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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

head of a catalan peasant 
 
 
THE PEASANT’S EYES are planets lit by a sun  
that blazes out of frame to the right. 
His hair is a red wave and clouds in flight 
or maybe they are nebula that have begun 
to form a new star. His beard is of flames 
shooting downward, and he stares directly 
at us, challenging us with what might be 
seeing through us, what might be genius. 
And this is, perhaps, the healthy regard 
Miro had for his neighbors, seeing  
them the way we should see everyone, 
seeing how each person in his life had worlds 
forming a vast interior life, knowing 
that this beauty is what it means to be human. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

bird's flight in moonlight 
 
 
WHAT STAYS WITH YOU is the silence mostly. 
Outside and you happen to be looking at 
a plane or Venus and then an owl, quiet 
and glowing white, glides across your sky. 
Miro captures not the glow but the glide, 
and although it might happen all the time, 
it feels magic, and how it’s there then gone 
disappeared as the bird finds a place to hide. 
Open your eyes, and this is what the world 
is beyond the newspaper, this is how 
perhaps Miro lived beyond Franco’s terror. 
All men like Franco want us all curled 
fetal in front of the T.V., cowed, 
but Miro gives us a life beyond their horror. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

bleu ii 
 
 
BY THE TIME Miro was in his 60s, 
he’d learned enough about this world to travel 
beyond representation. Meaning unravels 
in a universe that operates randomly, 
ambivalent to pain, ambivalent 
to need so he showed us how to see 
inside the color blue, how if we quietly 
watched, we’d move to a space that was silent. 
He teaches us that there is something beyond 
thought, something necessary inside us 
that we forget, that can be found in blue 
moments, blue skies, the blue ripples in a pond, 
found if we take the care to clear out the mess 
in our heads, stare, and listen for what’s true. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

characters and birds party for the night that is approaching 
 
 
BLESSED ARE MIRO’S BIRDS, for their flight across 
the night sky shows us what is possible. 
Blessed is Miro’s star as it twinkles 
above leading stray magi home who were lost. 
Blessed be his dancing men, who are laughing 
at themselves and the ridiculous fate of us all. 
Blessed be these characters who in their small 
party fight against the future that is coming. 
For Miro knew better than most the evil 
that stalks all of us, that would destroy lives, end 
nations, make hope seem naive, but still 
his characters dance because they have a will 
to joy because hope is unsophisticated, 
and despair, the favorite game of fools. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

constellations in love 
 
 
THE CONSTELLATIONS we were given were  
at war with each other, with nature 
or with themselves, Greeks in their labors, 
hunting for food or hope, running from fear. 
These were the stories those long dead sailors 
used to discover where they were and how 
to get to the next place, leaning over the bow 
of a boat guided by all that ancient horror. 
And here Miro changes how we see the sky. 
You cock your head, and Ursa Minor isn’t 
Arcas turned into a bear to fool Hera. Our 
guiding North Star is now a part of Sally,  
single mother of two girls. She hasn’t 
stopped loving. She scatters stars around her. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

dog barking at the moon 
 
 
MIRO’S DOG IS BARKING, but when dogs yowl 
into the sky, they might as well be singing, 
because they fill the world with the longing 
cries that they are here and want to be loved. 
And isn’t that what singing is for? 
It’s the same as Miro’s ladder into space, 
and whoever set it there hoping to place 
a foot upon the moon that mutt adores. 
Miro paints hope so accurately. He  
captures the way desires are so often  
rooted in naivete, the way dreams 
might be laughable, could even be silly, 
but also that losing those dreams is when 
we descend into a nonlife, pointless and mean. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

fascinating personage 
 
 
MIRO’S PERSONAGE does not blink. He does not  
look away or miss the larger meaning 
of your actions, what you are doing 
with your long guns and tanks. You are caught 
in his eye, and your only choice is what 
you want the watcher to see, to decide 
if you acted so badly you want to hide 
from the eye, no forgiveness, just disgust. 
We are all in fact witnesses to horror, 
and the watcher is not gone just because Miro 
has died. To him, evil is never banal. 
It is shocks what is sacred with the terror 
of your smugness. We see you smirk while you show 
the watcher you are pathetic, ignoble. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

harlequin's carnival 
 
 
MIRO’S HARLEQUIN’S CARNIVAL is not  
my kind of party, but then I never  
lived through the Great War. Miro had suffered 
with the rest of Europe, and it must 
have seemed like the end of drudgery, 
the end of pointless death and famine, 
the end of newspapers that were reporting 
the death of friends in other countries. 
Or maybe he knew it was only a pause. 
Maybe the color and hooting glee 
suggested by Miro’s figures were just right 
for that moment, what he needed because 
war, he knew, was hovering always 
near, and he might as well lose himself tonight. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

dutch interior 
 
 
FORGET THE GREAT WAR that crashed through Europe 
ten years earlier. Forget Hitler’s war coming. 
Forget the world-wide depression sweeping 
its way through cities and towns that will stop 
up whole economies. Forget brutality. 
God let us just forget all that for an instant 
and let our fears and hatreds become silent; 
this moment, let us forget our enmity. 
For the inside of this home can be  
the paradise of domestic tranquility 
most of us search for. A dog and a cat 
sit watching us from the floor blissfully 
as we sing with our friend much too loudly, 
knowing songs loose us from the cares of this earth. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

message from a friend 
 
 
THE WHALES HAVE MESSAGES, maybe for us, 
maybe not. Maybe, probably they are  
singing just to each other, but under this star, 
Miro’s whale calls for us to rejoice 
and float into the air with him to find 
the dreamworld. Maybe the whales do sing to us 
too, messages desperate to convince 
us to act a little more like their kind. 
Miro’s do anyway. Miro’s tell us 
about a world away from all this war  
because they’re not going to stop the violence 
They feed on it. They take it in their mouths 
swish it around like wine, pleasure in fear, 
revel in their enemies’ final silence. 
 
Also, Miro references a message  
from Calder the title friend, who had much the same 
theme going in his work, who reframed 
the wind so we could see its passage 
in his mobiles, and so we see the form 
of the formless, so we can listen 
to the breeze and whatever wisdom 
or truth can be discovered inside storms. 
Calder and Miro met between the wars 
and found a place of peace in the little space 
that existed between them where they could 
listen to wind and whale sing against terror. 
There they could show us what a waste 
tyrants voices are against those speaking for good 
 
Miro’s whale dances in the wind 
floating above the sea 
while Calder’s air does its own spin. 
Miro’s whale waits for the green 
night so no one will judge how free 
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his whale-dances are in the wind 
while Calder’s dance day and evening, 
but they both show us how we 
could also have a cetacean spin. 
We mostly stand in the museum, hand on chin, 
but this is knowledge beyond thought really. 
This is whale-dances in the wind. 
This is truth. This is what we find 
if we stop rumination and just be. 
While Calder’s air spins, 
this tyrants think they can win 
but what they cannot see 
is Miro’s whale dancing in the wind 
while Calder’s air does its spin. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

the beautiful bird revealing the unknown to a pair of lovers 
 
 
BIRDS SPEAK TRUTH like the wild geese who call  
back and forth to each other that they are  
here, that they will not get away so far 
they cannot find their way back. Crows tell 
their truths too, and in the mornings I can  
hear them shouting something across the corn field 
down the road from my place. At dawn, I see 
them telling each other nature’s sacred plan. 
And Miro tells us that goose and crow have  
something to reveal to lovers. People 
need to be led to themselves. We’re all trying 
something dangerous when we decide to love. 
We’re presenting ourselves as we are 
to a world that is often unforgiving. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

the lark's wing, encircled with golden blue, rejoins the heart of 
the poppy sleeping on a diamond-studded meadow 
 
 
THIS DISTANCE BETWEEN you and me between  
Miro (now passed on) and us (walking about) 
is illusion. What Miro figured out 
is that all of these many and unseen 
connections between us flame joy when we 
understand the world as it is, a system 
of interconnection, a place where wisdom 
comes through our connection to lark and poppy.  
And Miro suggests that opposite state  
of being here as well with that black line 
slashing through the middle. There are those 
who choose to wallow in a desire to hate, 
whose cynical joy is to create and define 
difference, who never want that distance to close. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

the sun 
 
 
THE SUN, OF COURSE, is not a constant. 
It just lasts a little longer than we do, 
but it warms Miro’s figures who  
splash about in this new bright Spain. 
This is 1949, and they have made  
it through to the other side of yet  
another war, and I hope have not thought 
of little tyrants excited to invade. 
But Miro’s sun, even after his canvas 
crumbles, even after Spain goes away, 
even after the sun novas or collapses, 
will still hang in his canvas sky, massive, 
red, and warm. Even when little men play 
their death cult games, his sun will persist. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

world trade center tapestry 
 
 
THIS MORNING, I find myself thinking  
about Miro and how the tapestry 
burned on that day. I think about how we 
watched it on the news, the towers coming 
down again and again. This morning,  
I’m thinking about all that art Nazis 
stole and destroyed or lost. I think about how they 
taught it in school. I think about it burning. 
This morning, I’m thinking about this poem, 
which will be lost during a tragic moment, 
and if I’m lucky someone will mourn it  
and me. If I’m lucky, it will be forgotten, 
except for someone who will say it meant 
something to him. He’ll wish it wasn’t lost. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

a dew drop falling from a bird’s wing wakes rosalie, who has 
been asleep in the shadow of a spider’s web 
 
 
MIRO IN THE LATE 30S isolated  
himself from the terror outside while 
his work slipped into a fantastical style. 
The titles alone must have insulated 
him from reality, a way to slip into a world 
which made more sense. A way to find what 
actually mattered, a way to tell us that 
dreams can show us what we all need. 
And Rosalie, she wakes from that dew drop 
to nap amnesia, free from preconception 
or judgment. She sees the earth as it truly is, 
open to possibility. The farmer’s crops 
spread out in a field below her, the farmer’s son 
daydreaming nearby laughs, then softly smiles. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

catalan landscape (the hunter) 
 
 
MIRO’S HUNTER can walk his landscape  
with enough serenity to smoke his pipe 
because his world is abundant with life: 
birds, snakes, deer, and fish sufficient to take 
and feed whoever is waiting at home. 
So this chore is a pleasure too. He’ll bring  
back dinner, but now he can take time to think 
the long thoughts he has when his mind can roam. 
Miro’s hunter has figured it out, of course, 
not to live a simple life. No one does. 
He understands what is real and what is not. 
Food is real. The deer he stalks, his horse, 
his wife, his kids, the way the sky changes 
color, how right now at dawn it turns butterscotch. 

  



JOHN BRANTINGHAM 

 

BUTTONHOOK PRESS 

24 

 
JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

fireworks 
 
 
MIRO PAINTED HIS FIREWORKS BLACK, they being 
memories of bombs, being memories 
of towns burning, torn flesh, whole families 
in Spain ended by Franco, a society sinking 
into the worst chaos of the century.  
He fled Adolf, ended up with Franco. 
That must have seemed to him just how it goes 
in those days when no one in Europe was free. 
Miro must have taken the bombs with him  
wherever he went, as we all do,  
but he took the dream of his childhood land 
with him too. Yes, he splashed canvases with grim 
memories of death. But there were memories of new 
life painted with close care too, alive and green. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

hope of a condemned man 
 
 
THIS WAS 1974 and Miro,  
having outlived Nazis and fascists, 
now faced a world where the communists 
pushed against whatever we were. And Franco 
(let’s not forget that fucking monster) 
was still alive. At eighty, Joan might  
have felt like a condemned man, felt  
the world’s heartbeat getting fainter, softer. 
Except, I think the point of these paintings  
is hope. The point is that there is color 
also, that there is something to reach out to, 
that there is something larger than the meaning 
of our deaths; we’re all doomed, but there’s more.  
There’s that spot of yellow always breaking through. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

may 1968 
 
 
IT’S THE HANDPRINTS more than anything else, 
Miro painted fingers and palm and pressed them  
against the canvas again and again  
this most intimate signature of self, 
saying to the world that he stood with these 
students who fought a new brand of tyranny, 
that he would paint this perfect obituary 
for kids trying to make a new Paris. 
So many petty gods had risen up  
in his life, you’d think he would have been 
exhausted, but evil does not end. It shifts. 
Miro shifted with it so it didn’t scrub 
away the good his generation did when 
he might have shrank from Europe’s conflicts. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

person throwing a stone at a bird 
 
 
MIRO’S PERSON, (let’s call him a child),  
(let’s call him a boy), his eye stares 
with the horror of the moment after 
the rock has been thrown and that wild 
flash before it hits the turkey, and nothing 
will be as it was. It’s the boy’s shock 
that nature has given him the power to take 
life from the bird, to take it from anything. 
The bird who probably sees it coming,  
who probably knows how this will end, 
who probably understood the fate of all birds, 
waits without fear, without complaining. 
He waits for the unjust universe to extend 
its black finger, to touch him, mutter its word. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

portrait of vincent nubiola 
 
 
BEFORE HE STARTED PAINTING, Miro had  
a nervous breakdown, which seems rational 
given that this was Spain, and a quiet hell 
had cracked open in Europe, his world gone mad, 
and what could he do but watch and resist 
as Franco and Adolph got together  
to dream up cynical new ways to sneer 
at what could be if we would just coexist. 
And then Miro started to paint, which seems 
more than rational. More than sane. Portrait  
of Vincent Nubiola was an early piece. 
Miro catches him in a pipe-smoking daydream, 
his elbow resting on a table with fruit, 
a tulip, and wine. He’s at the kind of ease 
 
that Miro must have dreamed of. Fields stretch 
out beyond him, fields where he will no doubt 
return for the day’s work, worrying about 
things that matter while Miro will sketch 
and paint and find a place where he can stand 
against what is coming. He will turn  
toward the surreal, even as Europe’s dictators 
call it degenerate, and it is banned. 
I imagine the two of them, Miro  
still young, but wise enough to be alarmed 
at what is building. Nubiola is 
a professor of agriculture who knows 
Miro’s genius, a man with training and wisdom. 
They sit and talk of the coming hostilities. 
 
“It feels like the end of everything that’s right,” 
my imagined Joan says. Vincent replies, 
“Every generation feels this. It’s an endless fight.” 
And Joan can foresee an endless night 
of terror. He thinks of all who will die 
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and to him it is the end of everything that’s right. 
And Vincent remembers stories of knights 
in his childhood and King Alfonso’s lies, 
and he knows this is an endless fight. 
Old men get a sexual thrill at the sight 
of young men dying. They get off on cries 
of anguish, and maybe it’s the end of right, 
but he tells Joan they’ll keep moving despite 
the horror of old men’s pornography. 
This, Vincent tells Joan, must remain an endless fight 
because these old men live for this kind of blight, 
but this world was made for Miro’s kind of beauty. 
We must keep going to keep everything right. 
That is the beauty of our endless fight. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

the farm 
 
 
WHATEVER GROUNDING THERE IS to be drawn  
from living on the same lands that feed us, 
whatever value our hometown grants 
us while we are on our journey upon 
this earth, seeking out the truth fate gives 
us all, whatever the memory of childhood, 
whatever meaning tilled earth that resides 
inside of us has to give us, it is here, alive. 
Say what you want about Hemingway, 
but he felt something in The Farm when he saw 
it. Perhaps it drew him into a pensive mood. 
After he bought it, perhaps he spent days 
floating inside it, letting that tree’s curve draw 
him to the landscape inside him too. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

the vegetable garden with donkey 
 
 
OF COURSE, it’s the small things, isn’t it? 
A donkey pulling up a clump of grass 
by the garden, and the hypnosis 
you get watching the wind in trees. Forget 
Paris, Miro; this right here is truth. 
I dream of it sometimes too, but we 
both know what a trap, what work it can be  
to chase down all those things that don’t matter. 
It matters to find something that’s real, 
to get away from grinding competitions 
for reputation, to work on the art, 
not the name. It matters that you can feel 
the earth under your feet, and smell the sun 
warm the soil. This Miro, is where you can start. 
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JOAN MIRÓ’S 
  

wall of the sun 
 
 
THE HIGHEST WISDOM is hope, even when 
it seems wrong. The Greeks told us to doubt 
and fear, but after a life of war you pulled out  
that hope for us. Miro, your colored tiles, damn 
if they don’t get me where I live. I wish 
I could see through your hope, live inside 
your hope, understand your hope, stride 
this world with your hope as my only aegis. 
Because so much of life is spent fighting 
off the cyclops, irony suffusing his eye, 
a smirk on his lips, and it doesn’t look 
like we have a chance. Miro, he’s looming 
over me every single day, telling me I’ll die; 
he’ll throw me in a pot to watch me cook. 
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https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2020-chapbook-seriesissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousethe-imp-of-the-perverseedgar-allan-poes-misplaced-youth/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesthe-first-annual-ojal-prize-for-flash-discourseselected-and-with-an-introduction-byassociate-editor-pamelyn-casto/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-cresserhere-comes-herodotus-again/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetrybrad-rosefunny-you-should-ask/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionmark-blickleyhunger-pains/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesbruce-robinsoncomedy-hour/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikujianqing-zhengdelta-notes/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuadjei-agyei-baahscaring-crow/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibuntaofeek-ayeyemidust-and-rustwith-a-foreword-by-rich-youmans/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesirish-english-haikugabriel-rosenstocka-sweater-for-the-tayfela-celebration-of-the-art-of-issachar-ber-ryback/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-scheerzen-and-the-art-of-house-paintingnew-and-selected-work/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2022-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesirish-english-haikugabriel-rosenstockthe-selborne-haibun/
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2023 
 

School Songs 
Haiku & Senryu by Hassane Zemmouri 

 

Being Ruth Aswawa 
Poetry by Anne Whitehouse 

 

Soldier, Sailor: Edgar Allen Poe and His Brother Henry 
Academic Nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse 

 

Tales of the Kite 
Haiku by Adjei Agyei-Baah 

 

How the Mayfly Got Its Megaphone 
Prose poetry by Hekkei Huotari 

 

Jackhammer Poems 
Poetry by Ben Jacques 

 

Six Coffees with a Madman 
Experimental Fiction by Blossom Hibbert 

 

Drops of Water 
Haiku by Yuko Otomo 

Irish translation by Gabriel Rosenstock 
Scots translation by John McDonald 

 

Just Looking 
Haiku Sequences on the Mississippi Delta region by Jianquing Zheng 

Qualm (Before a Storm) 
Poetry by Bruce Robinson 

 

Eye of the Fish 
Haiga (or EKPHRASTIC HAIKU) with photography by Debiprasad Mukherjee  

and with Haiku in English and Irish by Gabriel Rosenstock 
 

Experimental Storytelling: A Timeline of Complementary Realities 
Experimental Discourse by Jim Meirose with an essay  

and with an interview by O:JA&L Associate Editor Warwick Newnham 
 

2024 
 

TATTOO: A Collaboration 
Haiga by Hassane Zemmouri (Haiku) and Magali Bretou (Photography) 

 

SEEDS OF STARS 
Flash Fiction by Richard Stimac 

 

Topology 
Poetry by Richard Stimac 

 

Wolf 
Poetry by Bruce McCrae 

 

https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaiku-senryuhassane-zemmourischool-songs/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesanne-whitehousebeing-ruth-asawa/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriesprose-discourse-nonfictionacademic-writingissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousesoldier-sailor-edgar-allan-poe-and-his-brother-henry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuadjei-agyei-baahtales-of-the-kite/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetryheikki-huotarihow-the-mayfly-got-its-megaphone/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesben-jacquesjackhammer-poems/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriesexperimental-discourse-fictionblossom-hibbertsix-coffees-with-a-madman/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaikuyuko-otomodrops-of-waterirish-trans-by-gabriel-rosenstockscots-trans-by-john-mcdonald/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2023-chapbook-seriesamericanapoetry-all-forms-styleshaiku-sequencesjianqing-zhengjust-lookinghaiku-sequences-about-the-mississippi-delta/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2023-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesbruce-robinsonqualm-before-a-storm/
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Rosenstock.Mukherjee.Eye-of-the-Fish.pamphlet-2.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2023-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfolioexperimental-discourse-xp-fictionjim-meiroseexperimental-storytellingthe-timeline-of-complementary-realities/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesmixed-forms-haigahassane-zemmouri-haikumagali-bretou-photographytattoo/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfolioflash-fictionrichard-stimacseeds-of-stars/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliopoetryrichard-stimactopology/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliopoetrybruce-mccraewolf/
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Pareidolia 
Haibun by Paresh Tiwari 

 

There Is a Season 
Haibun & Short Poems by Steve Gerson 

 

Everyday Life 
Haiku by Hassane Zemmouri 

 

Full Bright Autumn 
Haibun & short-form Japanese poetry in English by Erin Castaldi 

 

Overland Geometry 
Haibun and tanka prose hybrids by Jacob Kobina Ayiah Mensah 

 

Cosmic Crasher 
Poetry by Sean G. Meggeson 

 

Optimal or Not 
Prose Poetry by Heikki Huotari 

 

Letting the Light Work 
Poetry by Larry D. Thomas 

 

Dawns On Me: A Country 
(Americana) Poetry by Lynn Potts 

 

2025 
 

One More Thing Without You 
Haibun and Tanka Prose by Joshua Michael Stewart 

 

little prose 
Prose poetry and flash fiction by David Person 

 

AS IF THIS LIGHT 
Experimental fiction by John Repp 

Antiphony/Anti-Phoney 
Oulipo Poetry by Ben Egerton 

My Life Is a Film I Haven’t Yet Watched 
Flash Discourse by Colin Dardis 

 

BUTTONHOOK PRESS SERIALS 
 
 

Part 3: The Imp of the Perverse: Edgar Allan Poe’s Misplaces Youth 

Issues of Aesthetics and Meaning: Academic nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse (2021) 
 

Part 4: Soldier, Sailor: Edgar Allen Poe and His Brother Henry 

Issues of Aesthetics and Meaning: Academic nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse (2023) 
 

Part 5: Edgar Allen Poe: A Gentleman's Education 

Issues of Aesthetics and Meaning: Academic nonfiction by Anne Whitehouse (2025) 

https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibunparesh-tiwaripareidolia/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibunsteve-gersonthere-is-a-season/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-styleshaiku-senryu-and-small-poemshassane-zemmourieveryday-life/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesmixed-formshaibun-short-poemserin-castaldifull-bright-autumn/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2024-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibun-tanka-prose-hybridsjacob-kobina-ayiah-mensahoverland-geometry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesan-ojal-writers-portfoliosean-g-meggesoncosmic-crasher/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetryheikki-huotarioptimal-or-not/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesan-ojal-writers-portfoliolarry-d-thomasletting-the-light-work/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2024-chapbook-seriesamericanapoetry-all-forms-stylesan-ojal-writers-portfoliolynne-pottsdawns-on-me-a-country/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesmixed-forms-haibun-and-tanka-prosejoshua-michael-stewartone-more-thing-without-you/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesprose-poetry-flash-fictiona-writers-portfoliodavid-personlittle-prose/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfolioexperimental-discourse-xp-fictionjohn-reppas-if-this-light/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesoulipo-poetryben-egertonantiphony-anti-phoney/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfolioflash-discourse-nonfictioncolin-dardismy-life-is-a-filmi-havent-yet-watched/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2020-chapbook-seriesissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousethe-imp-of-the-perverseedgar-allan-poes-misplaced-youth/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2023-chapbook-seriesprose-discourse-nonfictionacademic-writingissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehousesoldier-sailor-edgar-allan-poe-and-his-brother-henry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2025-chapbook-seriesprose-discourse-nonfictionacademic-writingissues-of-aesthetic-meaninganne-whitehouseedgar-allan-poe-a-gentlemans-education/
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O:JA&L’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS MASTERS SERIES 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Brian Clements on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Mark Budman on Flash Discourse 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Ray Gonzalez on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Michael Martone on Flash Fiction 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 

The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Roberta Allen on Flash Fiction 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Master Series: Peter Conners on Flash Fiction 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Maxine Chernoff on Prose Poetry 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Pedro Ponce on Flash Fiction 

With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 

The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Tom Hazuka on Flash Fiction 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

 
The Buttonhook Press Masters Series: Kent Dixon on Flash Fiction & 

Nonfiction 
With an Interview by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 

MORE TITLES IN PRESS 
 

 

https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesbrian-clementsseductive-and-subversive-prose-poetry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesmark-budmanread-deeper-have-more-fun/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesray-gonzalezthe-book-of-whispers/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fictionfeatured-writer-michael-martonethe-tiny-book-of-forts/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fictionfeatured-writer-roberta-allenfirst-it-happens-then-i-make-it-up/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fictionfeatured-writer-peter-connersplenty-how-to-write-very-short-fiction/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-ojal-masters-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesprose-poetrymaxine-chernoffdiary/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-2025-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fiction-a-writers-portfoliofeatured-writer-pedro-poncea-map-of-the-underground/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-2025-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fiction-a-writers-portfoliofeatured-writer-tom-hazukamixture/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-2026-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fiction-a-writers-portfoliofeatured-writer-kent-dixonflash-as-flash-can/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-pressthe-2026-ojal-masters-seriesflash-fiction-a-writers-portfoliofeatured-writer-kent-dixonflash-as-flash-can/
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2023 
 

THE DEPLORABLE 
A novella by Mick McGrath 

Installment 1 
Installment 2 
Installment 3 
Installment 4 

 

2025 
 

People with Whom I Am Quite Pissed 
Fiction by Mick McGrath 

 

HAVE NOT 
Haibun & short works by Steve Gerson 

 

Nuance Singularity Triptych: Appendix III 
Experimental fiction by Lukas Wood 

The Outrun: Poems 
Julie Anne Cullinane 

The Apology 
Fiction by Samantha Isasi 

Leather & Dust 
Poetry by Cory D. Cart 

 
MORE TITLES IN PRESS 

 
 
  

https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-1/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-2/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-3/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press2023-serialsmick-mcgraththe-deplorableinstallment-4/
https://ojalart.com/ojals-free-presses-chapbook-serieshot-button-press-contemporary-controversiesfictionmick-mcgrathpeople-with-whom-i-am-quite-pissed/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-2025-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfoliomixed-forms-haibun-short-workssteve-gersonhave-not/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-2025-chapbook-seriesan-ojal-writers-portfolioexperimental-discourse-xp-fictionlukas-woodnuance-singularityappendix-iii/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-contemporary-controversieschapbookseriespoetry-all-forms-stylesa-writers-portfoliojulie-alden-cullinanethe-outrun-poems/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-contemporary-controversieschapbookseriesfictionsamantha-isasithe-apology/
https://ojalart.com/hot-button-press-contemporary-controversieschapbookseriespoetry-all-forms-stylesamericanacory-d-cartdust-and-leather-a-queer-outpost-of-cowboy-poetry/
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O:JA&L’S HIGH BUTTON PRESS ART CHAPBOOKS 
 

RITES OF CALIBRATION: Images & Excerpts 
Fine Art Photography by Rex Wilder 

 
NEW MEXICO Deconstructed 

Fine Art Photography by Natalie Christensen 
 

IMPERFECT VESSEL 
Painting and drawing by Anne-Marie Brown 

 
BY LAND AND BY SEA: Awakening the Sensual 

Sculpture and Installation by Mark Yale Harris 
 

LAYERED LIGHT 
Painting  and drawing by Bette Ridgeway 

 
ESSENCE & ATMOSPHERE 

Painting and drawing by Kathleen Frank 
 

TANGENT & INTERPLAY 
Painting and drawing by Catherine Eaton Skinner 

 
Implications of Energy 

Artist portfolio of Dr. Ernest Williams III 
 

MORE TITLES IN PRESS 

  

https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightsfine-art-photographyrex-wilderrites-of-calibration-images-and-excerpts/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightsfine-art-photographynatalie-christensennew-mexico-deconstructed/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightspainting-drawingann-marie-brownimperfect-vessel/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightssculpture-installationmark-yale-harrisby-land-by-sea-awakening-the-sensual/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightspainting-drawingbette-ridgewaylayered-light/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightspainting-drawingkathleen-frankessence-atmosphere/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2024-ojal-featured-artist-masters-seriesportfolio-spotlightscatherine-eaton-skinnertangent-interplay/
https://ojalart.com/high-button-press-contemporary-artthe-2025-ojal-featured-artist-seriesportfolio-spotlightspainting-drawingernest-williamson-iiiimplications-of-energy/
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AVAILABLE NOW FROM O:JA&L’S BUTTONHOOK PRESS 
 

 

FLASH FICTION: Alive in the Flicker 
A Portable Workshop 

 

PAMELYN CASTO 
 

“Pamelyn Casto’s Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker is insightful, comprehensive, 
and brimming with inventive prompts and exercises to make your flash truly 
leap off the page.” 
 

~ Dinty W. Moore  
co-editor of the Best of Brevity: Twenty Groundbreaking Years of Flash Nonfiction 
 
“Pamelyn Casto has been the most useful person in flash for years. This 
“portable workshop” proves it. Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker is an amazing 
flash compendium of everything for anyone who is interested the form. It’s 
also a writers’ workshop from prompts to where to send flashes. What’s not to 
like?” 
 

~ Robert Shapard 
co-editor of many Flash and Sudden Fiction anthologies, the latest are Sudden 
Fiction Latina: Short Stories from the United States and Latin America (2010) and Flash 
Fiction International: Very Short Stories from Around the World (2015) 
 
“Pamelyn Casto’s valuable book Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker is an astonishing 
illumination—a total history of the form with essays, strategies and exercises; 
lessons, examples, how-to’s, markets, marketing, contests, anthologies, 
prompts, advice from pros, new directions (flash film!), reader psychology 
even—it is all here, with hundreds of internet links. There will never be a fuller 
single resource, with a good teacher’s encouraging tone about it, to boot. You 
can say flash fiction begins with Aesop; with Casto you can begin anew.   
  

~Kent H. Dixon  
translator of The Epic of Gilgamesh (2018) and co-editor of Stone Wall Book of Short 
Fictions (1976)  
 
“Pamelyn Casto is a deep font of flash knowledge, and this portable workshop 
is a thorough, indispensable resource for writers and instructors who want to 
know more about what this thing called "flash" is, how to write it, and more 
important, how to read and understand it.” 
 

~ Tara Lynn Masih  
editor of The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Writing Flash Fiction (2009) and 
founder of The Best Small Fictions (founded 2015) 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/dp/1737774240/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
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Buttonhook Press titles on Amazon 

available now 
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AMAZON REVIEWS 
for Pamelyn Castos’s FLASH FICTION: Alive in the Flicker 

 
Daniel J. Nicholas 
Reviewed in the United States on August 26, 2024 
Verified Purchase 

 

If I were to teach a class, this book would be required reading or a course outline 
for discussion. Bravo, Pamelyn! In addition, I look forward to your monthly blog 
to start up again. 

 

David Lignell 

Reviewed in the United States on November 23, 2022 
Verified Purchase 

 

Pamela Casto's new text, Flash Fiction: Alive in the Flicker, is a must have "portable 
workshop" workbook for anyone who desires to learn and practice the many forms 
of flash fiction. 
 

W.R. Rodriguez 
Reviewed in the United States on October 5, 2022 
Verified Purchase 

 

An authoritative overview of the genre, combined with practical advice on the 
writing process and an abundance of writing prompts. 

 
Norman Jensen 
Reviewed in the United States on April 2, 2024 

 

Reading is great but hands-on prompts are even better. 
 

 
Supporting artists and writers worldwide 

 
 

 

O:JA&L CHAPBOOK Series 
 

$17 (USA)                     $21 (Canada) 

https://www.amazon.com/Flash-Fiction-Flicker-Pamelyn-Casto/product-reviews/1737774240/ref=cm_cr_dp_d_show_all_btm?ie=UTF8&reviewerType=all_reviews
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