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TWIN BEAMS

Two headlights stitched the road to me,
the hood bright, lifting my face.
Crabapple petals on the median went flat,
paper pressed into a seam of white.

I thought it was a trap. The engine idled.

Only the beams pinned my coat.

Light can’t lever a body, but gravel can, and did.

I had a silver saucer in mind, then said, not this.
These were high beams, steady, the belt humming.

I cut the median to save a step.

My belly rose like a curb between lanes,
doing blunt work, blocking, protecting.

I crouched. Bones clicked like hinges.
Collar, wrist, the bruise of a knee, counted.

Plain test: I pressed, and the knee refused.
Radiator heat licked my ear; I wiped.
My palm went red. That decided me.

I rose, slow as a jack takes a chassis,
the scene shrinking, then clear again:
asphalt, petals, my coat dusted with light.

The grill threw my voice back to me.
I answered; the answer was mine.

I stepped to the shoulder and waited,

eyes watering at the glare. Moths crossed the lane.
The beams stitched through the moths.

I faced the twin beams, palm up;

the light stitched my knuckles.
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