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Image: A cedarwood door panel with carving decoration by unknown woodworker. 
37 3/16 x 18 1/8 inches. 1961-1968. These types of panels are made by woodworkers 
(settarin) who specialize in decorating wooden panels for the doors of madrasas, palaces, 
mosques, and minbars (pulpits) in mosques and also of panels that are inserted into walls 
or placed above doors. According to Josephine Powell, the collector of this panel, it was 
originally intended for the tomb of Mohammed V, the former king of Morocco, in Rabat. 
However, the panel did not fit well and was not used and so was sold to the 
Tropenmuseum. Used here by free license via the National Museum of World Culture 
in Amsterdam, The Netherlands.  
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Award-winning poet Hassane Zemmouri has been published widely 
around the globe in both English and French. In his chapbook School 
Songs, he celebrates family bonds in numerous settings. His finely 
crafted haiku and senryu speak to all of us. A most enjoyable read. 
 

Roberta Beach Jacobson 
Editor, Cold Moon Journal 
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To my mother 

 

To my two nephews, Rachid and Rafik, who 

always inspire me 

 

To my friends 

 

To readers 

 

And to the child who still lives in me 
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Foreword 
 
This introduction is not a literary criticism but an account 

of what you will find in this chapbook, in particular some 
impressions on these pages. 
 
I’ve known Hassane Zemmouri for a while, since I’ve been 
publishing his photo-haiku on the blog I manage, called 
”Our best haiga”. I appreciated right from the start the 
accuracy of his haiku, the spirit of observation and the way 
he captures the moment worth remembering. 
 
In this collection, the author has gathered haiku and senryu 
in 5 chapters. The poems are sketches with essential lines, 
adorned with a few epithets and comparisons that add to the 
charm. I will mention a few haiku where I found a hidden 
meaning in the shadow, and maybe more than that. 
 
In Chapter 1, in the following poem, I think seedling might 
be alluding to “sowing” the letters of the alphabet that will 
bear fruit someday. 
 

seedling - 
the child learns the alphabet 

 
The poet is very attentive to details: first day of kindergarten, 
first bag of crisps shared with a classmate, first drop of 
perfume on the apron, the first small steps on the wide road 
of knowledge, of life itself. 
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school playground - 
beginning of a friendship 
a sachet of potato chips 

 
first day at school - 
on my nephew’s apron... 
a sprinkle of perfume 

 
Chapter 2 is about children amid nature. Does the rhetorical 
question in the next haiku refer to how difficult it is to catch 
a butterfly between the thorns? Or is the butterfly a symbol 
for an opportunity, a desire, a goal which you can’t reach 
because of a “thorn”? 
 
I don’t know if the author has this interpretation in mind as 
well, but that’s how I imagine it on second reading. 
 

thistle - 
how can the child 
catch the butterfly? 

 
The voice of birds fascinates us, regardless of age, so the 
author also dwells on this subject: 
 

song of the nightingale - 
for moments 
the girl forgets her destination 

 
bird’s song - 
the girl carelessly 
tramples the flowers 

 
From chapter 3, I have noted two poems about holidays. 
The child has already learned the alphabet, so he can 
compose his first letter. Somewhere, someone will read and 
reread it, both in the moment and perhaps years from now. 
The scent of yellowed letters has its own, special spring. 
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summer vacation - 
the infinite enthusiasm 
to send the first letter” 

 
But, it seems, not only some letters are worth keeping, but 
also a little paper boat, which the author finds among the 
copybooks, symbolizing the desire to leave one shore for 
another, to see and better understand this world we live in. 
The poet does not specify whose boat it is, who made it, 
himself as a child, or his father, or who else, and why it is 
kept as a cherished memory that he cannot separate from. It 
remains to be imagined. 
 

summer holidays - 
amongst my old copybooks 
his paper boat 

 
Chapters 4 and 5 continue the previous themes and focus on 
the ancient relationship between man and nature. 
 

spring wind 
clay pots made for her doll 
drying at the window 
 
end of harvest - 
for the peasant&#39;s daughter 
a straw doll 
 
summer vacation - 
a grasshopper interrupts 
the girls’ hopscotch 

 
tickling… 
from the child’s tender hand 
the sheep devours a fist of grass 
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Towards the end of this chapbook, Hassane dedicates some 
lines to his parents: the caring mother weaving gloves, and 
the father teaching him a kind of flight without wings, in the 
swing, perhaps a wooden one built by the father himself. 
 

the mother knitting gloves - 
the child counts his fingers 
 
first spring wind - 
the dad pushes his child 
on the swing 
 
first gloves - 
my mother’s warm hands 
cover mine 

 
These are some thoughts on Hassane Zemmouri’s collection 
of poems. They are about his childhood in Algeria, but any 
child in the world can relate to these freeze-frames. Little 
things blossom into joy and everlasting sweet memories. 
 

LAVANA KRAY 
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first travel — 

the geography lesson at school 

 

 

 

seedling — 

the child learns the alphabet 

 

 

 

among the autumn leaves  

the little steps swaying... 

heavy schoolbag 

 

 

 

cloudy sky — 

the school bus  

flooded with stories  
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morning fog — 

in the small schoolbag  

chalk and a slate 

 

 

autumn morning — 

the shiver of little fingers 

under tap water 

 

 

afternoon coffee — 

pupils on the way home 

sing school songs 

 

 

 

sweet evening — 

my nephew training 

on school songs  
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railway — 

pupils waving to 

strange travelers 

 

 

school playground — 

beginning of a friendship  

a sachet of potato chips 

 

 

first day at school — 

on my nephew's apron... 

a sprinkle of perfume 

 

 

 

personal diary — 

the teacher's signature 

next to the first poem 
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first day of school - 

a candy in the pupil's pocket 

 

 

 

a rainbow - 

each pupil has a different dream 
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thistle — 

how can the child  

catch the butterfly? 

 

 

butterfly hunt… 

the child comes back 

with a wounded knee 

 

 

early spring — 

a child with a bouquet 

a ladybug tickles his fingers 

 

 

 

butterfly… 

a child with a bouquet  

late to catch it  
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blue sky — 

before making a wish 

the child kisses the dandelion 

 

 

song of the nightingale — 

for moments  

the girl forgets her destination 

 

 

bird's song — 

the girl carelessly  

tramples the flowers 
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summer vacation — 
the infinite enthusiasm 

to send the first letter 

 

 

raging waves — 

children compete 

on seashells collecting 

 

 

summer vacation — 

the doll's first bath 

 

 

 

summer holidays — 

amongst my old copybooks 

his paper boat  
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summer rain… 

at each sound of the rattle 

the baby smiles 

 

 

summer vacation — 

the river music welcomes  

the camp kids 

 

 

seashell collecting… 

by the waves' sound  

the blind boy imagines the sea 
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hopscotch — 

the little girl 

learns to count 

 

 

hopscotch — 

with the stone throw 

the song begins 

 

 

spring wind  

clay pots made for her doll 

drying at the window 

 

 

end of harvest — 

for the peasant's daughter 

a straw doll  
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under the sun 

sheets on the clothesline — 

children's hide-and-seek 

 

 

summer vacation — 

a grasshopper interrupts 

the girls’ hopscotch 

 

 

touch by touch  

the blind child builds a house  

of LEGO cubes 

 

 

refugees camp — 

the child's teddy bear 

full of dust  



Hassane Zemmouri 

Buttonhook Press 32 

 
end of fasting — 

my nephew with a tiger mask 

roaring 

 

 

LEGO cubes — 

teaching my nephew  

what privacy is 

 

 

wedding bouquet… 

children tickle each other 

with pampas grass 

 

 

scenes of Hajj* 

from the toy camera... 

the child's first travel 
 

* Hajj: the Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca 
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feast day* — 

the child's piggy bank fills up  

with each visit 
 

* The feast of Eid, celebrated by Muslims at the end of Ramadan. 

 

 

tickling… 

from the child’s tender hand  

the sheep devours a fist of grass 

 

 

winter wind — 

the mother sings for the baby 

 

 

the mother knitting gloves — 

the child counts his fingers 
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first spring wind — 

the child shakes the piggy-bank 

 

 

 

first spring wind — 

the dad pushes his child  

on the swing 

 

 

mandarin peeling — 

the laughter of my little nephew  

when we sneeze 

 

 

 

first gloves — 

my mother's warm hands 

cover mine 
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long winter night  — 

because of insomnia 

I follow the breath of the child 

 

 

long night... 

mom's story eases 

tooth pain 

 

 

bird’s song — 

the mother knitting socks 

for her child 

 

 

 

first bath — 

mother and baby smiles 

flood the bathtub 
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mash potatoes 

spoon after spoon 

the baby's smile widens 

 

 

baby mash — 

first spoons for the mother 

 

 

 

with maternal tenderness 

the little horse rider  

combs the horse's hair 

 

 

 

end of vacation — 

she embroiders his name 

on the school apron 
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old cupboard — 

mom pulls my plush  

to calm my nephew 

 

 

war news — 

my two nephews fight over 

the plate of fries 

 

 

cartoons before bed — 

my nephew jumping 

asks for popcorn 

 

 

 

breaking news — 

my nephew discovers the hidden pot 

of chocolate spread 
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dinner table — 

my nephew gathers the yogurts 

at his side 

 

 

plate of beans... 

the child suffering to finish it 

or no cartoon 

 

 

rosebud- 

the fresh smell of the baby skin 
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About the writer: 
 
HASSANE ZEMMOURI was born on 17th of January 

in 1991. He is from Algiers, Algeria. A haijin, children's stories 
writer, and a poet, he has been writing haiku since September 
2017. Some of his work (haiku, senryu, haiga, and tanka) are 
published or are forthcoming in French and English language 
haiku anthologies and journals, including The Mamba, Seashores, 
Cold Moon Journal, Scarlet Dragonfly, tsuri-dōrō, Haiku Pea Podcast 
and Poetry Pea Journal, Daily Haiga, Our Best Haiga, Time Haiku, 
Fireflies’ Light, Take5, Eucalypt and Ribbons. 

His awards and prizes include First Prize in the International 
Haiku Contest of Beauchamps, France, 2020; Third Prize in 
the French section of the international Haiku Contest 
organized by Revista Haiku, Romania, 2021; a Commendation 
in the IRIS Haiku Contest, the association Three Rivers, 
Croatia, 2021; First Prize in the French section in the 
international Haiku Contest organized by Revista Haiku, 
Romania, 2022; Second Place in My Haiku Pond 5th 
anniversary Haiga Contest, 2020; and an Honorable Mention 
in the 4th edition of Santoka International Haiga Contest 2021. 
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