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ANN-MARIE BROWN 

 

ARTIST’S STATEMENT 
 
 
 

My journey towards being an artist began while I was 18 when I traveled to study at a seminary in England. 

There I had a crisis of faith which was less about the idea of God and more about a disillusionment with the 
narrow parameters of the church’s ideology.  I left to hitch-hike through the middle east with a vague goal of 
meeting and listening to people who came from different traditions.  It was an expansive experience where in 
deserts and cities I was treated by strangers with a kindness and hospitality that humbles me to this day. 
 
I eventually left for Europe and spent several months in a mountain village in Austria in prayer and meditation 
before returning to Canada to attend University with the goal of getting a degree in education.  In second year, 
I took an elective class with the university’s artist in residence Eric Loder.  It changed the course of my life. 
 
I found a way to translate my thoughts into colour and form and shifted my major to allow for more studio 
time.  Eric gave me a key to use the university studio after hours & I spent many nights there figuring out the 
technical aspects of this language I was desperate to become fluent in.  
 
After graduation I hopped in a pickup truck with my then boyfriend/now husband and headed to the west 
coast with a sink or swim attitude regarding this whole creating a life as a working artist.  It was financially very 
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difficult, but we befriended other artists, musicians, and actors in the city and because everyone was broke, it 
made our own poverty seem reasonable. 
 
I had a break in the form of a public gallery exhibition of my work which led to representation with commercial 
galleries in the States and Canada.  Since then, I’ve been consistently represented and have exhibited annually.   
 
I’ve worked out of studios in Vancouver, Montreal, Helsinki, Sofia & Paris soaking up the energies of those 
places and being in conversation with them in front of my easel.  Several years ago, because we thought it would 
be best for our young son, we packed up and moved away from urban life to a property in coastal B.C. by the 
ocean.  There was a small cottage on the land, a section of which served as my studio until we were able to 
construct a freestanding one.   
 
It’s in that studio on the Sunshine Coast where I now work, carrying my coffee cup every morning past fruit 
trees and cedars into the space with soaring ceilings that feels like a very private chapel. 
 
The works themselves are painted in encaustic and oil.  This became my chosen medium because of the 
unpredictability of the process.  Inevitable miscalculations disrupt my intention for a piece and open a dialogue 
with the emerging image.  The process doesn’t allow me to visualize the painting and methodically arrive at 
it.  This provides an opportunity for the active painting mind to push the work to a place that wasn’t consciously 
available.  The mind that’s painting is more interesting than the mind that’s thinking about painting. 
 
Encaustic is tricky, and the marks that build up on the canvas while a painting is being fought for have a value, 
like scars and wrinkles on a person.  They are the story of becoming, written on the body. 
 
All of this creates space within the painting.  The brushwork creates hard points of clarity and the encaustic 
work over ghost trails of scrubbed out portions creates liminal spaces that are finished in the mind of the 
viewer.  They are figurative paintings, grounded in reality, but function like Rorschach tests.  The viewer is 
invited to co-create the painting by looking at it. 
 
I really cherish the opportunities for releasing paintings into the world and hearing how people respond to 
them.  I’ve just shipped a crate of new works to Sono Fine Art in Connecticut 
https://sonofineart.com/artists/ann-marie-brown/ and am preparing for a two person exhibition at Soul 
Gallery in Winnipeg  https://soulgallery.ca/collections/ann-marie-brown that opens August 15th.  Readers of 
OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters who would like to see more of my work are invited to visit my instagram & 
let me know their thoughts. https://www.instagram.com/annmariebrown.art/ . 
 
 
 

https://sonofineart.com/artists/ann-marie-brown/
https://soulgallery.ca/collections/ann-marie-brown
https://www.instagram.com/annmariebrown.art/
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IMPERFECT VESSEL 
                                                               Oils & Encaustics 

 
 

“Ann-Marie Brown’s lush oil and encaustic paintings are an invitation to linger”.  

If you accept the invitation, the painting indeed becomes a presence that emerges from 
the canvas. Brown creates an experience for the viewer: the painting reads you, opens 
something inside you like haiku.  

 
– BRONWYN MELVILLE  

(2022 Winter Edition of Encaustic Arts Magazine published by the Museum of Encaustic Art in Santa Fe) 
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     Plums. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 12 x 12 inches. 2023. 
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What Trees Know 1. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 35 x 20 inches. 2023. 
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         Feast For a New Dawn. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 36 x 36 inches. 2023. 
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      Blackberry sketch. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 12 x 12 inches. 2022. 
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       Blackberry Sketch #2. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 12 x 12 inches. 2023. 
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        Luminous Harvest. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 20 x 20 inches. 2023. 
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       Plum Branch. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 36 x 36 inches. 2023. 
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   Tender Fruits/Imperfect Vessel. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 30 x 30 inches. 2023.  
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Salt Spring Summer. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 36 x 48 inches. 2022. 
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     Calculations Of Angels from the series Texture of Our Loss. Encaustic & oil on canvas. 36 x 36 inches. 2023. 
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                             Desi in Her Mother's Dress. Unspecified medium. 30 x 40 inches. 2023. 
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                             Telling Lies. Encaustic and oil on canvas. 30 x 40 inches. 2023.  
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O:JA&L’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS CHAPBOOK SERIES 
 
 

2020 
 

O:JA&L Pushcart Prize Nominees: 2018 
 

O:JA&L Pushcart Prize Nominees: 2019 
 

Something Else About Mary (Exclusive subscriber content) 
(from WIP NOT FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL) 

Flash Fiction by Kent Dixon 
 

Flash Fiction: A Primer 
A writer’s resource by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 

Poetry: Three Essays on Craft 
by O:JA&L Featured Writers 

 

Ray-the Roo 
Experimental Discourse by Associate Editor WJP Newnham 

 

Horse: 4 Frames 
Haibun by Associate Editor Jeff Streeby 

 

2021 
 

Just Willie Please: Eight Flash Fiction Tales 
A flash fiction sequence by Don Robishaw 

 

The Imp of the Perverse: Edgar Allan Poe’s Misplaces Youth 
An essay from a longer academic WIP by Anne Whitehouse 

 

The First Annual O:JA&L Prize for Flash Discourse 
Selected and with an Introduction by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

The 10 Best Flash Narratives 2017-2021 
 

Here Comes Herodotus, Again! 
Flash Discourse by Wayne Cresser 

 

Where the Thin Winds Worry 
Flash Discourse by Carolyn Mikulencak 

(No longer available) 

2022 
 

https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/2018.Pushcart-chapbook.final_.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/2019.pushcart.chapbook.6-x-9.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Casto-essays.6-x-9.B.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook2.three-poets-on-craft.CreateSpace-Word-Templates.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook.Newnham.2.CreateSpace-Word-Templates-002.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Horse.4-frames.2020.chapbook.-6-x-9.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Robishaw.6-x-9-inch-15.24-x-22.86-cm.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2020-chapbook-seriesissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousethe-imp-of-the-perverseedgar-allan-poes-misplaced-youth/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesthe-first-annual-ojal-prize-for-flash-discourseselected-and-with-an-introduction-byassociate-editor-pamelyn-casto/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-cresserhere-comes-herodotus-again/
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Funny You Should Ask 
Prose Poetry by Brad Rose 

 

Hunger Pains 
Flash Discourse by Mark Blickley 

 

Comedy Hour 
Poetry by Bruce Robinson 

 

Delta Notes 
Haiku by Jianqing Zheng 

 

Scaring Crow 
Haiku by Adjei Agyei-Baah 

 

Dust and Rust 
Haibun by Taofeek Ayeyemi 

 

A Sweater for the Tayfel 
Irish/English Haiku by Gabriel Rosenstock celebrating the art of Issachar Ber Ryback 

 

Zen and the Art of House Painting 
New and selected flash fiction by Wayne Scheer 

 

The Selborne Haibun 
Irish/English Haibun by Gabriel Rosenstock, featuring passages from THE NATURAL HISTORY OF 

SELBORNE by Gilbert White (1720-1793) 
 

2023 
 

School Songs 
Haiku & Senryu by Hassane Zemmouri 

 

Being Ruth Aswawa 
Poetry by Anne Whitehouse 

 

Soldier, Sailor: Edgar Allen Poe and His Brother Henry 
Academic Nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse 

 

Tales of the Kite 
Haiku by Adjei Agyei-Baah 

How the Mayfly Got Its Megaphone 
Prose poetry by Hekkei Huotari 

 

https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetrybrad-rosefunny-you-should-ask/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionmark-blickleyhunger-pains/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesbruce-robinsoncomedy-hour/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikujianqing-zhengdelta-notes/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuadjei-agyei-baahscaring-crow/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibuntaofeek-ayeyemidust-and-rustwith-a-foreword-by-rich-youmans/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesirish-english-haikugabriel-rosenstocka-sweater-for-the-tayfela-celebration-of-the-art-of-issachar-ber-ryback/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-scheerzen-and-the-art-of-house-paintingnew-and-selected-work/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesirish-english-haikugabriel-rosenstockthe-selborne-haibun/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaiku-senryuhassane-zemmourischool-songs/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesanne-whitehousebeing-ruth-asawa/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriesprose-discourse-nonfictionacademic-writingissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousesoldier-sailor-edgar-allan-poe-and-his-brother-henry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuadjei-agyei-baahtales-of-the-kite/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetryheikki-huotarihow-the-mayfly-got-its-megaphone/
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Jackhammer Poems 
Poetry by Ben Jacques 

 

Six Coffees with a Madman 
Experimental Fiction by Blossom Hibbert 

 

Drops of Water 
Haiku by Yuko Otomo 

Irish translation by Gabriel Rosenstock 
Scots translation by John McDonald 

 

Just Looking 
Haiku Sequences on the Mississippi Delta region by Jianquing Zheng 

 

Qualm (Before a Storm) 
Poetry by Bruce Robinson 

 

Eye of the Fish 
Haiga (or EKPHRASTIC HAIKU) with photography by Debiprasad Mukherjee  

and with Haiku in English and Irish by Gabriel Rosenstock 
 

Experimental Storytelling: A Timeline of Complementary Realities 
Experimental Discourse by Jim Meirose with an essay  

and with an interview by O:JA&L Associate Editor Warwick Newnham 
 
 

MORE TITLES IN-PRESS FOR 2024 
  

 
 

O:JA&L’S HOT BUTTON PRESS SERIALS 
 

2023 
 

The Deplorable: 
 Installment 1 
Installment 2 
Installment 3 
Installment 4 

 

Fiction by Contributing Editor Mick McGrath 

  

https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesben-jacquesjackhammer-poems/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriesexperimental-discourse-fictionblossom-hibbertsix-coffees-with-a-madman/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuyuko-otomodrops-of-waterirish-trans-by-gabriel-rosenstockscots-trans-by-john-mcdonald/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2023-chapbook-seriesamericanapoetry-all-forms-styleshaiku-sequencesjianqing-zhengjust-lookinghaiku-sequences-about-the-mississippi-delta/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesbruce-robinsonqualm-before-a-storm/
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Rosenstock.Mukherjee.Eye-of-the-Fish.pamphlet-2.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2023-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfolioexperimental-discourse-xp-fictionjim-meiroseexperimental-storytellingthe-timeline-of-complementary-realities/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-1/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-2/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-3/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-4/
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O:JA&L’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS MASTERS SERIES 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Brian Clements on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Mark Budman on Flash Discourse 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Ray Gonzalez on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 

The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Michael Martone on Flash Fiction 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 

The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Roberta Allen on Flash Fiction 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 

The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Peter Conners on Flash Fiction 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
MORE TITLES IN PRESS 

 

O:JA&L’S HIGH BUTTON PRESS ART CHAPBOOKS 
 

2024 
 

A QUIET PLACE TO LAND 
Photography by Rex Wilder 

 
MORE TITLES IN PRESS 

 

  

https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesbrian-clementsseductive-and-subversive-prose-poetry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesmark-budmanread-deeper-have-more-fun/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesray-gonzalezthe-book-of-whispers/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fictionfeatured-writer-michael-martonethe-tiny-book-of-forts/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fictionfeatured-writer-roberta-allenfirst-it-happens-then-i-make-it-up/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fictionfeatured-writer-peter-connersplenty-how-to-write-very-short-fiction/
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NEW FROM O:JA&L’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS 
 

 

POLISH POETS IN BEDS WITH GIRLS 
And Other True Stories 

A Novella of the Interwar Years 1919-1939 
 

ERIK HARPER KLASS 
 

 

Polish Poets in Beds with Girls exhibits a fascinating and artful mix of history, 
fiction, nonfiction, poetry, footnotes, the semifictional (and autofictional) lives 
of Erik Harper Klass and his lover Rachel, and snippets about the actual lives 
of eight renowned Polish poets and their lovers. The force that holds this 
mighty mix together is the work of poet Vladimir Mayakovsky. Klass’s book 
will awaken readers to the strangeness of literature and history, and to the 
strangeness of life and love.  
  

PAMELYN CASTO 
Author of Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker (A Portable Workshop). 
  
  

Klass offers a dense, thoroughly researched story laden with symbolism, which 
seems, above all, to be saying this: art exists. This work is. Art stands (sometimes 
literally) above what changes and what doesn’t, outlives giants, and imbues 
repetitive, sometimes hopeless lives with color. For anybody who finds that 
meaning important, Polish Poets is a work worth taking in. . . . [It is] a multi-
layered, provocative, and well-told story about art for art’s sake, language for 
language’s sake, and meaning-making itself. 
  

RACHEL CUSTER 
NEA Fellow (2019) and the author of Flatback Sally Country 

 

We listen with sympathy and fascination to this series of intimate colloquies that Klass has created in his captivating narrative on 
several notable Polish poets of the interwar years (1919–1938). Feelings matter here—the relationships between the lovers. The 
expansive descriptions of tiny things matter here. The internal monologues of the individual poets matter here—their musings on 
the condition of the world around them. But it is the blending of all these things in Klass’s precise proportions that matters most. 
His many thoughtfully nuanced ingredients in this literary recipe are the result of exhaustive research, and his efforts provide his 
readers with the ultimate experience of the vibrant Polish poetic community of the first half of the twentieth century. 

VERA FALENKO 
2017 graduate of the Moscow Aviation Institute and contributing editor and translator at Open: Journal of Arts & Letters 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Polish-Poets-Girls-Other-Stories-ebook/dp/B0CKSSLK1W/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1704655528&sr=8-1
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BUTTONHOOK PRESS TITLES ON AMAZON 
 

 

 
 

 
Pamelyn Casto 
Flash Fiction:  
Alive in the Flicker A Portable Workshop 
 
Click on the title to visit the O:JA&L Amazon page. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
James Weitz 
The Pandemic Letters:  
Interviews with Travelers  
Trapped Abroad During COVID 

 
 

Click on the title to visit the O:JA&L Amazon page. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For complete information on the art of NATALIE CHRISTENSEN, visit her website at 

https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240
https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+pandemic+letters&i=stripbooks&crid=3VNIDWGO9HB&sprefix=the+pandemic+letter%2Cstripbooks%2C1099&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+pandemic+letters&i=stripbooks&crid=3VNIDWGO9HB&sprefix=the+pandemic+letter%2Cstripbooks%2C1099&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+pandemic+letters&i=stripbooks&crid=3VNIDWGO9HB&sprefix=the+pandemic+letter%2Cstripbooks%2C1099&ref=nb_sb_noss
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THE O:JA&L ARTIST PORTFOLIO SERIES 
 

$10 (USA)                     $13.50 (CANADA) 
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