THE O:JA&L 2026 PAMPHLET SERIES
A TIMELY SATIRE

Proposed as Reflective Practice
for University of Cambridge Faculty
=ty e % 3

5

JAMES WEITZ

HOT BUTTON PRESS
An imprint of OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters




A BRIEF HISTORY OF RACIAL CLASSIFICATION
AND HUMAN EXHIBITIONS IN THE WEST, 1814-2026

Copyright © 2026 by HOT BUTTON PRESS
An imprint of OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters (O:JA&L)

All rights reserved on behalf of OJAL Art Incorporated,
OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters (O:JA&L) and the O:JA&L Free Presses imprints,
and James Weitz.
Other than under fair use provisions of United States copyright law, no part of this pamphlet
may be reproduced by any means without the expressed written consent of both the
publisher and the author.

OJAL Art Incorporated, publishing since 2017 as OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters (O:J A&L)
and its various imprints supports writers and artists worldwide.

OPEN: 1oyl of ks & Letrers

K-
§

Set in Garamond and GARAMOND ALLCAPS and formatted in CreateSpace.
Brand content set in Garamond and PERPETUA TITLING.

Made available online and/or printed in the USA and elsewhere as a novelty or
commemorative document celebrating the publication of James Weitz‘s pamphlet of satire
entitled .4 Brigf History of Racial Classification and Human Exhibitions in the West, 1814-2026
(Proposed as Reflective Practice for the University of Cambridge).

This project was made possible, in part, through support from
Richard Stimac and his new book BLOOD, WATER, AND STONE
available now from Spartan Press.

Cover image: Bandanna Land at the Majestic (Al-assisted digital image) by O:JA&L staff
creative. 2026. Public domain via Midjourney AL

O:JA&L’s HOT BUTTON PRESS: Contemporary Controversies



https://www.amazon.com/Blood-Water-Stone-Richard-Stimac/dp/B0GS1FVJQG/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33JAL0G9SM7FK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.2G1oTHgCZ5HyIjH3LJowMa54GvX0GgBgATpJvmnM8LZfLK3X1FxpDEXTP8TZqUjY.vRex783WWHGSq55KaXhwd0kgDEtAE01e-HRUzD2nlu4&dib_tag=se&keywords=richard+stimac&qid=1774221422&sprefix=%2Caps%2C325&sr=8-1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/blood-water-and-stone-richard-stimac/1149661119?ean=9798899750304

JAMES WEITZ

A BRIEF HISTORY OF RACIAL CLASSIFICATION
AND HUMAN EXHIBITIONS IN THE WEST,
1814-2026
Proposed as Reflective Practice for University of Cambridge Faculty

JAMES WEITZ

THE O:JA&L PAMPHLET SERIES




A BRIEF HISTORY OF RACIAL CLASSIFICATION
AND HUMAN EXHIBITIONS IN THE WEST, 1814-2026

THE PALAIS-ROYAL
(PARIS) 1815

JEAN REAUX, THE ANIMAL SHOWMAN, gazed at the
diminutive Khoekhoe woman, whom he was considering purchasing
from the Englishman, Henry Taylor. She stood barely clothed on a
stage a mere three feet in front of him. He raised his monocle and
leaned in for a still closer inspection.

“Monsieur,” said Taylor, “observe her woolly hair, dark skin, large
breasts and, of course, her bulging derviere that verily defies gravity.
Such an exotic curiosity! Visitors would pay handsomely to view her.”

Réaux tore his attention away. “Is she human?” he asked.
Taylor shrugged and threw open his palms. “T suppose.”’
“Does she speak?”

“Dutch.”

“Does she have a name?”

The Englishman took a moment to consult her papers. “Sara
Baartman,” he said.

The animal showman turned back to the woman and looked at her
with curiosity. “I have heard that in London a media campaign
launched by one Zachary Macaulay led to a legal complaint of slavery.”

“Yes, but this was really nothing. Macaulay funded some do-good
journalism to pressure the English courts. Baartman herself testified
that she was brought from South Africa of her own free will. And of
course ... whatever protections she had in England do not apply here.”
Taylor shifted nervously and quickly waved one hand through the air.
“Anyway, shouldn’t France, as the seat of European culture, display a
true noble savage to help the French stay as educated on race science
as the British?”
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The animal showman felt what little patriotic pride his small heart
could hold. “Those are all sound points,” he said. “And the popular
Palais-Royal would be the right venue to show her. We can find a place
in the public galleries and exhibition spaces.”

“Then shall we complete the saler”

“Yes. You know, I think we’ll put a collar on her. People will pay a
good price, as you say.”

Taylor smiled.

Throngs of people crowded aronnd ... Look at her buttocks! ... She’s
all the rage! ... She wears no dress! ... They oobed and they aabed ...

I must show her at my luncheon ... But of course, Mademoiselle.

Everyone wants to see her—tout le monde! ... Deliver her at my home
in the Faubourg Saint-Germain at noon next Monday. In her cage, of
conrse.

On the afternoon of the luncheon, the door of Sara’s small room off
a noisy, crowded gallery walkway was locked from the inside. Sara was

late for delivery.
“Force the doot,” ordered Réaux.

One of his employees, a large man, threw his shoulder against it several
times until it gave way. “For God’s sake!” exclaimed Réaux as he
beheld Baartman lying motionless in bed. A putrid smell hit him in the
face. “Call a doctor.”

#

Sara Baartman died after a week of what was described as an
“inflammatory and eruptive sickness,” which may have been smallpox
or syphilis, or a condition related to her heavy alcohol use and very
poor living conditions. French naturalist Georges Cuvier made a full
plaster cast of her body, preserving her brain and genitals in alcohol.
These remains, along with the cast and her skeleton, were kept on
display in the Museum of Man in Paris until 1974. They were
repatriated to South Africa in 2002 at President Nelson Mandela’s
request.

THE O:JA&L PAMPHLET SERIES




A BRIEF HISTORY OF RACIAL CLASSIFICATION
AND HUMAN EXHIBITIONS IN THE WEST, 1814-2026

THE BRAZILIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
(RIO DE JANEIRO) 1882

THE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM, LADISLAU
NETTO, walked into the staff meeting smiling and waving aloft a
letter from the governor of Espiritu Santo province. “Great news! Our
efforts have been rewarded. Governor Herculano Marcos Inglez de
Souza has written to inform us that he has procured Indian savages for
our Anthropological Exhibition this year, to be delivered with an
interpreter well in advance of the inauguration.”

The director had reason to be proud. Obtaining wild Indians for the
museum’s ethnographic zoo would be the highlight of his years-long
effort to assemble an anthropological exhibit that would rival those of
the museums in New York, Paris and London. Newspapers and
science journals around the world would report on it, and the
international reputation of both Netto and the Brazilian National
Museum would be secured.

The staff gave a round of applause, and then one of them asked, “How
many people are there and how should we care for them?”

The director’s expression turned serious and an awkward silence filled
the room. “It is important to remember,” he said, “that we are not
speaking of people. This is not a kidnapping. On the evolutionary
hierarchy, the difference between the highest human race and these
savages is greater than the difference between them and the non-
human great apes.” The director’s visage brightened again. “But as to
care, these bestial savages come from the Botocudo and Xerente tribes.
As such, they are accustomed to basic clothes, beds and food, which
they can prepare between performances of singing and dancing. It will
be a great educational opportunity in race science for the public!”

#

The inauguration took place on July 29, the 36t birthday of Princess
Isabel. She, Emperor Dom Pedro IT and Empress Teresa Cristina were
accompanied by a formal retinue in full gala attire. A band played the
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national anthem. Netto delivered an oration: the exhibition, he said,
was a scientific achievement not just for Brazil, but for all the civilized
world. Fireworks and military bands celebrated throughout the city.

The royal family toured the museum. But something was wrong. The
Indians had been removed because, as the Gageta de Noticias described
it, the museum could not “reconcile the demands of the public and its
ardent curiosity and at the same time to allow the Indians to walk
through the halls of the anthropological exhibition and to dance and
sing at will, without the shoving of which they had been victims.” And
the satirical Revista I/lustrada wrote, “So much interest in science amazes
me; but I end up verifying that this cutiosity of the visitors is only to
see the Indians. ... The poor Indians, the unfortunate ones, driven
away by the Fluminense savagery, had long since taken refuge...”

Several days later the Emperor returned to view the Indians, who had
been sheltered in a nearby fire brigade barracks for their safety. He
watched as they were given physical and anthropometric examinations:
head shape, skull proportions, skeletal features, tooth morphology. He
had them transported to his residence for the remainder of their stay.
Once their usefulness for the museum’s anthropological exhibit ended,
they were returned home.

Months later, five of the same Botocudo Indians were kidnapped a
second time and eventually found themselves on tour with the Grand
Ethnological Congtress of the Barnum & Bailey Circus. One of them,
a woman named Nahen, died of typhoid pneumonia in Pittsburgh in
October 1883.
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THE BRONX ZOO
(NEW YORK), 1906

BRONX ZOO DIRECTOR WILLIAM HORNADAY sat in his well-
appointed office and listened as Madison Grant, Secretary of the New
York Zoological Society, read aloud a New Yorg Times editorial that was
supportive of Hornaday’s efforts to display a recently acquired pygmy
in the Monkey House:

“We do not quite understand all the emotion which others are
expressing in the matter. ... It is absurd to make moan over the
imagined humiliation and degradation Benga is suffering. The pygmies

. are very low in the human scale, and the suggestion that Benga
should be in a school instead of a cage ignores the high probability that
school would be a place ... from which he could draw no advantage
whatsoever.”

Grant looked at Hornaday over the top of the newspaper and smiled
wiyly. “These are very much the thoughts I would have communicated
to the editor, myself.” He set down the paper and leaned forward.
“Your critics do not understand that the most humane thing for Benga
is to keep him on display in his natural habitat.”

“The zoo and 1 certainly appreciate your support, Mr. Grant,” said
Hornaday. “I do not understand all the brouhaha myself. Benga came
to the 1904 World’s Fair from the Congolese rainforest, grateful to the
American explorer who purchased him out of slavery. He was then
happy enough here in the Monkey House until this negro, Reverend
Gordon, alerted the media and started putting ideas in his head. Benga
just yesterday began using his bow and arrow props to shoot at visitors
outside his cagel”

Grant shook his head. “Senseless violence is a deep-seated patt of the
negro’s nature,” he said. “Anyway, after all is said and done, this is a
great educational opportunity for our own people to understand their
place in mankind’s racial hierarchy.”

O:JA&L’s HOT BUTTON PRESS: Contemporary Controversies




JAMES WEITZ

“Yes, education is the main point. But would you believe that this
Reverend Gordon fellow proposes to cap Benga’s sharpened teeth and
educate him in Virginiar?”

Madison Grant guffawed and shook his head.
#
Lynchburg, Virginia. Some years later.
Benga builds a ceremonial fire and dances ronnd it with some locals looking
on. He pulls off his teeth caps and from his mouth escape beantiful songs
sung in his native langnage. Night falls. He walks to a nearby stable and
retrieves a hidden gun from beneath) a pile of hay...
New York Times
OTA BENGA, PYGMY, TIRED OF AMERICA
“Benga, [was] the first of the African pygmies to consent to leave his
native wilds and the first who ever elected to remain in this country.

... Finally, the burden of the white man’s civilization became too great
for him to bear, and he sent a bullet through his heart.”
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CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY,
(CAMBRIDGESHIRE, ENGLAND) LATE 2022

THE NINE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF ELECTORS met
online to review the application of their favored candidate for the
Chair in Sociology of Education in the Faculty of Education at
Cambridge University. They wanted a black scholar who understood
the whiteness problem. The board did not fully understand the
problem themselves. But they did understand that high-profile
diversity hires enhanced a university’s reputation and helped with
funding.

Before the final vote on Dr. Jason Arday, Baroness Sally Morgan, the
board chair and permanent member of the House of Lords appointed
by Queen Elizabeth II, weighed in with her moderated sterile accent:
“An extremely low percentage of Cambridge professors are black. It is
therefore important that we center someone of African descent in
front of our students to help educate them on the nefarious impact of
whiteness. I believe Dr. Arday sums it up better than I can in this
passage from his 2020 article in Times Higher Education. The Baroness
read aloud: “Higher education institutions may see themselves as
progressive, but ‘whiter than white” would be a better description of
their racial balance than of their moral character.”

“His scholarship is courageous,” someone added. “And Dr. Arday’s
origin story is impressive in and of itself. He had to overcome great

adversity as an autistic man to get where he is now.”

“But he is very young,” said another voice. “Only 37. The last Chair,
Susan, was 20 years older than Dr. Arday when she was hired.”

“He has good references,” said the Baroness.

An uncertain voice piped up. “He has good references, but he does
not have a degree in sociology.”

“No, but he has a PhD in education,” responded another board
member. “And his work in autoethnography on race, education and
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inequality is first-rate.”

“And this problem of whiteness ... exactly what will the students
learn?”

“Well, just think about it,” said the Baroness sounding a bit annoyed.
“If nothing else, they will learn simply by observing a black man teach
in front of them. It will be a great opportunity in race studies for the
students.”

The board needed no more discussion before it voted unanimously to
approve the hire. After all, Arday’s origin story was indeed impressive.
And in no time, he was being hailed by the mainstream media as a new
academic superstar.

Oooh, look at bis four-foot dreadlocks ... diagnosed with antism at
3 ... non-verbal until age 11 ... Illiterate until 18 ... now
Cambridge’s youngest black scholar appointed to a professorship ...
he ran 600 miiles in six days ... 30 marathons in 35 days and raised
L5 million for charity ... he had a stroke and lost bis memory ... be
spent months in a coma after being hit by a car ... he was on Seven

Up!
#

Four years later, in the summer of 2026, Professor Hilary Cremin, head
of the faculty of education, met with Dr. Arday in his office to discuss
a problem.

“This man, Nathan Cofnas, is a pest,” she said. “The university got rid
of him in 2024 and now, I’'m afraid to tell you, he’s scrawled a vengeful
article about you full of falsehoods.”

Dr. Arday shook his head almost mournfully. “I’ve read the article,”
he said. “Cofnas is cleatly acting out of insecurity by attacking me as a
black man. This is a common behavior pattern among white
supremacists.”

“I think that’s very insightful, Dr. Arday. I want you to know you have
the full support of the faculty of education. We’ve defended you in
vatious ways against attempted dishonest reporting in the past... But
this time, I think a public statement should suffice to be rid of the
problem. Cofnas’s obscure online blog will not carry the same weight
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with the public as the opinion of Cambridge and our allies in the UK
mainstream media.”

#

On August 5, Cambridge announced that Arday would be investigated
for academic misconduct. Arday resigned the same day. On August 12,
the investigation was expanded to include “the circumstances around
his appointment by the Faculty of Education.” On August 14, 2026,
Jason Arday was found dead in a room in south London, likely by
suicide. His fabulist memoir, Great and Unfortunate Things, nonetheless
went on sale in mid-August as planned.

Hilary Cremin sat in her office and watched her computer screen with
a vacant stare. Nathan Cofnas was answering questions about the
Arday affair in an online interview with the obscure No BS with Brad
Smith podcast out of Toronto, Canada. As she listened, she allowed
herself to wonder how Jason’s race became such a focus for her, and
really how inhuman is the life of a man who has no real friends to tell
him not to lie. “[Cambridge] hired him when he was 37 years old,”
Cofnas was saying, “and the retirement age is 68. So, what was the
plan? To keep the story buried for 31 years? ... They knew that he was
a fabulist. It’s impossible to say that they didn’t know. They had three
years to let him down gently. Instead, they tried to cover it up and
made his humiliation as bad as possible. And then as soon as it was
sufficiently embarrassing to the university, they just threw him under
the bus and said we’re not protecting you, we’re starting an
investigation and he’s out. ... This is a story of DEL”
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O:JA&L’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS CHAPBOOK SERIES
2020

A writer’s resource by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto
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Experimental Discourse by Associate Editor WJP Newnham

Haibun by Associate Editor Jeff Streeby
2021

A flash fiction sequence by Don Robishaw
An essay from a longer academic WIP by Anne Whitehouse
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O:JA&L’s HOT BUTTON PRESS: Contemporary Controversies



https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Casto-essays.6-x-9.B.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Casto-essays.6-x-9.B.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook2.three-poets-on-craft.CreateSpace-Word-Templates.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook2.three-poets-on-craft.CreateSpace-Word-Templates.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook.Newnham.2.CreateSpace-Word-Templates-002.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook.Newnham.2.CreateSpace-Word-Templates-002.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Horse.4-frames.2020.chapbook.-6-x-9.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Horse.4-frames.2020.chapbook.-6-x-9.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Robishaw.6-x-9-inch-15.24-x-22.86-cm.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Robishaw.6-x-9-inch-15.24-x-22.86-cm.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2020-chapbook-seriesissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousethe-imp-of-the-perverseedgar-allan-poes-misplaced-youth/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2020-chapbook-seriesissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousethe-imp-of-the-perverseedgar-allan-poes-misplaced-youth/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesthe-first-annual-ojal-prize-for-flash-discourseselected-and-with-an-introduction-byassociate-editor-pamelyn-casto/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesthe-first-annual-ojal-prize-for-flash-discourseselected-and-with-an-introduction-byassociate-editor-pamelyn-casto/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-cresserhere-comes-herodotus-again/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-cresserhere-comes-herodotus-again/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetrybrad-rosefunny-you-should-ask/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetrybrad-rosefunny-you-should-ask/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionmark-blickleyhunger-pains/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionmark-blickleyhunger-pains/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesbruce-robinsoncomedy-hour/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesbruce-robinsoncomedy-hour/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikujianqing-zhengdelta-notes/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikujianqing-zhengdelta-notes/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuadjei-agyei-baahscaring-crow/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuadjei-agyei-baahscaring-crow/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibuntaofeek-ayeyemidust-and-rustwith-a-foreword-by-rich-youmans/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibuntaofeek-ayeyemidust-and-rustwith-a-foreword-by-rich-youmans/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesirish-english-haikugabriel-rosenstocka-sweater-for-the-tayfela-celebration-of-the-art-of-issachar-ber-ryback/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesirish-english-haikugabriel-rosenstocka-sweater-for-the-tayfela-celebration-of-the-art-of-issachar-ber-ryback/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-scheerzen-and-the-art-of-house-paintingnew-and-selected-work/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-scheerzen-and-the-art-of-house-paintingnew-and-selected-work/

JAMES WEITZ

Irish/English Haibun by Gabriel Rosenstock, featuring passages from THE
NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE by Gilbert White (1720-1793)
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Haiku & Senryu by Hassane Zemmouri

Poetry by Anne Whitehouse
Academic Nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse

Haiku by Adjei Agyei-Baah
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Poetry by Ben Jacques

Experimental Fiction by Blossom Hibbert

Haiku by Yuko Otomo
Irish translation by Gabriel Rosenstock
Scots translation by John McDonald

Haiku Sequences on the Mississippi Delta region by Jianquing Zheng
Poetry by Bruce Robinson
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and with Haiku in English and Irish by Gabriel Rosenstock

Experimental Discourse by Jim Meirose with an essay
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Haibun by Paresh Tiwari
Haibun & Short Poems by Steve Gerson

Haiku by Hassane Zemmouri
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Haibun and Tanka Prose by Joshua Michael Stewart
Prose poetry and flash fiction by David Person
Experimental fiction by John Repp
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More Titles In-Press
7 k N
‘ [

BUTTONHOOK PRESS

AN IMPRINT OF OPEN: JOURNAL OF ARTS & LETTERS

O:JA&L’s HOT BUTTON PRESS: Contemporary Controversies



https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibunparesh-tiwaripareidolia/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibunparesh-tiwaripareidolia/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibunsteve-gersonthere-is-a-season/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibunsteve-gersonthere-is-a-season/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaiku-senryu-and-small-poemshassane-zemmourieveryday-life/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaiku-senryu-and-small-poemshassane-zemmourieveryday-life/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibun-short-poemserin-castaldifull-bright-autumn/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibun-short-poemserin-castaldifull-bright-autumn/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibun-tanka-prose-hybridsjacob-kobina-ayiah-mensahoverland-geometry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibun-tanka-prose-hybridsjacob-kobina-ayiah-mensahoverland-geometry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesan-ojal-writers-portfoliosean-g-meggesoncosmic-crasher/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesan-ojal-writers-portfoliosean-g-meggesoncosmic-crasher/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetryheikki-huotarioptimal-or-not/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetryheikki-huotarioptimal-or-not/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesan-ojal-writers-portfoliolarry-d-thomasletting-the-light-work/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesan-ojal-writers-portfoliolarry-d-thomasletting-the-light-work/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriesamericanapoetry-all-forms-stylesan-ojal-writers-portfoliolynne-pottsdawns-on-me-a-country/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriesamericanapoetry-all-forms-stylesan-ojal-writers-portfoliolynne-pottsdawns-on-me-a-country/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesmixed-forms-haibun-and-tanka-prosejoshua-michael-stewartone-more-thing-without-you/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesmixed-forms-haibun-and-tanka-prosejoshua-michael-stewartone-more-thing-without-you/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesprose-poetry-flash-fictiona-writers-portfoliodavid-personlittle-prose/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesprose-poetry-flash-fictiona-writers-portfoliodavid-personlittle-prose/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfolioexperimental-discourse-xp-fictionjohn-reppas-if-this-light/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfolioexperimental-discourse-xp-fictionjohn-reppas-if-this-light/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesoulipo-poetryben-egertonantiphony-anti-phoney/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesoulipo-poetryben-egertonantiphony-anti-phoney/

JAMES WEITZ

O:JA&L Free Presses Serials

Edgar Allen Poe
A series of academic essays by Anne Whitehouse

Issues of Aesthetics and Meaning: Academic nonfiction by Anne
Whitehouse (2021)

Issues of Aesthetics and Meaning: Academic nonfiction by Anne
Whitehouse (2023)

Issues of Aesthetics and Meaning: Academic nonfiction by Anne
Whitehouse (2025)
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THE DEPLORABLE
A novella by Mick McGrath
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Fiction by Mick McGrath
Haibun & short works by Steve Gerson
Experimental fiction by Lukas Wood
Julie Anne Cullinane
Fiction by Samantha Isasi

Leather & Dust
Poetry by Cory D. Cart

My Life Is a Film I Haven't Yet Watched
Flash Discourse by Colin Dardis
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Fine Art Photography by Rex Wilder
NEW MEXICO Deconstructed

Fine Art Photography by Natalie Christensen
IMPERFECT VESSEL
Painting and drawing by Anne-Marie Brown
BY LAND AND BY SEA: Awakening the Sensual
Sculpture and Installation by Mark Yale Harris
LAYERED LIGHT
Painting and drawing by Bette Ridgeway
ESSENCE & ATMOSPHERE
Painting and drawing by Kathleen Frank
TANGENT & INTERPLAY
Painting and drawing by Catherine Eaton Skinner

Implications of Energy
Attist portfolio of Dr. Ernest Williams IIT
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PAMELYN CASTO

“Pamelyn Casto’s Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker is insightful,
comprehensive, and brimming with inventive prompts and exercises
to make your flash truly leap off the page.”

~ Dinty W. Moore
co-editor of the Besz of Brevity: Twenty Groundbreaking Years of Flash Nonfiction

“Pamelyn Casto has been the most useful person in flash for years.
This “portable workshop” proves it. Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker is
an amazing flash compendium of everything for anyone who is
interested the form. It’s also a writers’ workshop from prompts to
where to send flashes. What’s not to like?”

~ Robert Shapard

co-editor of many Flash and Sudden Fiction anthologies, the latest are Sudden
Fiction Latina: Short Stories from the United States and Latin America (2010) and
Flash Fiction International: Very Short Stories from Around the World (2015)

“Pamelyn Casto’s valuable book Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker is an
astonishing illumination—a total history of the form with essays,
strategies and exercises; lessons, examples, how-to’s, markets,
marketing, contests, anthologies, prompts, advice from pros, new
directions (flash film!), reader psychology even—it is all here, with
hundreds of internet links. There will never be a fuller single resource,
with a good teacher’s encouraging tone about it, to boot. You can say
flash fiction begins with Aesop; with Casto you can begin anew.

~Kent H. Dixon
translator of The Epic of Gilgamesh (2018) and co-editor of Stone Wall Book of
Short Fictions (1976)

“Pamelyn Casto is a deep font of flash knowledge, and this portable
workshop is a thorough, indispensable resource for writers and
instructors who want to know more about what this thing called
"flash" is, how to write it, and motre important, how to read and
understand it.”

~ Tara Lynn Masih
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editor of The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Writing Flash Fiction (2009) and
founder of The Best Small Fictions (founded 2015)
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“Like a flash of lightning between the clouds, we live in the flicker.”
—Joseph Conrad

FLASH FICTION
ALIVE IN THE FLICKER

APORTABLE WORKSHOP

PAMELYN CASTO
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AMAZON REVIEWS
for Pamelyn Castos’s FL.ASH FICTION: Alive in the Flicker

Daniel J. Nicholas
Reviewed in the United States on August 26, 2024
Verified Purchase

If I were to teach a class, this book would be required reading or a
course outline for discussion. Bravo, Pamelyn! In addition, I look
forward to your monthly blog to start up again.

David Lignell
Reviewed in the United States on November 23, 2022
Verified Purchase

Pamela Casto's new text, Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker, is a must
have "portable workshop" workbook for anyone who desires to learn
and practice the many forms of flash fiction.

W.R. Rodriguez
Reviewed in the United States on October 5, 2022
Verified Purchase

An authoritative overview of the genre, combined with practical advice
on the writing process and an abundance of writing prompts.

Norman Jensen
Reviewed in the United States on April 2, 2024

Reading is great but hands-on prompts are even better.
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