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Mogollon Rim 

 
Light falls at an angle  
along the forested path 
like knives sliding into a knife block 
 
and my father’s swollen knuckles  
threaded between my small fingers 
 
puts an ache in my hand.  
I spent a sleepless winter  
watching the moon outside my window  
 
grow fat and thin 
while my father lamented his dead son. 
Now I am, you might say, afraid of him, 
 
as we set out like Isaac and Abraham, 
our faces red with cold. 
 
And when we arrive where the pine grove 
splinters into a clearing 
a quiet descends  
 
attending a mule deer giving birth, 
her wide eyes fixed inward,  
her burnish undulating 
 
over the motion of an unborn fawn. 
I want to rush  
 
toward this swollen moment. 
A sprint coils in my haunches, 
 
my tongue drops 
from the soft palate of my mouth. 
But my father  
 
is already pulling me back 
into the tree line, whispering hush. 



Allisa Cherry 

 4 

 

Here I Take   
 
the road’s black quiet selvedge. 
The yellow cheatgrass  
grown right to its shoulder. 
 
How it bends softly toward center.  
How it pulls me to the internal line.  
I drive fast.  
 
Cedar brush blurs into unbroken hedgerows 
I cannot see beyond. 
 
I second guess myself. I forget, 
then remember the cliff you went over.  
 
It was early in September, still hot,  
still filled with the sting of deer flies. 
 
And you in your concert t-shirt 
and your mismatched socks  
were not dressed for death.  
You were dressed as though  
 
you were ready to enter 
the beginning of everything. 
 
You were not dressed  
for the brutal work  
of razing our father’s house,  
though you took to the task.  
 
You salted his gardens  
and tore out his paths.  
Now isn’t our God  
 
a belligerent god. He never enters  
when called upon.  
He creates exits in unholy places, 
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the shoulder of a little-used highway,  
a hospital shower, the parking lot of a bar.  
 
Here he took my surfeit of sunshine.  
 
The steep incline lined with velvet scrub 
seems almost kind.  
 
It should have passed you gently  
hand over hand and set you down softly,  
 
never to rouse from your drunken slumber,  
 
never to wonder at the crack in the bend 
where forever two things might happen.  
Like a rough-legged hawk,  
 
you rise up and dive over. 
Or you wake up just in time and lean,  
like cheatgrass does,  
back toward the centerline. 
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Fatherland 
 
The dry grasses left 
by the herefords 
rattle like bone slivers 
in your red clay soil. 
Cottonwood pods 
cluster at the fence post. 
A crow eyes the coke bottle  
between my knees.  
I do not love you, 
Arizona, and I said  
I would never come home. 
Now hours from the border 
my sister’s eyes  
are two basins of water. 
It is only a mirage  
that I ripple toward her  
like a highway  
at its vanishing point. 
Where a ship might  
emerge from a seam  
between this life and the other. 
A ship captained  
by our dead father,  
conveying his kin, all made 
of silver compounds,  
overexposed and shimmering,  
inexplicable, on your skyline. 
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Exegesis 
 
It is because of my brother, 
who will never be twenty, 
I comb the land around Lyman Lake  
seeking in its rough folds  
that fracture where he gave this life 
the slip. As if it might be marked 
by a Utah juniper, its trunk  
slowly twisting in a high desert wind,  
its dusty blue berries 
a door code I will punch  
and finally enter a room  
where it is always the moment  
before his head splits upon stone.  
Where the stars keep spinning  
toward daybreak and the pickup 
still teeters at the end of its long roll. 
But it is hidden from me  
 
by a nimbus of sage,  
by threadleaf groundsel  
popping off its yellow sass,  
and snakeweed hiding the sinister truth 
that he was not made to outlast me. 
Someday soon, the lupine will rise 
like blue spears from the dust. 
The globemallow will bloom  
to be devoured by ants. 
And I will see his death  
happened everywhere at once, 
so the earth raised a thousand descansos 
that said here and here and here.  
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Moses, When Sleep Descends 
 
It is a thousand crepe-winged  
sycamore seeds. I dream of you, 
if by dream I mean no longer 
hem in thought’s tattered fabric 
where you trail, loose thread,  
worrying the back of my leg.  
If by you I mean your absence. 
Everywhere I look, you are 
not. Every door to sleep opens  
into rooms where you do not bide. 
And your absence is not the rough  
brush of winter bedding  
against collarbone and throat,  
nor the thoughtless press of pubic bone 
to mattress ticking. Your absence 
is a thorough lonesomeness. I crave 
to be Borremose Woman, pressed and saved 
below a thousand pounds of heather and sedge. 
My ears stoppered, mouth stilled, eyes 
darkened to the threshold of you 
departing. To be both light and flightless 
is to be forever  
suspended in a stillness  
of which you are not part. 
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the Buttonhook Press Broadside Series: 

 

2020 

Later Forms/Scars on the Land: A Collaboration 
A poem and photograph by Laurinda Lind & Thelma Pott 
  
The Last of the Gallants 
A poem by Atar Hadari 
 
Ox-eye Daisies 
A poem by Evgenia Jen Baranova 
 

2021 

Cycling Around Lake Davis 
A poemby Laura Ohlman 
   
X-Ray/Chiaroscuro: A Collaboration  
A poem by Marjorie Maddox & a photograph by Karen Elias 
 
Buffalo 
A poem by Ruhi Jiwani 

 

the Buttonhook Press Pamphlet Series: 

 

2020 

Safe Spaces: A Pretty Lie 
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer 
 
Against Art as a Radical Subjectivity 
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer 
 
Songs on the Way to God: A Theory of Poetics 
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer 
 
The Artistic Power of Silence: On Letting Art Speak for Itself 
Editorials on Issues of Poetic Practice by Rachel Custer 
 
Special Edition: Experimental Discourse 
…are serious offenses, and… 
A closet drama in two acts by Anthony Hamilton  
 

https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/lind.Potts_.Broadside.8.5-x-11-inch-21.59-x-27.94-cm.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Hadari.final_.2020-Broadside-Series.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Baranova.2020-Broadside-Series.doc.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Ohlmann.2021-Broadside-Series.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/maddox-broadside.version-2.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-broadside-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesruhi-jiwanibuffalo/
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Custer-pamphlet.safespaces.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/2020-pamphlet.Custer.interview-5-x-8.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Custer-pamphlet.songs_.Final_.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Custer-pamphlet.Silence.Final_.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/hamilton.3.XP_.pamphlet.chapbook.-5-x-8.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/hamilton.3.XP_.pamphlet.chapbook.-5-x-8.pdf
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How to Love a Headstone 
Poetry by Sloane Asakura 
 
Revelation: Teplovo Estate 
A mixed-form poem by Jeff Streeby 
 
…are serious offenses, and… 
An experimental closet drama by Anthony Hamilton 
 
 

2021 

Salt 
Poetry by Amanda Leal (exclusive content for Patreon members) 
 
Home 
Poetry by Amanda Leal (exclusive content for Patreon members) 
 
POEM scrawled on a maize-sheaf for her (Last Offering) 
Poetry by Arturo Desimione 
 
Light in the Cathedral: Russian/English Poems 
Poetry by Andrey Gritsman 
 
Deer in Fog at Twilight Near Squalicum Lake Road 
‘Poetry by Richard Widerkehr 
 
Democracy Has Lifted Its Voice 
Poetry by Mike Puican 
 
The Works: 2YC Review 
Works by members of the Two-Year College Caucus at AWP 
 
Promises 
Poetry by Ellis Elliott 
 
Study of Burkas 
A poem by Dana Sonnenschein 
 
The Open Window 
Flash Discourse by O.G. Rose 
 

https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Asakura.pamphlet.chapbook.final_.-5-x-8.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2020-pamphlet-seriesjeff-streebyrevelation-teplovo-estate/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2020-pamphlet-seriesspecial-editionfeatured-seriesexperimental-discourse-xpdouble-flash-to-200-words-closet-drama2020-theme-tranche-de-vie-slice-of-lifea/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-serieswriters-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesarturo-desimonepoem-scrawled-on-a-maize-sheaf-for-her-last-offering/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesandrey-gritsmanlight-in-the-cathedralrussian-english-poems/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-pamphlet-series-writers-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesrichard-widerkehrdeer-in-fog-at-twilight-near-squalicum-lake-road/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-serieswriters-portfoliopoetry-all-forms-stylesmike-puicandemocracy-has-lifted-its-voice/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriespoetry-proseworks-by-membersof-the-two-year-college-caucus-at-awp2yc-review-the-works/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesellis-elliottpromises/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriespoetry-all-forms-stylesdana-sonnenscheinstudy-of-burkas/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press-2021-pamphlet-seriesflash-discourse-annual-call-for-themed-submissionssuper-flash-100-words2021-theme-vignette-the-open-windowo-g-rosethe-open-window/
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The Last of the Gallants 
Poetry by Atar Hadari 

 

the Buttonhook Press Chapbook Series: 

 

2020 

O:JA&L Pushcart Prize Nominees: 2018 

 
O:JA&L Pushcart Prize Nominees: 2019 
 
Something Else About Mary 
Flash Fiction by Kent Dixon 

 

Flash Fiction: A Primer  
A writer‘s resource by Associate Editor Pamelyn Casto 
 
Poetry: Three Essays on Craft 
by O:JA&L Featured Writers 
 
Ray-the Roo 
Experimental Discourse by Associate Editor WJP Newnham 
 
Horse: 4 Frames 
Poetry & haibun by Associate Editor Jeff Streeby 
 
Wile: Sketches from Nature 
Haibun by Jeff Streeby 

 

2021 

Just Willie Please: Eight Flash Fiction Tales  
A flash fiction sequence by Don Robishaw 
 
Where the Thin Winds Worry 
Flash Fiction by Carolyn Mikulencak 
 
The O:JA&L Prize for Flash Discourse 
The 10 best pieces by O:JA&L contributors 2017-2021 
 
Here Comes Herodotus. Again! 
Flash fiction by Wayne Cresser 

/Users/jeffreystreeby/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp4_English.zip/5%20x%208%20inch%20(12.7%20x%2020.32%20cm).doc
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/2018.Pushcart-chapbook.final_.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/2019.pushcart.chapbook.6-x-9.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Casto-essays.6-x-9.B.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook2.three-poets-on-craft.CreateSpace-Word-Templates.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/buttonhook.Newnham.2.CreateSpace-Word-Templates-002.pdf
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Horse.4-frames.2020.chapbook.-6-x-9.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2020-chapbook-seriesmixed-forms-haibunjeff-streebywile-sketches-from-nature/
https://ojalart.com/wp-content/uploads/Robishaw.6-x-9-inch-15.24-x-22.86-cm.pdf
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictioncarolyn-mikulencakwhere-the-thin-winds-worry/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesthe-first-annual-ojal-prize-for-flash-discourseselected-and-with-an-introduction-byassociate-editor-pamelyn-casto/
https://ojalart.com/buttonhook-press2021-chapbook-seriesflash-discourse-fictionwayne-cresserhere-comes-herodotus-again/
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About the writer: 
 
Allisa Cherry has recently received an MFA from Pacific University 
and completed a manuscript that explores the way faith, like 
landscape, is reshaped through violence. Her work has received 
Pushcart and Best of the Net nominations and can be found in 
Westchester Review, and at EcoTheo and SWWIM Daily. 
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A Limited Time Offer 
 

For serious students of the form:  

Pamelyn Casto’s  

Flash Fiction: A Primer 
(A free PDF download) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$7.50 USD                                       $9.50 CD 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/viewer.html?pdfurl=https%3A%2F%2Fojalart.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FCasto-essays.6-x-9.B.pdf&clen=486934&chunk=true
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/viewer.html?pdfurl=https%3A%2F%2Fojalart.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FCasto-essays.6-x-9.B.pdf&clen=486934&chunk=true

	Poetry: All forms & Styles
	Writer’s Portfolio:
	Allisa Cherry
	Copyright © 2021 by BUTTONHOOK PRESS
	All rights reserved on behalf of OJAL Art Incorporated, OPEN: Journal of Arts & Letters (O:JA&L), Buttonhook Press, and Allisa Cherry.
	Set in Garamond and Bradley Hand and formatted in Create Space.
	Made available in the USA as a PDF and/or in a limited print edition.

