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ROTHKO 
 
 
RECTANGLES OF TANGERINE,  
maroon, and cherry  
are floating. 
 
Edges are dissolving 
right before the eyes 
of the viewer viewing 
 
layer upon layer upon layer 
of pigment rubbed, scraped, 
and thinned to diaphanous 
  
veils of gossamer, thinned 
with turpentine 
extracted from the resin 
 
of the pine, the resin 
oozing from the heart 
to heal the gaping wounds 
 
of gouged out bark, 
turpentine whose fumes 
occasion seizures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



STORIES BEGGING COLOR 

BUTTONHOOK PRESS 

7 

 
STILL LIFE  
WITH A CLOCK OF BLACK MARBLE, C. 1871 

(oil on canvas by Cézanne) 

 
 
A WHITE CUP, 
solid as a monument, 
is sacrificed for the black, 
horizontal boldness of its stripe. 
 
Even the white cloth, 
draped over the table and folded 
to duplicate the line 
of the shell’s mouth to its left, 
 
looms with the density of stone. 
A lemon genuflects 
before its brazen god of yellow. 
The vases are the uprights 
 
and the cup and inkwell the transverse 
of two invisible crosses. 
The cloth’s whites 
resume on the face 
 
of a black clock, 
simultaneously behind 
and beside the table, 
timeless in its absence of a hand. 
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THE MURALISTS 

(Mexico City, Mexico) 

 
 
WITH BUT THE HUES 
of blood, sun and sky, 
they worked their vivid miracles 
on towering scaffolds, 
 
risking a fall to certain death 
or creeping blindness. 
Flat on their backs 
for years, they labored, 
 
driven by the urgency 
of stories begging color 
made rigorous with form, 
rendering histories 
 
to dazzle the glazed, 
starving eyes of the ages 
with the freshness of flower 
smeared on the staleness of stone. 
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ZEBRAS AND HYENAS, 1985 

(oil on linen canvas by Melissa Miller) 

 
 
REDS ARE WARRING WITH YELLOWS 
and the brash, apocalyptic furor 
of orange, raging as wildfire 
 
or the screams of sundown 
auguring imminent plunder 
in pigment viscous as terror 
 
where a dominance of zebras 
throbs, teeth bared, rearing, 
frenzied in stripes of black, white, 
 
dead sure as predation, 
writhing stripes countered 
with blotches of hyenas 
 
swarming in the foreground, 
closing in on a colt slashed 
with slimy canines in a visceral 
 
theater of content one with form, 
convulsing in a masterful 
holocaust of brushwork. 
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FINE PORCELAIN 
 
 
WHEN DEATH IS NEAR, 
with clean hands  
white and soft as doves 
descending the branches  
of a family tree, 
 
we pass it on  
as heirlooms. 
In cabinets of glass  
and fine, finished wood, 
we lock it away 
  
with skeleton keys 
for touching  
only by the gloved, 
weightless fingers  
of light and shadow. 
 
For the mirage  
of permanence 
we cherish it, this thin,  
translucent substance  
but the ash of bone. 
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WHITE MAN’S MOCCASINS 

(after a photograph by Lee Marmon) 

 
 
IN THE LAGUNA PUEBLO, 
on a narrow adobe ledge 
of the San Jose Mission Church 
 
he caretakes, he’s sitting 
with eyes closed, head back, 
taking in the full morning sun. 
 
Still as a piece of pottery 
firing for the ages 
in the bright orange glow of a kiln, 
 
he sits, braceleted and necklaced 
with the beads of his ancestors. 
In his left hand, dangling 
 
off his knee, he loosely holds 
his lighter; in his right, 
angled stylishly 
 
‘twixt his fore and middle fingers, 
his unlit cigarillo. 
His casual khaki trousers 
 
are haphazardly cuffed, 
kissing the high, crumpled tops 
of his tennis shoes. 
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THE BIRD CARVER 
 
 
FOR YEARS SHE MADE EXCUSES 
for her husband.  Said he was just 
under too much stress.  His job 
and all.  Goodness how he beat her 
when he drank.  Blackened her eyes. 
Broke her left arm.  Knocked 
one of her teeth completely out. 
 
She started carving birds out of pine. 
Though untrained, she’d always shown 
a talent for sketching and carving. 
Neighbors noticed the more he beat her, 
the more beautiful and detailed 
her birds became.  He hated them. 
Called them a complete waste of time. 
 
Like the cardinal she was carving 
the time she claimed she fell. 
She died the next day, her death ruled 
an accident from a slip on wet 
concrete.  The neighbors still picture 
her cardinal with outstretched wings. 
Poised at the brink of flight. 
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APACHE MEDICINE SONG 

(oil on canvas by Frederic Remington) 

 
 
THE JADE GREEN MOONLIGHT, 
hostile with shadows, dark trees, 
has descended upon them 
 
like the cold, cupped hand of a god. 
They’re sitting or squatting 
around a fire, chanting, 
  
the bronze, coppery gold 
of face, shin and forearm 
molten with flickering flame. 
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TEMPERA 
 
 
NO ONE KNEW ITS ORIGIN, 
this cracked masterpiece 
of four maidens 
sitting upright on a pew 
in their Sunday best dresses 
 
of pastel pink, 
green, blue and yellow, 
each radiant 
in ovulation, a slim 
embodiment of Easter, 
 
flawlessly executed 
by an artist 
known only as “Martha” 
with her simple paint 
of water and pure egg yolk. 
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IRISES 

(oil on canvas by van Gogh)

  
 
THEY CALL YOUR BLOOMS 
"the poor man's orchids." 
In dirt scraped from the soles 
of the labored shoes of peasants 
whose features are clad 
with the earth-scarred skins of potatoes, 
 
your roots grope in darkness, 
your sword-shaped leaves 
drawn under sky hardened with the dark, 
deep blue of oblivion. 
As if arms of prayer, 
your thick, muscular stalks, 
 
tough as augers 
twisting through knots of oak, 
lift your fat, splitting buds to the light, 
unfurling purple miracles 
to dazzle your weary life  
with righteousness. 
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NIGHTHAWKS 
 (after Hopper) 

 
 
IN THE TOMBLIKE 
silence of museums, 
they tear themselves 
from canvases 
 
reeking of oil  
and bleed into the realm 
of rat, shadow. 
In their eyewater, 
 
the planets 
constellate and wobble, 
grinding on their axes 
to a halt. 
 
The mares of night 
whinny, floundering 
in the muck 
of their blood. 
 
They wear the moon 
in their hair, 
the moon which ruffles 
glowing feathers 
 
and squats closer, 
incubating the hot, 
fertile eggs 
of their skulls. 
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STILL LIFE WITH GULF, JULY,  
AND LOUISIANA 

(oil on canvas by an anonymous artist) 

 
 
THE ARTIST STARTED WITH WIND 
wielding lashes of sand and salt shards, 
knocking ghost crabs from their footholds, 
scorching the fringes of palm fronds. 
 
He added a sea having bestowed its creatures 
with barbs, spines, or poison, reveling  
in its pastime of unmitigated violence. 
Then he daubed a sun laying hands of fire 
 
on the feathers of screaming gulls. 
He topped off the canvas with sky  
grown hopelessly rabid with blue, leaving it,  
exactly as he should have, there, just flat-out there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LARRY D. THOMAS 

THE O:JA&L 2026 CHAPBOOK SERIES 

18 

 
AN AGED NAVAJO ARTISAN 

(Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe, NM) 

 
 
sits serenely on her blanket 
so as not to distance herself 
from her hallowed Mother Earth. 
 
Hand-tooled silver 
astonishes the still cool shade. 
Turquoise dazzles widened eyes 
 
like nuggets of polished sky. 
As she watches the buyer 
walk away with her last 
 
turquoise bench bead necklace, 
she lowers her head 
as if in prayer, 
 
stomaching the loss 
of yet another 
vestige of her soul. 
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STILL LIFE WITH FOUR ORANGES 

(acrylic on masonite by anonymous artist) 

 
 
THREE BASKETS OF COPPER NETTING 
are tiered in graduated sizes, 
 
fixed to three copper chains 
hung from the eyelet of a copper 
 
hook.  The bottommost basket 
is overflowing with four 
 
ample oranges whose peels 
are the texture of human skin 
 
scarred from acne.  Kissed 
by the warm lips of sunshine, 
 
the oranges wax radiant 
in the glory of a spring morning, 
 
welling lush shadows in the folds 
of their pig-eyed, lint-fleeced navels. 
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CHERRY RED 

(stained glass artist, Taos) 

 
 
HOVERING ABOVE A SHEET 
of Spectrum Cathedral glass*, 
she clutches the glass cutter 
and readies it for scoring. 
 
She thinks herself a surgeon 
stilling scalpel and nerves 
to slice the crystalline,  
red skin of an angel. 
 
(*monochromatic sheet glass) 
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THE COMPOSER 
 
 
HE SCALES STAVES  
with wet ink  
flowing into the shapes 
  
of notes, 
thousands of them  
thick as the bees 
  
of a hive.   
Each bee,  
though seemingly 
  
independent,  
is but a slave 
to the unforgiving 
  
queen of harmony:  
music but highest  
mathematics 
 
pregnant with fate  
and the sting  
of passion. 
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OF PEACH AND POWDER BLUE 
 
 
A WIDOW AND LONG RETIRED TEACHER OF ART, 
she spends her evenings barefoot on the beach. 
With each step, she leaves a print of lavender. 
Resting her weight on her thin left leg, 
she draws broad arcs in the sand 
 
with the ball of her right foot, 
some of peach, some of powder blue. 
Her right thumb and forefinger are tattooed, 
indelible sunsets from years of grasping 
the chalklike crayons of pastels. 
 
The very beach on which she stands 
is chalklike, a quiet place where, 
smearing itself gorgeously away 
in the nacreous majesty of dusk, sweeps 
the softly crumbling crayon of her body. 
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comprehensive collection of poetry dedicated entirely to this demanding 
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linen canvas, wood carving, photography, tempera, porcelain, etc.) but also the 
technical elements of artistic execution. 
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2020 
 

Flash Fiction: A Primer 
A writer’s resource by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 

Poetry: Three Essays on Craft 
by O:JA&L Featured Writers 

 

Ray-the Roo 
Experimental Discourse by Associate Editor WJP Newnham 

 

2021 
 

Just Willie Please: Eight Flash Fiction Tales 
A flash fiction sequence by Don Robishaw 

 

The Imp of the Perverse: Edgar Allan Poe’s Misplaces Youth 
An essay from a longer academic WIP by Anne Whitehouse 

 

The First Annual O:JA&L Prize for Flash Discourse 
Selected and with an Introduction by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

The 10 Best Flash Narratives 2017-2021 
 

Here Comes Herodotus, Again! 
Flash Discourse by Wayne Cresser 

 

2022 
 

Funny You Should Ask 
Prose Poetry by Brad Rose 

 

Hunger Pains 
Flash Discourse by Mark Blickley 

 

Comedy Hour 
Poetry by Bruce Robinson 

 

Delta Notes 
Haiku by Jianqing Zheng 

 

Scaring Crow 
Haiku by Adjei Agyei-Baah 

 

Dust and Rust 
Haibun by Taofeek Ayeyemi 

 

A Sweater for the Tayfel 
Irish/English Haiku by Gabriel Rosenstock  

 

Zen and the Art of House Painting 
New and selected flash fiction by Wayne Scheer 

 

The Selborne Haibun 
Irish/English Haibun by Gabriel Rosenstock, featuring passages from THE 

NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE by Gilbert White (1720-1793) 

https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Casto-essays.6-x-9.B.pdf
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https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikujianqing-zhengdelta-notes/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuadjei-agyei-baahscaring-crow/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibuntaofeek-ayeyemidust-and-rustwith-a-foreword-by-rich-youmans/
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https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-scheerzen-and-the-art-of-house-paintingnew-and-selected-work/
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2023 
 

School Songs 
Haiku & Senryu by Hassane Zemmouri 

 

Being Ruth Aswawa 
Poetry by Anne Whitehouse 

 

Soldier, Sailor: Edgar Allen Poe and His Brother Henry 
Academic Nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse 

 

Tales of the Kite 
Haiku by Adjei Agyei-Baah 

 

How the Mayfly Got Its Megaphone 
Prose poetry by Hekkei Huotari 

 

Jackhammer Poems 
Poetry by Ben Jacques 

 

Six Coffees with a Madman 
Experimental Fiction by Blossom Hibbert 

 

Drops of Water 
Haiku by Yuko Otomo 

Irish translation by Gabriel Rosenstock 
Scots translation by John McDonald 

 

Just Looking 
Haiku Sequences on the Mississippi Delta region by Jianquing Zheng 

Qualm (Before a Storm) 
Poetry by Bruce Robinson 

 

Eye of the Fish 
Haiga (or EKPHRASTIC HAIKU) with photography by Debiprasad Mukherjee  

and with Haiku in English and Irish by Gabriel Rosenstock 
 

Experimental Storytelling: A Timeline of Complementary Realities 
Experimental Discourse by Jim Meirose with an essay  

and with an interview by O:JA&L Associate Editor Warwick Newnham 
 

2024 
 

TATTOO: A Collaboration 
Haiga by Hassane Zemmouri (Haiku) and Magali Bretou (Photography) 

 

SEEDS OF STARS 
Flash Fiction by Richard Stimac 

 

Topology 
Poetry by Richard Stimac 

 

Wolf 
Poetry by Bruce McCrae 
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Pareidolia 
Haibun by Paresh Tiwari 

 

There Is a Season 
Haibun & Short Poems by Steve Gerson 

 

Everyday Life 
Haiku by Hassane Zemmouri 

 

Full Bright Autumn 
Haibun & short-form Japanese poetry in English by Erin Castaldi 

 

Overland Geometry 
Haibun and tanka prose hybrids by Jacob Kobina Ayiah Mensah 

 

Cosmic Crasher 
Poetry by Sean G. Meggeson 

 

Optimal or Not 
Prose Poetry by Heikki Huotari 

 

Letting the Light Work 
Poetry by Larry D. Thomas 

 

Dawns On Me: A Country 
(Americana) Poetry by Lynn Potts 

 

2025 
 

One More Thing Without You 
Haibun and Tanka Prose by Joshua Michael Stewart 

 

little prose 
Prose poetry and flash fiction by David Person 

 

AS IF THIS LIGHT 
Experimental fiction by John Repp 

Antiphony/Anti-Phoney 
Oulipo Poetry by Ben Egerton 

My Life Is a Film I Haven’t Yet Watched 
Flash Discourse by Colin Dardis 

 

BUTTONHOOK PRESS SERIALS 
 
 

Part 3: The Imp of the Perverse: Edgar Allan Poe’s Misplaces Youth 

Issues of Aesthetics and Meaning: Academic nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse (2021) 
 

Part 4: Soldier, Sailor: Edgar Allen Poe and His Brother Henry 

Issues of Aesthetics and Meaning: Academic nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse (2023) 
 

Part 5: Edgar Allen Poe: A Gentleman's Education 

Issues of Aesthetics and Meaning: Academic nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse (2025) 
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https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibunsteve-gersonthere-is-a-season/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaiku-senryu-and-small-poemshassane-zemmourieveryday-life/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibun-short-poemserin-castaldifull-bright-autumn/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibun-tanka-prose-hybridsjacob-kobina-ayiah-mensahoverland-geometry/
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https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesprose-discourse-nonfictionacademic-writingissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehouseedgar-allan-poe-a-gentlemans-education/
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O:JA&L’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS MASTERS SERIES 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Brian Clements on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Mark Budman on Flash Discourse 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Ray Gonzalez on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Michael Martone on Flash Fiction 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 

The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Roberta Allen on Flash Fiction 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Peter Conners on Flash Fiction 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Maxine Chernoff on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Pedro Ponce on Flash Fiction 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Tom Hazuka on Flash Fiction 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Kent Dixon on Flash Fiction & 

Nonfiction 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

MORE TITLES IN PRESS 
 

 

https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesbrian-clementsseductive-and-subversive-prose-poetry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesmark-budmanread-deeper-have-more-fun/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesray-gonzalezthe-book-of-whispers/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fictionfeatured-writer-michael-martonethe-tiny-book-of-forts/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fictionfeatured-writer-roberta-allenfirst-it-happens-then-i-make-it-up/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fictionfeatured-writer-peter-connersplenty-how-to-write-very-short-fiction/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetrymaxine-chernoffdiary/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-2025-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fiction-a-writers-portfoliofeatured-writer-pedro-poncea-map-of-the-underground/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-2025-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fiction-a-writers-portfoliofeatured-writer-tom-hazukamixture/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-2026-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fiction-a-writers-portfoliofeatured-writer-kent-dixonflash-as-flash-can/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-2026-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fiction-a-writers-portfoliofeatured-writer-kent-dixonflash-as-flash-can/
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2023 
 

THE DEPLORABLE 
A novella by Mick McGrath 

Installment 1 
Installment 2 
Installment 3 
Installment 4 

 

2025 
 

People with Whom I Am Quite Pissed 
Fiction by Mick McGrath 

 

HAVE NOT 
Haibun & short works by Steve Gerson 

 

Nuance Singularity Triptych: Appendix III 
Experimental fiction by Lukas Wood 

The Outrun: Poems 
Julie Anne Cullinane 

The Apology 
Fiction by Samantha Isasi 

Leather & Dust 
Poetry by Cory D. Cart 

 
MORE TITLES IN PRESS 

 
 
  

https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-1/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-2/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-3/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-4/
https://ojalart.com/ojals-free-presses-chapbook-serieshot-button-press-contemporary-controversiesfictionmick-mcgrathpeople-with-whom-i-am-quite-pissed/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-2025-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibun-short-workssteve-gersonhave-not/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-2025-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfolioexperimental-discourse-xp-fictionlukas-woodnuance-singularityappendix-iii/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-contemporary-controversieschapbookseriespoetry-all-forms-stylesa-writers-portfoliojulie-alden-cullinanethe-outrun-poems/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-contemporary-controversieschapbookseriesfictionsamantha-isasithe-apology/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-contemporary-controversieschapbookseriespoetry-all-forms-stylesamericanacory-d-cartdust-and-leather-a-queer-outpost-of-cowboy-poetry/


STORIES BEGGING COLOR 

BUTTONHOOK PRESS 

29 

 

 
 

O:JA&L’S HIGH BUTTON PRESS ART CHAPBOOKS 
 

RITES OF CALIBRATION: Images & Excerpts 
Fine Art Photography by Rex Wilder 

 
NEW MEXICO Deconstructed 

Fine Art Photography by Natalie Christensen 
 

IMPERFECT VESSEL 
Painting and drawing by Anne-Marie Brown 

 
BY LAND AND BY SEA: Awakening the Sensual 

Sculpture and Installation by Mark Yale Harris 
 

LAYERED LIGHT 
Painting  and drawing by Bette Ridgeway 

 
ESSENCE & ATMOSPHERE 

Painting and drawing by Kathleen Frank 
 

TANGENT & INTERPLAY 
Painting and drawing by Catherine Eaton Skinner 

 
Implications of Energy 

Artist portfolio of Dr. Ernest Williams III 
 

MORE TITLES IN PRESS 

  

https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightsfine-art-photographyrex-wilderrites-of-calibration-images-and-excerpts/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightsfine-art-photographynatalie-christensennew-mexico-deconstructed/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightspainting-drawingann-marie-brownimperfect-vessel/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightssculpture-installationmark-yale-harrisby-land-by-sea-awakening-the-sensual/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightspainting-drawingbette-ridgewaylayered-light/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightspainting-drawingkathleen-frankessence-atmosphere/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightscatherine-eaton-skinnertangent-interplay/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2025-ojal-featured-artist-seriesportfolio-spotlightspainting-drawingernest-williamson-iiiimplications-of-energy/
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AVAILABLE NOW FROM O:JA&L’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS 
 

 

FLASH FICTION: Alive in the Flicker 
A Portable Workshop 

 

PAMELYN CASTO 
 

“Pamelyn Casto’s Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker is insightful, comprehensive, 
and brimming with inventive prompts and exercises to make your flash truly 
leap off the page.” 
 

~ Dinty W. Moore  
co-editor of the Best of Brevity: Twenty Groundbreaking Years of Flash Nonfiction 
 
“Pamelyn Casto has been the most useful person in flash for years. This 
“portable workshop” proves it. Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker is an amazing 
flash compendium of everything for anyone who is interested the form. It’s 
also a writers’ workshop from prompts to where to send flashes. What’s not to 
like?” 
 

~ Robert Shapard 
co-editor of many Flash and Sudden Fiction anthologies, the latest are Sudden 
Fiction Latina: Short Stories from the United States and Latin America (2010) and Flash 
Fiction International: Very Short Stories from Around the World (2015) 
 
“Pamelyn Casto’s valuable book Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker is an astonishing 
illumination—a total history of the form with essays, strategies and exercises; 
lessons, examples, how-to’s, markets, marketing, contests, anthologies, 
prompts, advice from pros, new directions (flash film!), reader psychology 
even—it is all here, with hundreds of internet links. There will never be a fuller 
single resource, with a good teacher’s encouraging tone about it, to boot. You 
can say flash fiction begins with Aesop; with Casto you can begin anew.   
  

~Kent H. Dixon  
translator of The Epic of Gilgamesh (2018) and co-editor of Stone Wall Book of Short 
Fictions (1976)  
 
“Pamelyn Casto is a deep font of flash knowledge, and this portable workshop 
is a thorough, indispensable resource for writers and instructors who want to 
know more about what this thing called "flash" is, how to write it, and more 
important, how to read and understand it.” 
 

~ Tara Lynn Masih  
editor of The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Writing Flash Fiction (2009) and 
founder of The Best Small Fictions (founded 2015) 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
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Buttonhook Press titles on Amazon 

available now 
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AMAZON REVIEWS 
for Pamelyn Castos’s FLASH FICTION: Alive in the Flicker 

 
Daniel J. Nicholas 
Reviewed in the United States on August 26, 2024 
Verified Purchase 

 

If I were to teach a class, this book would be required reading or a course outline 
for discussion. Bravo, Pamelyn! In addition, I look forward to your monthly blog 
to start up again. 

 

David Lignell 

Reviewed in the United States on November 23, 2022 
Verified Purchase 

 

Pamela Casto's new text, Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker, is a must have "portable 
workshop" workbook for anyone who desires to learn and practice the many forms 
of flash fiction. 
 

W.R. Rodriguez 
Reviewed in the United States on October 5, 2022 
Verified Purchase 

 

An authoritative overview of the genre, combined with practical advice on the 
writing process and an abundance of writing prompts. 

 
Norman Jensen 
Reviewed in the United States on April 2, 2024 

 

Reading is great but hands-on prompts are even better. 
 

 
Supporting artists and writers worldwide 

 
 

 

O:JA&L CHAPBOOK Series 
 

$17 (USA)                     $21 (Canada) 

https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/product-reviews/1737774240/ref=cm_cr_dp_d_show_all_btm?ie=UTF8&reviewerType=all_reviews
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