scarecrow lowers its head 

… 
 
 
summer heat 
the little boy quickly licks the melting popsicle 
 

… 
 

after storm  
the blues highway steams in hot sun 
 

… 
 

stop by a rest area 
loud locusts in midnight trees 
 

… 
 

heat lightning 
a fish line flown toward the lake 
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CICADAS 
 

1 
moonrise 
a nymph climbs the fence 
inch by inch 
 

2 
summer solstice 
the first cicada  
heard at sundown 

 
3 

trail walking 
emptiness spreads 
in cicadas’ buzz 

 
4 

muggy day 
cicadas’ shrill 
through the mind 

 
5 

virga at noon 
a moment of silence  
of cicadas 

 
6 

shimmering dusk 
a cicada’s broken wing 
in the yard 

 
7 

before nightfall 
over a cicada’s song 
a star fades in 

 
8 

a glimmer of twilight 
an upside-down cicada 
hissing in grass 
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DELTA DROUGHT 
 
dragging drought— 
gray clouds roll away 
without a raindrop 
 
 

drought spell: 
a dry thunderstorm 
in the sky 

 
 
scorching summer 
cornstalks dry into 
scarecrows 
 
 

upturned fish  
in the drying pond 
a miniature Guernica 

 
 
dried bayou 
no more white egrets  
stand still 
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DELTA HEAT 
 
heat craze 

moths dart and loop around streetlights 
 
 
sticky noon 

greenbottle flies crawl on a dead gator 
 
 
sultry day 

a cicada hits the ground in a z-sound 
 
 
intolerable heat 

two brown butterflies in zigzagging flight 
 
 
hot rain— 

the blues highway responds with a jerk 
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DELTA WIND 
 
ghost town  

a sudden bark 
of stray wind 

 
 

abandoned church 
wind’s call and response 
through broken windows 

 
 
languid breeze 

a creased playbill fluttering 
on the closed club door 

 
 

roadside shack 
the broken door creaking  
now and then 

 
 
gust at dusk 

drumming of pecan nuts  
on the toolshed 

 
 

windy morning 
two street dogs huddling 
by the live oak 
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DELTA JOURNAL 
 
abandoned bridge 

its surface  
sprawled with blue morning glory 
 
 
lonely fall 

in the roadside fields  
a ragged scarecrow 
 
 
muggy noon 

dragonflies darting on highway 
hit my windshield 
 
 
autumn equinox— 

a three-legged dog  
stands at the crossroads  
 

  



JIANQING ZHENG 

BUTTONHOOK PRESS 19 

 
SIMPLE VIEWS OF THE DELTA LIFE 
 
spring rain 

in a broken flowerpot 
a blade of grass 

 
 
egg hunting 

dazzled by a meadow 
of primroses 

 
 
busy dawn 

the bee’s pollen baskets 
two yellow globes 

 
 
mowing at dusk 

seeds from stirred dandelions 
take flight 

 
 
autumn equinox 

a glowworm lingers 
in the backyard 

 
 
handclapping 

blackbirds’ hubbub  
bursts off bare trees 
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ROADKILL ON MISSISSIPPI HIGHWAY 7 SOUTH 
 
newly paved road 
roadkill here and there all the way 
to Belzoni 
 
 

looming dawn 
a dead alligator 
by the bridge  

 
 
storm long gone 
odor of a dead skunk  
still strong 
 
 

sunlight through trees    
a sudden swerve to avoid 
a dead deer 

 
 
nightfall 
three crows pecking at 
a crushed turtle  
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Family Grief 
 

1 
autumn wind 
the mom receives her son’s  
card from battlefield 
 
reading it in silence 
on the porch 
last radiance of sunset  
 
bloody twilight 
words on the postcard 
stained red 
 

2 
glorious sun 
the fallen soldier receives 
cannon salute 
 
footworn stones  
to the churchyard 
silence prolongs 
 
cold moonlight 
on the living room table  
a folded flag 
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IMPRESSIONS:   
WIND 
 
autumn wind 
a street violinist strings in the lamplight 
 

~ 
 

light breeze 
a red koi’s sudden jump ripples the pond 
 

~ 
 

humming pines 
waves lap the shore with moonlight 
 

~ 
 

cold morning 
the coat of a scarecrow filled with wind 
 

~ 
 

autumn breeze 
whispering of maples brushed red 
 

~ 
 

sudden wind 
bamboos shake off the morning dew 
 

~ 
 

summer wind 
a saxophone’s bronzy sound sways out of Ground Zero 
 

~ 
 

drowsy breeze 
a hobo lies listless on the park bench 
 

~ 
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swishing wind 
a dog’s tongue lapping water 
 

~ 
 

a gust of wind 
the beggar’s rags start to flutter 
 

~ 
 

wavering breeze 
dewdrops roll off the fig tree’s broad leaves  
 

~ 
 

autumn breeze 
silent fall of osmanthus in the yard 
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IMPRESSIONS:    
DELTA SUN 
 
morning glory 
tendrils of sunlight curl  
around the fence 
  

hand waving 
oh, it's not a strand of cobweb 
but a ray of sunrise 

  
sun-sitivity 
wish the sun would wear 
sunglasses too 
  

dinner time 
the dog wags its tail 
the sun its light 

  
receding sun 
a red ball rolls into 
the catfish pond 
  

twilight 
along highway 82 west 
flaming red ground phlox 
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IMPRESSIONS:   
COUNTRY CHURCHES IN THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA 
 
off-road drive  
in the glow of sunset  
a lean-to church 
 

last respect— 
cars slide in close file 
to the churchyard 

 
 … 
 
old country church 
stands still in autumn wind 
and dead time 
 

ghost town churchyard 
headstones loom 
in overgrown weeds 

 
 … 
 
blowing wind 
even the church bell  
sounds shivering 
 

defunct church  
the bell catches a shine 
from red sunset 

 
 … 
 
church with broken windows 
dust twirls  
in chunks of sunlight 
 

wall-crumbling church 
the dusty floor  
crackles under feet  
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IMPRESSIONS:  
MISSISSIPPI DELTA 
 

Itta Bena— 
home in the woods  
without woods 

 
 

summer storm 
on the clothesline 
fluttering laundry 
 

 
shimmering dusk 
up from raked pine needles  
a squad of mosquitoes 

 
 

harvest moon 
one over cornfields  
one in the fishpond 
 

 
delta wind 
the blues dance 
of a scarecrow 

 
 

delta life— 
the stretch of flatlands  
to sunset 
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IMPRESSIONS:  
WINTER IN THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA  
 
whistling wind 
a chugging train blows its horn 
across the flatland 
 

* 
 
windy morning 
fallen snow blown off trees  
glitters the sky 
 

* 
 
chirping cardinals 
sunlight thaws out  
on the frosty window 
 

* 
 
snow-covered street 
the mailman’s footsteps  
crunch closer 
 

* 
 
reading by fire 
warmth creeps from fingers  
to the body 
 

* 
 
waking from dream 
I pull my feet back  
under the quilt 
 

* 
 
snowy night porch lights along the street shimmering jack-o-lanterns 
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IMPRESSIONS:  
MIST 
 

1 
Halloween night 
misty shadows  
all over town  
 

2 
night drive— 
mists surge toward me 
one after another 
 

3 
early morning 
mist drifts on the river— 
where’s the nymph? 
 

4 
mist rising 
again green stream and a girl 
in a green dress 
 

5 
autumn equinox 
a white sun bobbing 
behind morning mists 
 

6 
in rising mist 
the cemetery stones 
in solemn silence 
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE GEESE 
 

cold evening 
Canada geese cawing 

across the sky 
 
 

wailing geese 
flying southward 

song of passage 
 
 

a line of wild geese 
flapping across the sunset  

on the horizon 
 
 

wild geese wedge  
across the blue sky 

a sojourner watches 
 
 

after stopover 
snow geese rise from 

a prairie lake 
 
 

quiet morning 
snow geese paddle through mist 

rising from the marsh 
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TEN IMPRESSIONS:  
MOON 
 
fall moonrise 
a rowboat startles 
waterfowls 
 
 

moonrise 
a crescent line of  
wave foam 

 
 

autumn moon 
a white Go stone snaps  
onto the board 
 
 

oh! the moon’s shadow 
has crept up the pine trees 
autumn deepens 

 
 

out of woods 
the hunter’s moon 
prowls closer 
 
 

bamboo flute— 
autumn moonlight 
gleaming white 

 
 

cat yowling 
there’s the tangled moon  
when I look out 
 
 

red moon watch 
peeling an orange 
while waiting 
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full moon 
a light circle for clouds 
to slide in and out 
 
 

Halloween night 
the live oak’s gyrating limbs 
hold the moon 
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MOMENTARY STAY 
 

yard mowing 
a patch of daisies 

left for bees 
  

… 
 

raking at dusk 
dispatching seeds 

of a dandelion 
  

… 
 

harvest time 
a flock of songbirds 

pecking the stubble field 
 
… 
 

backroad after rain 
driving slowly to avoid 

hitting dragonflies head-on 
  

… 
 

evening walk 
yesterday’s night heron 
            no longer seen 
  

… 
 

autumn stars 
crickets chirping 
            good luck 
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BUTTERFLIES 
 
a monarch hanging 
from its chrysalis—sunrise 
under a live oak 
 
 

warm sunshine 
a spring azure opens 
its crinkled wings 

 
 
mom’s daylily beds 
a fiery skipper  
zigzagging 
 
 

sunrays through trees 
cabbage whites dancing 
everywhere 

 
 
quiet garden 
a dead leaf lands 
on a green dahlia  
 
 

evening sky 
full of owl butterflies’  
eyespot wings 

 
 
nightfall 
a black swallowtail  
closing its wings 
 
 

reading Zhuangzi— 
each word a butterfly  
ready to dance 
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REACTION 
 

autumn wind— 
a squirrel scampers across the roof 
 

. . . 
 

wavering sunlight— 
a squirrel moving its tail on a limb 
 

. . . 
 

rotten twig— 
a squirrel drops and runs back to the oak 
 

. . . 
 

thunderbolt— 
a squirrel squatting on the lawn scoots away 
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WALKING IN A TOWN IN THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA 
 
evening walk  

alone and along with 
autumn breeze  

 
 
sidewalking 

a long path of stillness  
against shrill cicadas 

 
 
evening stroll  

step by step  
into streetlights 

 
 
lap-walking  

the red moon now changes 
into the orange one 

 
 
jogging at dusk  

the year’s end  
not far away 

 
 
empty walking trail  

fallen oak leaves  
shuffling along 
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WALKING NOTES 
 

lap-walking 
buzzing cicadas  

in a loop of trees 
 
 
night walk 

absorbed soon 
into stillness 

 
 

riverwalk 
the sun drags away 

with a jerk 
 
 
turn and read 

a blues flyer 
tacked on a lamppost 

 
 

looking twice 
at a church sign: 

America Bless God 
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FIVE VIEWS OF AUTUMN LEAVES 
 

morning sun 
iridescent gleam  
of maple leaves 

 
 
cold wind 
oak leaves swirl 
in a huddle 
 
 

raking time— 
look through the pecan leaf holes 
at twilight 

 
 
autumn sunset 
leaves of poison ivy 
blood-red 
 
 

deep autumn 
a shed snakeskin raked out 
from pine needles 
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POND 
 
sunlit pond 
sparkling of koi fish backs 
 
 

fitful wind 
fish flit here and there 

 
 
a kerplunk 
moonlight rippling out 
 
 

all night long 
a pondful of moonshine 

 
 
first-time kiss 
green willows brushing the still water 
 
 

just one dip of autumn sunset 
the pond blinks 

 
 
patches of ice thaw on the pond 
January sunshine 
 
 

winter moon 
a dead fish in the iced pond 
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SEEING 
 
colorful fungi— 
life restarts 
from a dead tree 
 
 

warm sunshine— 
yellow pansies appear 
from melted snow 

 
 
azaleas start to bloom— 
I remove the nectar feeder 
from the porch ring 
 
 

blooming azaleas— 
I hide in the car to wait 
for the hummingbirds 

 
 
sinking sun— 
slow crinkling 
of cherry blossoms  
 
 

weary dusk— 
in each sagging fig 
a pecked hole 

 
 
slanting sunlight— 
blackberries catch a gleam 
before it sinks 
 
 

blurry moon— 
white fluffy flowers of reeds  
in autumn wind 
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MY OLD NEIGHBOR’S CATS 
 
on the porch dusted with green pollen 
a cat’s footprints 

… 
 
the door creaks  
op—en 
 

a black cat  
 
crossing the street  
stops to listen 

… 
 

the gardener’s sneeze— 
the tail-playing cat looks around 

… 
 
this quiet  
garden trail 
 

a black-and-white cat  
 
basking  
in autumn sunlight 

… 
 

crackling thunder 
the bird-catching cat stops prowling 

… 
 
suppertime— 
the same 
 

white cat 
 
purrs 
by the door 

… 
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nocturnal yowling 
an elusive cat reveals its presence 

… 
 
spring night 
the cats’ love-making  
 

whine 
 
louder and louder 
in the backyard 

… 
 

summer daybreak— 
a black cat peeps by the toolshed 

… 
 
overnight snow… 
a cat’s 
 

**************** 
 
leading from my driveway 
to my neighbor’s 
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SUNSET 
 
Valentine’s Day— 
forgetting to buy roses, 
I drive sunset home 
 
 

wind across the pond— 
reflection of sunset 
shivering in ripples 

 
 
after sunset 
a red strip of lava 
in the west sky  
 
 

wildfire of sunset— 
blueberries blaze red  
on the mountain slope 

 
 
pond sunset 
a redfish strips line 
from the reel 
 
 

autumn dusk 
the tower bell strikes down 
the setting sun  

 
 
lingering afterglow 
on the window— 
wingflap of a cardinal 
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SNAPSHOTS OF THE SUN 
 

1 
morning breeze 

the sun in a dewdrop 
bouncing off 
 

2 
howling wind 

on top of mountain pines 
waves of sunshine 
 

3 
winter sun 

outward on the iced pond 
the slow thaw 
 

4 
sunrays through clouds 

sound of a harp 
from a window 
 

5 
stirred by wind 

sunlight on a spider’s web 
starts to slide 
 

6 
autumn sunrise 

a dinghy drifts 
to shore 
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IV.  
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MAD MARCH JOURNAL 
 
home-confined 
viewing cherry blossoms 
on youtube  
 
 

blooming azaleas 
a long look by the window  

 
 
hand waving  
to the hand reached out 
with thank-you  
 
 

new orleans mardi gras 
catching beads as well as virus? 

 
 
virus spike 
three cups of earl grey 
gulped down 
 
 

weekend wind 
trump’s virus card blown from the box  

 
 
walmart notice 
spring water one gallon 
per person   
 
 

warehouse pickup 
wondering whether the box carries virus 

 
 
chirping birds 
another daybreak 
in hard times 
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NOTES TAKEN DURING COVID-19 
 
farewell 

two friends footshake 
at the bus station 

 
 
social distancing 

an awkward smile  
exchanged 

 
 
insidious time 

a statue 
masked as well 

 
 
virus impact 

packages returned 
to the sender 

 
 
another gloomy day 

gray sky gray rain 
gray feeling 

 
 
window view 

looking 
for a piece of looking 
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QUARANTINE NOTES 
  
earth day 

the chainsaw hums 
till sunset 

  
 
egg-cracking 

the sunset bobbing 
at the west shore 

  
 
quiet munching 

on the horseback 
spring sunset 

  
 
dusk fishing 

the sunset bobbing 
in the lake 

  
 
may day 

first firefly’s flash 
at sunset 
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SEVEN NOTES ON COVID-19 
 
virus outbreak 

mom’s voice a calm river 
on the phone 

 
 
death toll 

the town chilled by ice 
this sad night 

 
 
splintered sky  

each star  
a cold corona 

 
 
spring equinox 

locked down 
from cherry viewing 

 
 
vaccine form 

my cat twitches its nose 
and paws it  

 
 
virus impact 

my package returned  
to the sender 

 
 
yearend  

life and death 
still a puzzle 
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V.  
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BIRDING IN THE MISSISSIPPI DELTA 
 

1 
spring daybreak 
a cardinal’s twitter  
sparklingly red 
 

2 
morning walk 
imitating a mockingbird 
for its reply 
 

3 
flyfishing 
a startled coot skims  
across the pond 
 

4 
a wren’s cheerful tone  
up on a leafless twig 
a spot of sunlight 
 

5 
caw of a crow 
a tinge of nightfall 
overhead 
 

6 
thick fog 
honking of passing geese  
over the river 
 

7 
after rain  
blackbirds’ hubbub  
back on the treetop 
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BIRDWATCHING 
 
two cardinals  
off a sprig: trembling  
of autumn twilight 

 
 
stone skipping—  
a waterfowl skims  
in off the pond  
 
 
new moon 
a stork lights awhile 
on the steeple 
 
 
a crowned crane  
silhouetted at moonrise—  
this still night 
 
 
blackbirds fly  
off the top of an oak— 
chirping leaves  
 
 
quiet morning 
the parakeet watches himself  
in the cage mirror 
 
 
gunshot— 
sparrows whirring up  
from the stubble field 
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SIX VIEWS OF BIRDWATCHING  
 

1 
fishbelly dawn 
a flight of snow geese 
above distant woods 
 

2 
a phalarope 
in chest-deep water— 
a view of two 
 

3 
kite flying 
a hawk spirals up  
to drift too 
 

4 
dried bayou 
a gray heron pecking 
in muddy water 
 

5 
a burst of blackbirds  
pecan leaves 
falling at dusk 
 

6 
winter wind 
geese wedge askew 
southward 
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THE JOY OF BIRDING 
 
lockdown days 
birdsongs from a tape 
fill the house 
  
 

urgent letter 
a woodpecker 
keeps typing 

  
 
window view 
two robins fight for the third 
watching on the fence 
  
 

dusk chorus 
a mockingbird shows 
a variety of tones 

  
 
spring sunset 
the red bird flushes 
before I snap 
 
 

quarantine 
birds offer a share 
of good time 
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THIRTEEN VIEWS OF BIRDING  
  

1  
alarm at dawn 
the roof dish jackhammered 
by a woodpecker  
  

2  
the robin’s cheer-up call  
a merry-go-around  
in the sleep 
  

3  
graying dusk  
starlings swirling and gyrating  
over stubble fields  
  

4  
moonrise 
on the back of a black cow  
a great egret  
  

5  
central park 
looking up at a crow  
chasing a barn owl 
  

6 
in the metronome  
of a mourning dove’s coo  
lap walking 
 

7  
rest area 
the cheerful song 
of a mockingbird 
 

8  
daybreak 
a black-capped chickadee’s  
chatter bushes out 
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9  
sunrise  
a cardinal’s mating call 
glimmers through trees 
  

10  
spring wind   
swallows swooping 
here and there  
  

11  
autumn rain  
a cuckoo reads its 
musical notation 
  

12  
a reed warbler’s  
(whistle over waving reeds)  
dream song  

  
13  

twilight  
red wingtips of a blackbird 
quiver and shimmer 
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ABOUT THE WRITER: 
 
JIANQING ZHENG is the author of The Dog Years of Reeducation (Madville 
Publishing, 2023), A Way of Looking (Silverfish Review Press, 2021), Enforced 
Rustication in the Chinese Cultural Revolution (Texas Review Press, 2019), Delta Sun 
(Red Moon Press 2018), and The Landscape of Mind (Slapering Hol Press, 2002). 
His edited books include Conversations with Dana Gioia, African American Haiku, 
The Other World of Richard Wright, and Sonia Sanchez's Poetic Spirit through Haiku. 
He is a professor of English at Mississippi Valley State University where he 
edits Valley Voices: A Literary Review. 
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2022 
Funny You Should Ask 

Prose Poetry by Brad Rose 
Hunger Pains 

Flash Discourse by Mark Blickley 
Comedy Hour 

Poetry by Bruce Robinson 
Delta Notes 

Haiku by Jianqing Zheng 
Scaring Crow 

Haiku by Adjei Agyei-Baah 
Dust and Rust 

Haibun by Taofeek Ayeyemi 
A Sweater for the Tayfel 

Irish/English Haiku by Gabriel Rosenstock celebrating the art of Issachar Ber 
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Zen and the Art of House Painting 
New and selected flash fiction by Wayne Scheer 

The Selborne Haibun 
Irish/English Haibun by Gabriel Rosenstock, featuring passages from The Natural 
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Polish Poets in Beds with Girls 
And Other True Stories 

 

A Novella of the Interwar Years 1919-1939 

Erik Harper Klass 
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INTRODUCING  

THE BUTTONHOOK PRESS MASTERS SERIES 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Brian Clements on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Mark Budman on Flash Discourse 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Ray Gonzalez on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Michael Martone on Flash Fiction 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 
 

Buttonhook Press titles on Amazon 
available now 

 
 

 
Pamelyn Casto 
Flash Fiction:  
Alive in the Flicker A Portable Workshop 
 
 
 
 
 
James Weitz 
The Pandemic Letters:  
Interviews with Travelers  
Trapped Abroad During COVID 
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ABOUT JUST LOOKING 

 
In this collection, Jianqing Zheng offers readers moment after moment of 
vivid details and heightened awareness that transport them into the 
landscapes, domestic interiors, and communal spaces of the Mississippi Delta. 
Zheng is a skillful poet crafting both traditional and innovative haiku to share 
his experience of this region where he has lived for decades. Just Looking is an 
outstanding book of haiku sequences not to be missed. 
 

—Ce Rosenow, Former President of The Haiku Society of America 
author of Lenard D. Moore and African American Haiku: Merging Traditions 

 
 
Zheng masterfully captures the beauty, culture, and history of the Mississippi 
Delta with his minimalist poetry. Readers will be captivated by the poet's 
astute observation of the things that are easy to overlook. The poems in Just 
Looking offer an intriguing journey into a region the poet knows intimately.   
 

—John J. Han, editor of Intégrité, Cantos, and Fireflies' Light 
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2022 Pamphlet Series 
 

$12.50 (USA)                     $15.50 (Canada) 
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