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Almost a lullaby  
on this cold night 

 

She has learned to make use of everything. 

The sap trough serves as a cradle. 
She lays the baby in the hollowed-out log. 

The cabin swept clean, day's chatter tucked away— 
only the wolf family howling about something— 
she allows herself a sigh. Outside the cabin, 
a panther prowls the night. 

Tomorrow’s arms will stretch long and warm 
and hug the drowsy trees. With sap stirring 
in rousing bellies, soon it will be time to tap. 
For now, she rocks the sweet to sleep. 
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A Balloon called Young America:  
Bangor, Maine 

from John Martin's Scrap & Sketch Book, 1857 

 

The whole town turned out 

as did towns around the town 
to see Mr. Wise and his balloon 
ascend at noon. We sat on blankets, 
rooftops, and flour barrels watching 
the cloth bag slowly swell with possibility. 
 
As Mr. Wise leaned over the willow basket 
emptying bags of sand onto Summer Street 
the sun began to rise. How grand to think 
we might join sparrows and master the sky. 
 
Hanky in hand, Mr. Wise waved to the stunned 
crowd as his ship sailed through the air. 
Skimming a wave of forest, he dug 
into weighted bags, tossed overboard 
fistfuls of sand. Some days, we still hear 
sand raining upon the green heads of trees. 
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Elia Wilkinson Peattie  
(1862-1935) 
 
“The forest is beleaguered, and I—am I not in the forest? It must be that I also am 
beleaguered.” 

-Elia W. Peattie, The Beleaguered Forest 

 

Her characters enter woods, awful and as holy as a 

cathedral, and feed on wild berries. They drink from 
feeble streams trickling cold among the ferns. Some talk 
to trees. Tree, one character asks, Don’t you hear your own 
singing? The tree, as is custom in the area, does not 
answer. In Michigan, though, they speak. Her trees 
mutter as lumbermen draw near. They moan as axes split 
their bark. Sometimes, while falling, they shriek. 
Sometimes, they kill a man, his crushed body placed on 
a litter of lost limbs, carried past pews of stumps, a 
sacrifice to the harvested and hewn. 

 

  



JENNIFER CLARK 

Buttonhook Press  

An imprint of OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters (O:JA&L) 
6 

 

When Saginaw swayed  
to Little Jake’s time 

 

Each spring, after they’d fed the Saginaw with logs that 

boomed into the river’s belly, the shanty boys stuffed 
themselves into the train, drank cheap whiskey, and 
brawled all the way to Saginaw. When the train pulled 
into Potter Street Station, most every window—kissed 
hard by flannel and fist—gaped open in surprise. 
 
Little Jake was ready, wooed them with a brass band even 
before they staggered off the train, their caulk boots 
click-clapping, pocking the town’s handsome plank 
sidewalks. As the band streamed through town, the 
shanty boys lumbered behind, keeping an eye out for 
suds and women. 
 
Converging at Little Jake’s clothing store, they peered up 
as Little Jake—who could barely see over a whiskey 
barrel—leaned out the second story window and flung a 
vest to the lumbermen below. 
 
Fights brewed until winners, clutching silk scraps the size 
of trembling aspen leaves, unjammed themselves and 
poured into the store for their matching coat and pants. 
As each jack dug a dozen dollars from bound kerchiefs, 
Little Jake—delighted to find himself in the midst of a 
flannel forest—replaced their “free” vests. 
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Prone to all things big and grand, Little Jake started a 
bank, bought a bigger store, put up a clock tower with a 
statue of himself hoisted on top. Saginaw swayed to 
Little Jake’s time. Gossip kept pace when his wife took 
to traveling with the town’s druggist. 
 
After Little Jake left and headed west, even after he 
tailored his own death to suit him, the clock and his 
coppered self—in long coat and high hat—lived on, 
keeping watch over Saginaw and the grave of his boy 
who’d lived four months and eighteen days. 
 
In time, the white pines, along with shanty boys, 
disappeared. In 1940, when wind had had enough, 
copper Jake toppled to the ground. Not long after, the 
town took down the clock, long tired of making time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: 
"Little Jake" (he dubbed himself that and even trademarked the name) was 
born in Germany in 1838, made his way to Saginaw, then briefly to the 
Detroit area, then ended up in Colorado, where he was considered the most 
popular man in all of Colorado. A cigar was named after him as well as a 
few other things. 
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About the writer: 
 

Jennifer Clark is the author of a children’s book and 

three full-length poetry collections. Her latest book, 
Kissing the World Goodbye (Unsolicited Press), 
ventures into the world of memoir, braiding family tales 
with recipes. She lives in Kalamazoo, Michigan and you 
can find her at jenniferclarkkzoo.com and at  
@jenniferclarkbooks on Instagram.  

  

http://jenniferclarkkzoo.com/


JENNIFER CLARK 

Buttonhook Press  

An imprint of OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters (O:JA&L) 
10 

The Buttonhook Press Pamphlet Series 
 

2020 
 

Safe Spaces: A Pretty Lie 
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer 

 

Against Art as a Radical Subjectivity 
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer 

 

Songs on the Way to God: A Theory of Poetics 
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer 

 

The Artistic Power of Silence: On Letting Art Speak for Itself 
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer 

 

Special Edition: Experimental Discourse 
…are serious offenses, and… 

A closet drama in two acts by Anthony Hamilton 
 

How to Love a Headstone 
Poetry by Sloane Asakura 

 

The Last of the Gallants 
Poetry by Atar Hadari 

 

2021 
 

Salt 
Poetry by Amanda Leal 

 

Deer in Fog at Twilight Near Squalicum Lake Road 
Poetry by Richard Widerkehr 

 

Democracy has Lifted Up Its Voice 
Poetry by Mike Puican 

 

2YC Review: The Works 
Poetry and creative prose  

by members of the Two-Year College Caucus at AWP 
 

Promises 
Poetry by Ellis Elliott 

 

Home 
Poetry by Amanda Leal 

 

Study of Burkas 
A poem by Dana Sonnenschein 

https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Custer-pamphlet.safespaces.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/2020-pamphlet.Custer.interview-5-x-8.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Custer-pamphlet.songs_.Final_.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Custer-pamphlet.Silence.Final_.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/hamilton.3.XP_.pamphlet.chapbook.-5-x-8.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Asakura.pamphlet.chapbook.final_.-5-x-8.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesatar-hadarilast-of-the-gallants-elegies/
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/2021-pamphlet.Leal_.Salt_.revised.imp_.-5-x-8.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesrichard-widerkehrdeer-in-fog-at-twilight-near-squalicum-lake-road/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-serieswriters-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesmike-puicandemocracy-has-lifted-its-voice/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriespoetry-proseworks-by-membersof-the-two-year-college-caucus-at-awp2yc-review-the-works/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesellis-elliottpromises/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesamanda-lealhome/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesdana-sonnenscheinstudy-of-burkas/


A Balloon Called Young America 

2022 Pamphlet Series 11 

The Open Window 
Flash vignettes by O.G. Rose 

 

Light in the Cathedral: Russian/English Poems 
Poetry in two languages by Andrey Gritsman 

 

2022 
 

Poems for Families 
Poetry by Kirby Olson 

 

Mogollon Rim 
Poetry by Allisa Cherry 

 

Hanno 
Poetry by John-Michael Bloomquist 

 

Poem scrawled on a maize-sheaf for her (last offering) 
Poetry and art by Arturo Desimone 

 

The Curve of the Open Page 
A poem by Bruce Bond 

 

Murder in the House: The "Nutshells" of Frances Glessner 
Lee 

Poetry by Jessica Purdy 
 

War and Riff 
Haibun by Keith Polette 

 

Family Photo of America 
Poetry by Lynn Potts 

 

Chester River Reverie 
Poetry by Priscilla Long 

 

Salton Sea 
A short story by Mike Murray 

 

More titles in press  
 

OJAL Art Incorporated, publishing since 2017 as OPEN: JOURNAL OF ARTS & 
LETTERS (O:JA&L) and its imprint Buttonhook Press, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporationsupporting 

writers and artists worldwide. 
 

Become an O:JA&L Member through Patreon. 
 

 

https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriesflash-discourse-annual-call-for-themed-submissionssuper-flash-100-words2021-theme-vignette-the-open-windowo-g-rosethe-open-window/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesandrey-gritsmanlight-in-the-cathedralrussian-english-poems/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-styleskirby-olsonpoems-for-families/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesallisa-cherrymogollon-rim/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesallisa-cherrymogollon-rim/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesjohn-michael-bloomquisthanno/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-serieswriters-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesarturo-desimonepoem-scrawled-on-a-maize-sheaf-for-her-last-offering/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesbruce-bondthe-curve-of-the-open-page/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2022-pamphlet-seriesamericanajessica-purdymurder-in-the-housethe-nutshells-of-frances-glessner-lee/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2022-pamphlet-seriesamericanajessica-purdymurder-in-the-housethe-nutshells-of-frances-glessner-lee/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-pamphlet-seriesmixed-forms-haibunkeith-polettewar-and-riff/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesamericanalynne-pottsfamily-photo-of-america/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesamericanapriscilla-longchester-river-reverie/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-pamphlet-seriesprose-discourse-short-story-to-10000-wordsmike-murraysalton-sea/
https://www.patreon.com/user?u=15579050
https://www.patreon.com/user?u=15579050


JENNIFER CLARK 

Buttonhook Press  

An imprint of OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters (O:JA&L) 
12 

Buttonhook Press titles on Amazon 

available now 
 

 
 
Pamelyn Casto 
Flash Fiction:  
Alive in the Flicker A Portable Workshop 
 
 
 
 
 
James Weitz 
The Pandemic Letters:  
Interviews with Travelers  
Trapped Abroad During COVID 
 
 

 

 

 
Supporting artists and writers worldwide 

 
  

2022 Pamphlet Series 
 

$3.50 (USA)                     $6.00 (Canada) 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240
https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+pandemic+letters&i=stripbooks&crid=3VNIDWGO9HB&sprefix=the+pandemic+letter%2Cstripbooks%2C1099&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+pandemic+letters&i=stripbooks&crid=3VNIDWGO9HB&sprefix=the+pandemic+letter%2Cstripbooks%2C1099&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+pandemic+letters&i=stripbooks&crid=3VNIDWGO9HB&sprefix=the+pandemic+letter%2Cstripbooks%2C1099&ref=nb_sb_noss

	2020
	2021
	2022

