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DAVID JAMES

WHAT WE TELL OURSELVES

Another gray sky

in a string of eleven so far this new year.

The sun is unconscious, drunk and sick,

half-eaten pizzas littering the coffee table,

dishes stacked and falling by the sink. On the floor,
there’s a crumpled break-up letter, the sun’s alibi

for missing work, for getting shit-faced day after day.

The moon left, taking all her plants and blankets.
She couldn’t stand the heat

and refused to look at his bright face

as he explained, without emotion, why

he couldn’t settle down with her.

After he fell asleep that night, she left, heart-broken.

The next morning, the sun woke and realized what had
happened. Grabbing a fifth of whiskey, he started drinking
and didn’t stop,

convinced his dreams, remembered or not,

were sucked into a black hole.

But you and I know,
that’s a lie.
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LET ME SAY THIS UP FRONT:

can’t help but do the math.

If I live to be as old as David Bowie,
I have 177 days left upright on this planet.

If I can outrun Jim Hines, the first sprinter
to break the ten-second mark

in the 100-yard dash,

I’'m here for seven more beautiful years.

If I make it to a male’s average lifespan, 73,
I have four years and six months

to squint at the sunrise

or catch raindrops on my tongue.

It’s odd how math focuses your attention.

When I was in my thirties,

I never thought about coming to the end

of the road. In fact, I didn’t think there was a road.

Now, a single worn path leads me

into the woods, through a row of trees,
along the cliff edge

scaling down toward the river.

I can see a few people
shuffling along the shoreline, waiting.
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A light mist settles across the water.

I hear the clap of oars slapping the surface,
though it doesn’t sound

like anything

I’ve ever heard

before.
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THEY SAY

he world is your oyster
so grab it with gusto
and eat it, leaving nothing
to chance. In fact, grab life
with both hands and hug the hell
out of every tree and cliff,
every squirrel and shoreline.

Say, Yes, I’ll go there.

Yes, I'll try that.

Yes, I’ll shake and dance
until my legs scream for rest.

Take the day in your arms

and promise it everything.

Lift it over your head

and offer a few words

of thanks and praise

while you still can

because

one day, and it’s getting closer,

you’re going to fall and break a hip

or

forget the name of your wife or husband
or

drive into the rear end of a parked semi
or
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not wake up in the morning

and the world will become

someone else’s oyster on a half-shell,
the day wandering away

from your open palms,

calling out to the living,

refusing

to look back.
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TO A FRIEND WHO HAS GIVEN UP
Jfor M.

isten to the wren,
the tiniest bird in our yard,

bellowing out his trill, his complex song,
flapping his wings to keep away

the sparrows and robins, as if he could.
Even though it’s futile, he defends

his birdhouse, diving at birds

twice his size. And still he sings,

telling the world he’s here,

flying under bushes for insects

and spiders. So when you’re down, friend,
feeling attacked, doubting your place,
wondering why you should

even try to put pen to paper,

picture the wren, fighting for his home,
singing out as a form of hope and revenge.
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WHEN THE WORLD TRIES
TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH

Attended a funeral yesterday

for Lois, 96 years old, a feisty, petite woman.

Today I picked up Jack, 85, and took him into church
with his walker after giving him a healthy spray
of cologne to mask his age.

Then I drove an hour and a half to Caseville to lend
a hand staying with my father-in-law,

95 years old. He lost his wife last year

and can’t live alone, so for now, he depends

on family to take care of the house, and him.

I can’t help but think I’'m being asked to draw
conclusions about this getting old shit.

Look, the wotld says, this will be you in the wink
of an eye, standing at the edge, ready to fall.

No one outruns the timeclock in their heart.

I feel like a misfit,
Each morning
opens a hole

in the universe

and I step through it
as if I have any idea where I’'m going.
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ABOUT THE WRITER:

Born and raised on the third coast, Michigan, DAVID JAMES
has published seven books and has had more than thirty of
his one-act plays produced.
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Safe Spaces: A Pretty Lie
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer
Against Art as a Radical Subjectivity
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer
Songs on the Way to God: A Theory of Poetics
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer
The Artistic Power of Silence: On Letting Art Speak for Itself
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer
Special Edition: Experimental Discourse
...are serious offenses, and...
A closet drama in two acts by Anthony Hamilton
How to Love a Headstone
Poetry by Sloane Asakura

The Last of the Gallants
Poetry by Atar Hadari

2021

Salt
Poetry by Amanda Leal
Deer in Fog at Twilight Near Squalicum Lake Road
Poetry by Richard Widerkehr
Democracy has Lifted Up Its Voice
Poetry by Mike Puican
2YC Review: The Works
Poetry and creative prose by members of the Two-Year College Caucus at
AWP
Promises
Poetry by Ellis Elliott

Home

Poetry by Amanda Leal

Study of Burkas
A poem by Dana Sonnenschein

The Open Window
Flash vignettes by O.G. Rose
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Poetry in two languages by Andrey Gritsman

2022

Poetry by Kirby Olson

Mogollon Rim
Poetry by Allisa Cherry

Poetry by John-Michael Bloomquist
Poetry and art by Arturo Desimone

A poem by Bruce Bond

Poetry by Jessica Purdy

War and Riff
Haibun by Keith Polette

Family Photo of America
Poetry by Lynn Potts

Chester River Reverie
Poetry by Priscilla Long

Salton Sea
A short story by Mike Murray

The Fiddler
Poetry by Tim Hunt

YOUNG AMERICA
Poetry by Jennifer Clark
Featured Collaboration
Poetry by Adjei Agyei-Baah
& Fine Art Photography by Jerome Berglund

2023
Poetry by Jean Kane

Poetry by Adtienne Pilon
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Pottet's Valley Road
Poetry (Americana) by Richard Widerkehr

Old Barn OR
Poetry by Penelope Schotte

Nothing To Be Sorry For
Poetry by Lynn Cohen

Small Lantern
Featured Haiga Collaborations
Haiku by Hassane Zemmouri

& Photography by Megali Bretou & Bea Bauer

Haiku (Americana) by Ron Scully

Night Train
Haiku by Jerome Gagnon

The Aquarian Foundation
Poetry (Americana) by Jeffrey Gray

Once There Was a Way
Poetry by Steve Myers

Local Habitations
Poetry by Edison Jennings

Occasions for Listening (Excerpts from a WIP)
Spencer Silverthorne

2024
Micropoems by Ronald J. Scully
Poetry by Wendy Taylor Carlisle

Poetry by Michael Lee Johnson
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HOT BUTTON PRESS Contemporary Issues
2023

Lamentations: Icons of War
Arab-Israeli Conflict: Image-as-poem collection by Tony Brinkley

Poetry by Kirby Olson

Perseus with the Head of Medusa
Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing Editor
Mick McGrath

Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing Editor
Mick McGrath

Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing Editor
Mick McGrath

Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing Editor
Mike McGrath

The End of the "Black Victim" Narrative?
Editorials on Issues of Contemporary Aesthetics by Contributing Editor
Mick McGrath
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AVAILABLE NOW FROM O:JA&L’S
BUTTONHOOK PRESS

A Novella of the Interwar Years 1919-1939
ERIK HARPER KILASS

Polish Poets in Beds with Girls exhibits a fascinating and artful mix of
history, fiction, nonfiction, poetry, footnotes, the semifictional (and
autofictional) lives of Erik Harper Klass and his lover Rachel, and
snippets about the actual lives of eight renowned Polish poets and
their lovers. The force that holds this mighty mix together is the
work of poet Vladimir Mayakovsky. Klass’s book will awaken
readers to the strangeness of literature and history, and to the
strangeness of life and love.

PAMELYN CASTO
Author of Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker (A Portable Workshop).

We listen with sympathy and fascination to this series of intimate
colloquies that Klass has created in his captivating natrative on
several notable Polish poets of the interwar years (1919-1938).
Feelings matter here—the relationships between the lovers. The
expansive descriptions of tiny things matter here. The internal
monologues of the individual poets matter here—their musings on
the condition of the world around them. But it is the blending of all
these things in Klass’s precise proportions that matters most. His
many thoughtfully nuanced ingredients in this literary recipe are the
result of exhaustive research, and his efforts provide his readers with
the ultimate experience of the vibrant Polish poetic community of
the first half of the twentieth century.

VERA FALENKO

2017 graduate of the Moscow Aviation Institute and contributing
editor and translator at Open: Journal of Arts & Letters

Klass offers a dense, thoroughly researched story laden with
symbolism, which seems, above all, to be saying this: art exzszs. This
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work zs. Art stands (sometimes literally) above what changes and
what doesn’t, outlives giants, and imbues repetitive, sometimes
hopeless lives with color. For anybody who finds that meaning
important, Polish Poets is a work worth taking in. . .. [It is] a multi-
layered, provocative, and well-told story about art for art’s sake,
language for language’s sake, and meaning-making itself.

RACHEL CUSTER
NEA Fellow (2019) and the author of Flatback Sally Country

O] A&L 2024 Amsericana PAMPHLET SERIES




DAVID JAMES

BUTTONHOOK PRESS TITLES ON AMAZON
available now

EN MM Pamelyn Casto
ALIVE IN THE FLICKER

APORTABLE WORKRSHOP

PAMELYN CASTO

ik

l nAENIE

r\&
P e
/ @
{
BUTTONHOOK PRESS

Supporting artists and writers worldwide

O:JA&L’S 2023 PAMPHLET SERIES

BUTTONHOOK PRESS



https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240
https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240
https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+pandemic+letters&i=stripbooks&crid=3VNIDWGO9HB&sprefix=the+pandemic+letter%2Cstripbooks%2C1099&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+pandemic+letters&i=stripbooks&crid=3VNIDWGO9HB&sprefix=the+pandemic+letter%2Cstripbooks%2C1099&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+pandemic+letters&i=stripbooks&crid=3VNIDWGO9HB&sprefix=the+pandemic+letter%2Cstripbooks%2C1099&ref=nb_sb_noss

LET ME SAY THIS UP FRONT

$5.95 (USA) $8.95 (Canada

O] A&L 2024 Amsericana PAMPHLET SERIES




	THE O:JA&L PAMPHLET SERIES
	2022
	2023
	2024
	THE O:JA&L PAMPHLET SERIES
	2023
	THE O:JA&L PAMPHLET SERIES

