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SEAN BW PARKER

ARTIST’S STATEMENT

Sean Bw Parker (M.A) is an artist, writer and musician specialising in cultural theory and justice reform. Since earing a
master’s degree in fine art from the University for the Creative Arts in 2003, he has published books, albums and articles,
performed at and curated festivals, presented a TED talk, been featured on BBC Radio and has won two platinum Koestler
Arts awards. He was born in Exceter in 1975 and currently lives on the West Sussex coast.

Apart from my two-degree dissertations, I have published two books on modern art theory and history and

have managed a music and arts venue on the Sussex coast. I served a term as Editor of False Allegations Watch, a
division of Dr Michael Naughton's (University of Bristol) Empowering the Innocent project. I am a co-curator
of ETT’s Innocence Art project.

I have also trained and worked as a Samaritans listener, have two Peer Mentoring certificates and an NCFE
Certificate in Mental Health Awareness. I presented a TED talk with the title Stammering and Creativity in Istanbul
in 2013 and I am a volunteer with and contributor to STAMMA (previously British Stammering Association)
and Academics for Academic Freedom. My specialiisations are in twentieth century art history, stammering and
culture, and contemporary justice reform.

I am an arts practitioner with a varied portfolio. I write and publish poetry, I maintain an online Saatchi Art
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Gallery page, and I have developed a successful career strand as a performance artist, having recorded seven
albums. I have worked as contributor, promoter, or interviewer with the T.S. Eliot Foundation, Sky Arts, BBC
Radio Wales, Time Out Istanbul, New Thinking, Louder Than War, Ed Harcourt, Kristin Hersh, Mark Morriss,
Eat Static, David Macadam Freud, Ali Lapper, John Robb, and Fiona Larkin.

Between 1997 and 2003 I earned an MFA (Master of Fine Arts) and BA (Fine Art with Honors)— painting,
video art and cultural theory— as well as a diploma in Foundation Art and Design from the University for the
Creative Arts, Farnham, Surrey (including 3 exhibitions).

My most profoundly influential instructors during this time include Paul Butler (painting), Neil Mulholland
(theory) and from 2022 to 2024 through The Art Club (Phoenix Centre, Brighton), Daniel Poole, who helped
to shape my style of composition, methodology of execution, and subject matter choices.

From 2004 to 2014, I lived in Istanbul, where I worked as a cultural studies and English teacher and as a
musician. During this time, I released three albums and performed at many shows and festivals. I founded and
operated an arts and music venue in Sussex during 2016. Afterwards, I found myself caught up unwillingly in
the culture wars. This experience also informed my painting and writing. To provide further context, I have
been a person who stammers since the age of 5. Working to overcome that condition has also shaped and
enriched my evolution as a communicative artist in all mediums.

Established artists to whom I am indebted for my unique perspective and technical choices include Arshile
Gorky, Hans Hoffmann, Patrick Heron, Marcel Duchamp, Peter Lanyon, David Bowie, Dylan Thomas, Kate
Bush, Bjork, Nick Cave, Pablo Picasso, Oscar Wilde, Maggie Hambling, Public Enemy, Prince, Paul Klee, Piet
Mondrian, Wasily Kandinsky.

Specific works that I admire include Talking Heads’ Stop Making Sense, Television’s Marguee Moon, Stanley
Kubrick’s 2007: A Space Odyssey, Public Enemy’s I Takes a Nation Of Millions To Hold Us Back, David Bowie’s
Diamond Dogs, Prince’s Sign O’ The Times, The Cure’s In Orange, the Rothko Chapel, Picasso’s Guernica, Marcel
Duchamp’s The Large Glass and Nude Descending a Staircase.

I much prefer to work in watercolour, acrylic, ink, coffee, and pencil on canvas or cardboard to achieve the
effects for which I am best known.

My sources of philosophical inspiration are clearly demonstrated in my subject matter choices— portraits of
figures in counterculture rendered in neo-impressionistic or cubist style and large bold colour abstract images.
My work seems most successful with audiences in the wider world and most personally satisfying when I can
combine these styles seamlessly.
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Techniques that I use in the execution of my image-making vary with my choice of materials. Generally, I start
with watercolour washes or pencil sketches (with music on in the background) letting my hand run free, forcing
myself not to linger too long on anything. The older I get, the longer I force myself to wait between ‘stages’ of
work, whether that be wring then editing, or sketching, painting, and rearranging.

The dominant ideas or recurring motifs in my work range from evidence of and reactions to miscarried justice
(‘Innocence Art’), to views and vistas of Istanbul, to old photographs reinterpreted, these always with a desire
to introduce the human touch to whatever has been technologically captured.

The ideal viewers of my work are those who appreciate whatever is beguiling and enigmatic, whatever is complex
and cryptic, and work that both challenges perceived reality and simultaneously offers the intricate tension of
mystery.

Specific works within my own oeuvre that most effectively achieve my artistic purposes and vision are Pefer
Hitchens (cubist/neo-impressionist portrait), Andy Malkinson— Seventeen Years (2023) “Through Your Worldly
Fight” (poem published in the Carmarthen Journal, 1995) and my personal favorites— Skin Match 1 ersion (2013
song)/ Clive Freeman - the UK’s longest-serving prisoner maintaining innocence (2024 portrait).

In my view, art is at its best when it has nothing to do with political agendas. Art is, in its truest incarnation, a
deeply personal interpretation of human experience, an individual meditation on its tragedies and triumphs, that
leads us to important discoveries about ourselves. Art has, however, increasingly been co-opted by NGOs and
charities that exist almost solely to promote Marxist-flavoured social justice projects and left-wing authoritarian
viewpoints. The danger here is that the more these propagandists are incentivised, the more ‘woke’ every
practice and purpose of the artist must appear. Whatever is actual cutting-edge art suffers critical harm by this.
Art truly ‘at the edge’ is art that by its nature runs counter to and stubbornly refuses to affirm the accepted social
narrative. In the current political climate, art that is truly ‘disruptive’ is quickly marked out and condemned by
the progressive media establishment and the cultural authoritarians as ‘conspiracy theory’ or ‘far right’ (their
two favourite slurs) and by this is trivialized, discounted, then marginalised or completely ‘cancelled’.

Can art still really be 'anything goes'? In our postmodern milieu, naive young audiences care little about anything
but an easily accessed, unambiguous, and comforting politically correct message couched snugly behind the
piece or the maker. Nick Cave has called this approach to artistic expression ‘suffocating” and he has been
consigned to the ‘dinosaur’ bracket by some art communities because of this.

Many artists and comedians privately abhor ‘wokeism’ and would like to confront the current cultural hostility
to free expression, but they fear censure by their own management teams and fear as well the loss of lucrative
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opportunities if they stray from accepted social doctrine. Free thought, free expression, and independent action
cease to exist under such constraints, creative energy is stifled, and art languishes.

On a lighter note, I am currently appearing on regular podcasts promoting my latest book .4 Delicate Balance of
Reason— Adventures in The Culture Wars and my latest album Cancasian Nights.

I regularly post new artworks on my X account:
https://x.com/seanbwparker

I will have a portrait in the No Comment exhibition at the Southbank from 1st November to 15th December,
with more releases planned for 2025.

Selected examples of my work (including all the images included here) are on display at my Saatchi Art page:
https://www.saatchiart.com/en-gb/seanbwparker

Prints of my selected works are available for sale at Gelato:
https://push.fm/fl/https-dashboard-gelato-com-catalogue-print-file-editor-designid-c4dcd10a-50eb-40£1-
8£77-c21£550af85c-productuid-canvas-700x1000-mm-28x40-inch-canvas-wood-fsc-slim-4-0-ver-pagecount-
null-productname-canvas-product-productcategoryname-canvas-from-templates

My Amazon author page features my nine books:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stores/author/BO6XZ76F5Y

My Spotify page contains most of my music published since 2005:
https://open.spotify.com/artist/54AfbvL.mprs XNalXs2xU]Ji

HIGH BUTTON PRESS: Contemporary Art



https://x.com/seanbwparker
https://www.saatchiart.com/en-gb/seanbwparker
https://push.fm/fl/https-dashboard-gelato-com-catalogue-print-file-editor-designid-c4dcd10a-50eb-40f1-8f77-c21f550af85c-productuid-canvas-700x1000-mm-28x40-inch-canvas-wood-fsc-slim-4-0-ver-pagecount-null-productname-canvas-product-productcategoryname-canvas-from-templates
https://push.fm/fl/https-dashboard-gelato-com-catalogue-print-file-editor-designid-c4dcd10a-50eb-40f1-8f77-c21f550af85c-productuid-canvas-700x1000-mm-28x40-inch-canvas-wood-fsc-slim-4-0-ver-pagecount-null-productname-canvas-product-productcategoryname-canvas-from-templates
https://push.fm/fl/https-dashboard-gelato-com-catalogue-print-file-editor-designid-c4dcd10a-50eb-40f1-8f77-c21f550af85c-productuid-canvas-700x1000-mm-28x40-inch-canvas-wood-fsc-slim-4-0-ver-pagecount-null-productname-canvas-product-productcategoryname-canvas-from-templates
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stores/author/B06XZ76F5Y
https://open.spotify.com/artist/54AfbvLmprsXNalXs2xUJi

THE TENSION OF MYSTERY: _As# at the Edge

THE TENSION OF MYSTERY

ART AT THE EDGE

The ideal viewers of my work are those who appreciate whatever is
beguiling and enigmatic, whatever is complex and cryptic, whatever
challenges perceived reality and simultaneously offers the intricate

tension of mystery.
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Harry

Linocuts on cardboard
11.8 x 17.7 inches
2024
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The Dancers

Actylic on cardboard
15 x 20 inches
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Undated

Metamorphosts Phoenix
Actylic on cardboard

19.7 x 29.5 inches

Undated
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Phoenix

Metamorphosis Rex
Actylic on cardboard
19.7 x 29.5 inches
Undated
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Central 69
Actrylic on canvas
15.7 x 19.7 inches
Undated
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Christmas at Dartmoor
Watercolor on canvas

19.7 x 19.7 inches

Undated
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Art Department,

Dartmoor

Acrylic on cardboard
35 x 55 inches
Undated
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Dartmoor
Acrylic on canvas
63 x 78.7 inches
Undated
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Droit de Signeur
Watercolor on canvas
30.3 x 39.4 inches
Undated
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O:JA&L’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS CHAPBOOK SERIES

2020
O:JA&L Pushcart Prize Nominees: 2018
O:JA&L Pushcart Prize Nominees: 2019

Something Else About Mary (Exclusive subscriber content)
(from WIP NOT FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL)
Flash Fiction by Kent Dixon

Flash Fiction: A Primer
A writer’s resource by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto

Poetry: Three Essays on Craft
by O:JA&L Featured Writers

Ray-the Roo
Experimental Discourse by Associate Editor W]P Newnham

Horse: 4 Frames

Haibun by Associate Editor Jeff Streeby
2021

Just Willie Please: Eight Flash Fiction Tales
A flash fiction sequence by Don Robishaw

The Imp of the Perverse: Edgar Allan Poe’s Misplaces Youth
An essay from a longer academic WIP by Anne Whitehouse

The First Annual O:JA&L Prize for Flash Discourse
Selected and with an Introduction by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto
The 10 Best Flash Narratives 2017-2021

Here Comes Herodotus, Again!
Flash Discourse by Wayne Cresser

Where the Thin Winds Worry
Flash Discourse by Carolyn Mikulencak
(No longer available)
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https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/2018.Pushcart-chapbook.final_.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/2019.pushcart.chapbook.6-x-9.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Casto-essays.6-x-9.B.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook2.three-poets-on-craft.CreateSpace-Word-Templates.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook.Newnham.2.CreateSpace-Word-Templates-002.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Horse.4-frames.2020.chapbook.-6-x-9.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Robishaw.6-x-9-inch-15.24-x-22.86-cm.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2020-chapbook-seriesissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousethe-imp-of-the-perverseedgar-allan-poes-misplaced-youth/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesthe-first-annual-ojal-prize-for-flash-discourseselected-and-with-an-introduction-byassociate-editor-pamelyn-casto/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-cresserhere-comes-herodotus-again/
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2022
Prose Poetry by Brad Rose
Flash Discourse by Mark Blickley
Poetry by Bruce Robinson
Haiku by Jianging Zheng
Haiku by Adjei Agyei-Baah
Haibun by Taofeeck Ayeyemi
Irish/English Haiku by Gabriel Rosenstock celebrating the art of Issachar Ber Ryback
New and selected flash fiction by Wayne Scheer
Irish/English Haibun by Gabriel Rosenstock, featuring passages from THE NATURAL HISTORY OF

SELBORNE by Gilbert White (1720-1793)
2023

Haiku & Senryu by Hassane Zemmouri
Poetry by Anne Whitehouse
Academic Nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse

Haiku by Adjei Agyei-Baah

Prose poetry by Hekkei Huotari
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https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetrybrad-rosefunny-you-should-ask/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionmark-blickleyhunger-pains/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesbruce-robinsoncomedy-hour/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikujianqing-zhengdelta-notes/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuadjei-agyei-baahscaring-crow/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibuntaofeek-ayeyemidust-and-rustwith-a-foreword-by-rich-youmans/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesirish-english-haikugabriel-rosenstocka-sweater-for-the-tayfela-celebration-of-the-art-of-issachar-ber-ryback/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-scheerzen-and-the-art-of-house-paintingnew-and-selected-work/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesirish-english-haikugabriel-rosenstockthe-selborne-haibun/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaiku-senryuhassane-zemmourischool-songs/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesanne-whitehousebeing-ruth-asawa/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriesprose-discourse-nonfictionacademic-writingissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousesoldier-sailor-edgar-allan-poe-and-his-brother-henry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuadjei-agyei-baahtales-of-the-kite/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetryheikki-huotarihow-the-mayfly-got-its-megaphone/
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Jackhammer Poems
Poetry by Ben Jacques

Six Coffees with a Madman
Experimental Fiction by Blossom Hibbert

Drops of Water
Haiku by Yuko Otomo
Irish translation by Gabriel Rosenstock
Scots translation by John McDonald

Just Looking
Haiku Sequences on the Mississippi Delta region by Jianquing Zheng

Qualm (Before a Storm)
Poetry by Bruce Robinson

Eye of the Fish
Haiga (or EKPHRASTIC HAIKU) with photography by Debiprasad Mukherjee
and with Haiku in English and Irish by Gabriel Rosenstock

Experimental Storytelling: A Timeline of Complementary Realities
Experimental Discourse by Jim Meirose with an essay
and with an interview by O:JA&L Associate Editor Warwick Newnham

MORE TITLES IN-PRESS FOR 2024

BUTTONHOOK PRESS

AN IMPRINT OF OPEN: JOURNAL OF ARTS & LETTERS
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O:JA&I’S HOT BUTTON PRESS SERIALS

2023

The Deplorable:
Installment 1
Installment 2
Installment 3
Installment 4

Fiction by Contributing Editor Mick McGrath

OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters
A\
/7‘\ 3

HOT BUTTON PRESS

Contemporary Issues

O:JA&IL’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS MASTERS SERIES

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Brian Clements on Prose Poetry
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Mark Budman on Flash Discourse
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Ray Gonzalez on Prose Poetry
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto

The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Michael Martone on Flash Fiction
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto

The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Roberta Allen on Flash Fiction
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto

The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Peter Conners on Flash Fiction
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto

MORE TITLES IN PRESS
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O:JA&I’S HIGH BUTTON PRESS ART CHAPBOOKS
2024

Rites of Calibration: Images & Excepts

Original photography and poetic excerpts by Rex Wilder
and including several epigraphs from "Birds of Passage" by Walt Whitman
Tangent & Interplay
Artist Portfolio of Catherine Eaton Skinner
Layered Light
Artist Portfolio of Bette Ridgeway
Essence & Atmosphere
Artist Portfolio of Kathleen Frank
By Land & By Sea: Awakening the Sensual
Artist Portfolio of Mark Yale Harris
NEW MEXICO Deconstructed
Artist Portfolio of Nathalie Christensen
Imperfect Vessel
Artist portfolio of Ann-Marie Brown

MORE TITLES IN PRESS
OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters

\
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NEW FROM O:JA&IL’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS

Awnd Other True Stories
A Novella of the Interwar Years 1919-1939

ERIK HARPER KILASS

Polish Poets in Beds with Girls exhibits a fascinating and artful mix of
history, fiction, nonfiction, poetry, footnotes, the semifictional (and
autofictional) lives of Erik Harper Klass and his lover Rachel, and
snippets about the actual lives of eight renowned Polish poets and
their lovers. The force that holds this mighty mix together is the work
of poet Vladimir Mayakovsky. Klass’s book will awaken readers to the
strangeness of literature and history, and to the strangeness of life and
love.

PAMELYN CASTO
Author of Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker (A Portable Workshap).

Klass offers a dense, thoroughly researched story laden with
symbolism, which seems, above all, to be saying this: art exiszs. This
work 7s. Art stands (sometimes literally) above what changes and what
doesn’t, outlives giants, and imbues repetitive, sometimes hopeless
lives with color. For anybody who finds that meaning important,
Polish Poets is a wotk worth taking in. ... [It is] a multi-layered,
provocative, and well-told story about art for art’s sake, language for
language’s sake, and meaning-making itself.

RACHEL CUSTER
NEA Fellow (2019) and the author of Flatback Sally Country

We listen with sympathy and fascination to this series of intimate colloquies that Klass has created in his captivating narrative
on several notable Polish poets of the interwar years (1919-1938). Feelings matter here—the relationships between the lovers.
The expansive descriptions of tiny things matter here. The internal monologues of the individual poets matter here—their
musings on the condition of the world around them. But it is the blending of all these things in Klass’s precise proportions
that matters most. His many thoughtfully nuanced ingredients in this literary recipe are the result of exhaustive research, and
his efforts provide his readers with the ultimate experience of the vibrant Polish poetic community of the first half of the
twentieth century.

VERA FALENKO
2017 graduate of the Moscow Aviation Institute and contributing editor and translator at Open: Journal of Arts & Letters
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