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VULTURES 
 
 

At high noon, 

the interlocking circles 
of their shadows 
keep vanishing 
and reappearing, 
over and over and over. 
 
In blind instinct, they know 
that with but a little time 
the pastures beneath them 
will yet again prevail 
over anything that breathes. 
Like black locomotives 
 
mindlessly locked 
in the monotony 
of circular tracks, 
they keep gliding 
on the thermals, marking 
their dark, patient time. 
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RATTLESNAKES 
 
 

Their tongues are black, 

forked, probing the night 
 
for warm blood. 
Their polyphyodont teeth 
 
force them to gorge  
their prey whole, 
 
serpents lacking even legs 
to distance them 
  
from baking Western sand.   
They slither eye level 
  
with scorpions, centipedes,  
and tarantulas.  Even 
  
their elegant diamonds 
glint their fate of darkness. 
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THE JACKRABBITS 
 
 
ignore the vultures 
soaring in cobalt thermals 
above them, patient as granite 
in their wait for death, 
 
the vultures whose shadows 
cascade down arroyos 
like flashfloods 
of jet-black ink. 
 
It’s the raptor 
for which they live in fear, rapt 
in his icy prayer of hunger, 
the raptor, which, 
 
in his dark wisdom, 
won’t hesitate 
to eat them alive, 
for which their great ears, 
 
mobile as satellite dishes, 
are ever twitching and turning, 
desperate to pick up 
the least faint signal of terror. 
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JAVELINA 
 
 

A moonless night 

gripped the bedposts 
till its knuckles grew white, 
pushed violently, 
quavered with the fury 
of a freshly decapitated god, 
and birthed him. 
 
At first light, 
I hear his hooves 
clacking against shards 
of red, volcanic rock 
as he lumbers down the mountain 
toward the corn and hay 
where the mule deer feed. 
 
His three-chambered stomach 
still glutted with the stems 
of prickly pear pads and roots, 
he will finish off the corn 
as the deer watch and keep 
the safe distance set eons back 
by their lame and pallid god. 
 
 
 
 
 



BESTIARY: Far West Texas 

 

BUTTONHOOK PRESS 9 

 
NEAR MIDNIGHT 
 
 

My neighbor said he was headed home  

late that night, near midnight.   
As soon as his pickup turned the curve 
  
in the road to our subdivision,  
ascending a flank of Hancock Hill,  
he saw the pack coming straight toward him. 
 
Each coyote froze in the glare of his headlights  
and stared as he slammed his brakes  
and brought his truck to a dead stop. 
   
He said he and the beasts   
faced off for several minutes that night  
till in a flash, as one, they bolted, 
 
bleeding into the darkness. 
He said he’d never forget 
their greenish-gold eyes 
 
glowing like the tips of iron rods 
twisted from coals by a blacksmith: 
their greenish-gold eyes 
 
glowing in folktales where they strutted 
as makers of fateful decisions 
and stood proud as founders of human arts. 
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PUMA 
(Hancock Hill, far West Texas) 

 
 

When the moonless  

night falls and the wind  
dies down like the pulsing 
  
final spasms of her prey:  
when the tinaja 
is a giant mirror 
 
wedged between  
the thumb and index  
finger of a god: 
  
after the thousands 
of stars have congregated 
in the cool, timeless water: 
 
only then will she slink 
to the water’s edge, lower 
her muzzle still rosy 
 
with fresh blood,  
and lap the jet-black  
silhouette of her head. 
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BLACK BEAR 
 
 

For decades they’d been extinct 

in Big Bend National Park 
until the early nineties 
when at least a male and female 
migrated from the Sierra Madres 
eighty or so miles across the desert 
to the basin of the Chisos Mountains. 
 
My buddy and I’d just left “The Window,” 
a giant vee of polished granite 
which serves as the narrow opening 
of the natural rock funnel 
for all the basin’s drainage. 
Armed with but our walking sticks 
and two canteens of water, 
 
and two miles from the nearest ranger, 
we’d given up all hope in sighting one 
when suddenly, out of the nowhere 
of yucca and dead brush, 
he appeared and lumbered across our trail 
not more than fifteen feet from our faces. 
I froze, feigning stoic calm, and shushed 
 
my wide-eyed buddy positioning me 
in front of him like a human shield 
and nudging me frantically onward 
that day when for a few fleeting seconds 
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we stood face-to-face against beast, 
sand, rock, sky and our paltry 
stand-in-stardom in the big picture. 
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HEREFORD COW 
 
 

Her labored, otherworldly lowing 

drifts through the thorns of cholla cactus 
and thins like vapor 
 
sucked into the West Texas sky. 
Under June sun, 
her spine's a rod of red-orange iron 
  
hammered on a blacksmith's anvil. 
Her calf writhes, laid out on its bed 
of scorpion husks 
 
and the powdered bones of its forebears. 
She struggles to her hooves, 
laps the afterbirth as if it were 
 
the water of a windmill, 
nudges her calf 
to the wobbly stilts of its legs, 
 
and draws deep drafts 
from the oven of her shadeless world, 
sporting its hell like a fur coat. 
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HEREFORD BULL 
 
 

After the mount your cloven hooves 

shudder the parched West Texas earth 
like the dropped barbells of a weight lifter. 
 
You swagger across the pasture 
behind the pendulous drool 
of your muzzle, your sponge-like brain 
 
saturated with hot blood 
in which sloshes your solitary thought 
of a cow in heat, a scarlet caldron 
 
swinging between the thick parentheses 
of your horns.  In his Stetson's shade, 
through the wire-like slits of his eyes, 
 
the proud rancher watches you, 
fixing his gaze on the huge pink 
melons of your testicles, and he grins. 
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NERVOUS HORSES 
 
 

In the ranch house, she falls asleep 

sans bidding him good night 
 
though words are never what they seem. 
He tosses, grinding his teeth in a nightmare, 
 
seeing stained glass as the fingerprint of God. 
In their stalls, in utter darkness, 
 
the horses neigh, paw the straw, and stir, 
hours before the windblasts of the norther. 
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Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer 
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A closet drama in two acts by Anthony Hamilton 
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Poetry by Sloane Asakura 

The Last of the Gallants 
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2021 
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Poetry by Amanda Leal 

Deer in Fog at Twilight Near Squalicum Lake Road 
Poetry by Richard Widerkehr 

Democracy has Lifted Up Its Voice 
Poetry by Mike Puican 

2YC Review: The Works 
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https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesellis-elliottpromises/
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https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesdana-sonnenscheinstudy-of-burkas/
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Potter's Valley Road 
Poetry (Americana) by Richard Widerkehr 

Old Barn OR How Things Go On 
Poetry by Penelope Schotte 

Nothing To Be Sorry For 
Poetry by Lynn Cohen 

Small Lantern 
Featured Haiga Collaborations 

Haiku by Hassane Zemmouri and Photography by Megali Bretou 
& Bea Bauer 

A Sport and a Pastime 
Haiku (Americana) by Ron Scully 

Night Train 
Haiku by Jerome Gagnon 

The Aquarian Foundation 
Poetry (Americana) by Jeffrey Gray 

Once There Was a Way 
Poetry by Steve Myers 

Local Habitations 
Poetry by Edison Jennings 

Occasions for Listening (Excerpts from a WIP) 
Spencer Silverthorne 

 

2024 
Needful Things 

Micropoems by Ronald J. Scully (Americana) 

Designation 
Poetry by Wendy Taylor Carlisle 

California Summer 
Poetry by Michael Lee Johnson 

Once Is Enough 
Formalist poems by Peter Austin (Americana) 

Garden 
Poems by Jianquing Zheng (Americana) 

Let Me Say This Up Front 
Poetry by David James (Americana) 

GEMS 
Poems by Larry D. Thomas 
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https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesa-writers-portfoliomichael-lee-johnsoncalifornia-summer/
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2023 

Lamentations: Icons of War 
Arab-Israeli Conflict image-as-poem collection by Tony Brinkley 

In Praise of Columbus 
Poetry by Kirby Olson 

Perseus with the Head of Medusa 
Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing 

Editor Mick McGrath 
Democrats by Trippin' 

Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing 
Editor Mick McGrath 

Let's Talk About Female Academics 
Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing 

Editor Mick McGrath 
Diversophiles Everywhere! 

Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing 
Editor Mike McGrath 

The End of the "Black Victim" Narrative? 
Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing 

Editor Mick McGrath 
 

2024 
Woes Innumerous (HOT BUTTON PRESS) 

Based Fiction Mick McGrath (Americana) 
More titles in press 
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https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-pamphlet-serieseditorials-on-contemporary-issuescontributing-editor-mick-mcgrathdiversophiles-everywhere/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-pamphlet-serieseditorials-on-contemporary-issuescontributing-editor-mick-mcgraththe-end-of-the-black-victim-narrative/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2024-pamphlet-seriesamericanabased-fictionmick-mcgrathwoes-innumerous/
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Buttonhook Press titles on Amazon 
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Pamelyn Casto 
Flash Fiction:  
Alive in the Flicker A Portable 
Workshop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Weitz 
The Pandemic Letters:  
Interviews with Travelers  
Trapped Abroad During COVID 
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