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Atar Hadari 

 

Last of the Gallants 

 
 

The last of the gallants has gone - 
Who’s to lead the tributes? 
Ollie Reed who drank himself to death 
In a break between “Gladiator” shoots? 
Or Richard Burton who coughed his last  
Over a diamond for Elizabeth or some wife after, 
No-one remembers now. But Peter, lovely Peter,  
Sandy haired raconteur not to say liar, 
Eyes blue as quartz staring across a dune, 
Lovely Macbeth of the back stalls bar, 
Last of the great young boys to come  
Claim the sword from Larry’s hand. 
Who shall speak the speech over you my lord 
When the barrel is empty and the boys  
All gone like vagabonds? 
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